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Baron  Frederic  Trenck ; 

CONTAINING 

HIS      ADVENTURES; 

HIS    CRUEL    AND    EXCESSIVE    SUFFERINGS,    DUR- 
ING   TEN    YEARS     IMPRISONMENT,    AT 
THE    FORTRESS    OF    MAGDEBURG, 
BY   COMMAND  OF   THE    LATE 

KIN     G      OF      PRUSSIA; 

ALSO, 

ANECDOTES, 

,   HISTORICAL,   POLITICAL,   and   PERSONA!.. 
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BARON      T  R  E  N  C  K. 

Explanation"  of  the  Plate,  repre- 
senting THE  Baron  loaded  with 

FETTERS    IN    PRISON. 

Round  the  neck  was  a  collar  of  iron  of  a 
hand's  breadth ;  to  the  ring  of  which  the 
chains  and  their  whole  weight  were  pen- 
dent. The  chains  he  was  obhged  to  fiiilaiii 
with  one  hand  day  and  night,  or  he  would 
have  been  in  danger  of  being  llrangled. 
Above  the  elbovvs  were  two  irons,  to  which  a 
chain  was  fixed,  behind  his  back,  that  palTed 
up  to  the  neck-collar.  Thefe,  however,, 
were  removed  a  month  after  they  were  firfl 
put  on,  when  the  Baron  fell  ill. . 

A  broad  iron  rim  was  rivetted  round  his  body, 
between  which  and  the  bar  that  feparated 
his  hands  was  another  chain. 

The  bar,  two  feet  in  length,  was  ironed  to  the 
hand  cutfs,  fo  that  he  could  only  bring  the 
end  of  his  fingers  in  contact. 

The  chains  were  all  fixed  to  a  thick  iron  fla-- 
pie  in  the  wall. 

A  triple  row  of  chains  defcended  to  the  right 
foot,  and  the  whole  weight,  the  proje6ting 
neck-collar  aftingas  a  lever,  was  enormous. 

Under  the  ftaple  was  a  feat  of  bricks ;  on  the 
oppofite  fide  a  water-jug.  Beneath  the  feet 
of  the  Baron  was  his  tomb-ftone,  with  thi 
name  Then  CK  carved,  and  a  death-kead. 


PR       E      F      A      C      E, 


BY     THE     TRANSLATOR. 


JL  HERE  have  been  two  authentic  edi- 
tions of  the  following  work,  in  the  German 
language:  —  The  firft,  printed  at  Vienna;, 
the  fecond,  at  Berlin,  Each  of  thefe  have 
been  mutilated,  in  cer,tain  places,  by  the 
cenfor,  as  it  may  be  prefumed^  of  each  city; 
fuch  being  the  pradtice,  in  moft  of  the  Euro- 
pean ftates,  with  works  much  lefs  free  than 
the  Life  of  Baron  Trenck.  In  general, 
however,  they  agree;  and  the  miracle  is 
that  a  book,  fo  boldly  written,  fliould  have 
been  licenfed.  No  Wronger  proof  can  be 
urged  of  its  authenticity. 

The  tranflation  was  begun  from  the  edi- 
tion of  Berlin,  and  was  conliderably  advanc- 
ed, in  the  firft  volume,  when  the  tranflator 
learned  there  were  two  editions,  and.  pro- 
cured that  of  Vienna.  Previous  to  this,  he 
had  read  an  abftradt  of  a  tranflation  in 
French,  where,  feveral  pafTages  omitted  in 
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the  edition  of  Berlin,  were  inferted :  and, 
finding  they  conncdted  thenarrative,  thefe  he 
incorporated,  as  at  pages  23,  26,  30,  36,  and 
others ;  but  included  fuch  pafl'ages  between 
commas,  intending  to  inform  his  readers 
of  their  fuppofed  doubtful  authority  :  he  has 
fmce  found  that  this  Abftradt  of  the  Life  of 
Baron  Trenck,  in  French,  was  made  from 
the  edition  of  Vienna;  confequently,  that 
the  few  pafTages  in  the  following  tranflation, 
between  inverted  commas,  are  not  of  doubt- 
ful authority.  This  will  explain  the  note 
at  page  36,  which  was  written  before  inform- 
ation, or  a  copy,  had  been  obtained  of  the 
Vienna  edition. 

The  Life  of  Baron  Trenck  is,  in  point  of  ^ 
compofition,  a  work  of  fo  extraordinary  a 
nature  that  greater  liberties  muft  be  taken,  of 
omitting  and  comprelling  pafTages,  in  the 
tranflation  of  this,  than  would,  perhaps,  be 
found  neceflary  in  any  other  work,  fo  well 
worthy  of  tranflation.  The  author's  hafte, 
his  daring  fpirit,  his  lively  imagination,  and 
his  fenfibility  of  heart,  were  qualities  fo  ill 
adapted  to  the  cool  and  clear  explanation  of 
affairs  fo  intricate,  fo  oppreffive,  and  which 
fo  evidently  preyed  upon  his  mind  as  thofe 
of  his  V  ienna  law-fuits,  in  the  military  court 
of  Kriegfrath,  that  his  repetitions,  com- 
plaints, remonflrances,  appeals  to  the  heart, 
execrations  againft  injuftice,  and  the  de- 
fponding  confolation  he  found  in  his  own 
honour  and  honelty,  are  uneeafing.  Surely, 
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however,  they  are  not  unmoving :  they  are 
often  beautiful,  often  fublime;  and,  there- 
fore, have  often  been  retained.  Sometimes 
they  are  omitted  or  contra6led. 

The  preface  and  dedication  in  the  firft 
volume  are  not  inferted,  becaufe  they  con- 
fift  only  of  the  fame  thoughts,  conveyed  in 
nearly  the  fame  words,  which  are  fo  much 
dwelt  upon  in  the  work. 

The  dedication  has  the  fmgularity  of  be- 
ing addrefled  to  the  Ghoft  of  Frederic,  late 
King  of  Pruflia,  but  contains  nothing  elfe 
of  novelty.  Some  paflages  are  fupprefled, 
the  omiilion  of  which,  when  read  in  the 
original,  will  need  no  apology.  The  Ba- 
ron had  lived  in  the  corrupt  fchool  of  Fre- 
deric the  Great^  and  had  acquired  flrange 
ideas,  on  certain  fubje^ts,  *  there  digni- 
iied  by  the  epithet  philofophy;  although 
he  preferved  the  manly  fenfe,  even  in  that 
court,  to  abhor  its  Ganymedes,  and  thereby 
to  incur  denunciation  of  vengeance  from  the 
monarch. 

The  man  of  feeling,  and  the  friend  of  free- 
dom, will  read  this  work  with  fenfatlons 
perhaps  too  ftrong :  it  will  remain  an  eter- 
nal monument  of  the  dreadful,  the  deteftable, 
the  diabolical  efFeds  of  defpotifm. 

*  See  Vol.  II.  page  66,  of  the  edition  print- 
ed at  Vienna,  and  VoK  lit  page  56,  of  that 
of  Berlin. 

The 
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The  hHtorian  will  acquire  from  it  cflen»-' 
tial  information  concerning  the  chara(5^ers  of 
perfons,  courts,  and  kingdoms,  highly  illuf- 
trative  of  the  annals  of  the  prefent  centur}^ 

The  philofopher  will  meditate  on  the  man- 
ners of  the  people  of  Germany;  will  wonder, 
while    reading,    to  recolle£t   that  there,    as 
in  ftates  more  improved,  fuch  numbers  fhould 
remain  fo,  almoft  miraculoufly,  ignorant,  fu- 
perilitious,  and  credulous,  while  knowledge-- 
and  fcience  appear  to  be  fo  far  advanced  i 
will  figh,  to  be  fo  repeatedly  told  of  military 
courts,  and  judges  condemned  to  fweep  the 
ftreets,  after  effecting  the  ruin  of  thoufands  ;*• 
will  inceflantly  reflecSt,  with  amazement,  at 
the  ftrange  jargon,  and  confufion,  that  ftill' 
are  fo  univerfal  over  the  globe,  as  he  reads 
the  words  king,  liberty,  vaiTal,  military  kn' 
tence,  property,  juft  claim,  and  an  infinity  of 
other  heterogeneous  and  incompatible  phrafes  ;■ 
continually  will  he  exclaim — How  many  ages 
yet,  oh  world,   muü:  thou  exift,  ere  thy  fons-^ 
ihall  indeed  learn  wifdom  I 

The  book  is,  what  it  fhould  be,  the  perfect 
refemblance  of  its  author;  an  original,  bold, 
and  interefting  pifture.  Like  him,  it  has" 
its  defecSls,  but  they  are  forgotten  in  the  ad-  | 
miratron  of  its  inherent  and  mafculine  beau- 
ties. 
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BARON   TRENCK. 


1  WAS  born  at  Konlgfberg 
in  Pruffi  a,  February  i6,  1726,  of  one 
of  the  moil  ancient  families  of  the 
country.  My  father,  a  knight  of  the 
military  order,  lord  of  Great  Schar- 
lack,  Schakulack,  and  Meicken,  and 
major-general  of  cavalry,  died  in 
1740,  after  having  received  eighteen 
wounds  in  the  PrufTian  fervice. 
VoT.I.  B  My 
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My  mother,  defcended  from  the 
houfe  of  Derfchaii,  was  daughter 
of  the  prefident  of  the  high  court 
at  Konigfberg :  fhe  had  two  bro- 
thers generals  of  infantry,  and  a 
third,  minifter  of  ftate,  and  poft- 
mafter-general  at  Berlin.  After  my 
father's  death  in  1740,  Ihe  married 
Count  Lollange,  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  Kiow  regiment  of  cuirafTiers, 
with  whom,  leaving  PrufTia,  fhe  went 
and  refided  at  Breflaw.  I  had  two 
brothers  and  a  fifter;  my  youngeft 
brother  was  taken,  by  my  mo- 
ther, into  Silefia;  the  other  was, 
alfo,  a  cornet  in  this  laft-named  re- 
giment of  Kiow  ',  and  my  fifter  was 
married  to  the  only  fon  of  the  aged 
General  Valdow,  who  quitted  the 
fervice,  and  with  whom  fhe  lived,  in 
Brandenburg,  on  his  efbates. 

My 


(     3     ) 

My  anceftors,  both  of  the  male  and 
female  line,  are  famous  in  the  chro- 
nicles of  the  North,  among  the  an- 
cient Teutonic  knights,  who  con- 
quered Courland,  PrulTia,  and  Li- 
vonia. 

I  feek  not,  by  this  recital,  to  gain 
eflimation,  much  lefs  to  vaunt  of  the 
accident  of  noble  birth,  which,  when 
iinfupported  by  a  noble  mind,  I  hold 
in  fovereign  contempt. 

My  reafon  for  infifling  on  this 
circumftance  is,  that  it  has  been 
contefted  and  denied  by  fome,  who 
deem  high  birth  to  be  the  only  teft 
and  flandard  of  merit. 

I  write  not^  however,  to  a  circle 
fo  narrow  or  ill-judging,  but  to  the 
liberal,  and  the  wife ;  to  the  world  at 
large ,  hoping  my  ilory  may  afford  ufe- 
ful  leflbns  of  morality,  infpiring  pa- 
tience, hope,  and  fortitude.  Enough, 
B  2  there- 
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therefore,  of,  and  for  ever  adieu  to, 
my  noble  anceftry;  what  I  have  faid  is 
fufficitnt  to  refcue  my  children  from 
all  pretended  obloquy;  to  fhew  they 
are  not  vaflals  born;  and,  as  I  trufl-, 
to  infpire  emulation,  remembering 
their  name  is  Trenck,  and  the  ex- 
amples left  by  their  forefathers. 

By  temperament  I  was  choleric,  and 
addided  to  pleafure  and  difllpation, 
which  laft  defe<fl  my  tutors  found  moft 
difficult  to  overcome  :  happily,  they 
were  aided  by  a  love  of  knowledge 
inherent  in  me,  an  emulative  fpirit, 
and  a  thirll  of  fame,  which  difpofition 
it  was  my  father*s  care  to  cherifh. 
A  too  great  confcioufnefs  of  innate 
worth  gave  me  a  too  great  degree  of 
pride,  but  the  endeavours  of  my  in- 
ftru6lor  to  infpire  humility  were  not 
all  loft ;  and  habitual  reading,  well- 
timed  praife,  and  the  pleafures  flowing 
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from  fcience,  made  the  labours  of 
lludy  at  length  my  recreation. 

My  memory  became  remarkable ; 
I  was  well  read  in  the  holy  fcrlptures, 
the  claflics,  and  ancient  hiftory;  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  geogra- 
phy; could  draw  accurat-cly,  and 
learnt  fencing,  riding,  and  other  ne- 
eeflary  exercifes. 

My  religion  was  Lutheran  5  but 
morality^  and  not  fuperftitious  bi- 
gotry, or  childifh  fears,  was  taught 
me  by  my  father,  and  by  the  worthy 
man  to  whofe  care  he  committed  the 
forming  of  my  heart,  and  whofe  me- 
mory 1  Ihall  ever  hold  in  venera- 
tion. While  a  boy,  I  was  enter- 
prifing  in  all  the  tricks  of  boys,  and 
exercifed  my  wit  in  crafty  excufes  : 
the  warmth  of  my  pafTions,  then  and 
afterwards,  gave  a  fatyric  biting  call 
to  my  writings,  whence  it  has  been 
B  3  ima- 
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imagined,  by  thofe  who  knew  but 
little  of  nie,  I  was  a  dangerous  man; 
though,  I  am  confcious,  this  was  a 
hafty  and  falfe  judgment. 

A  foldier  himfelf,  my  father  would 
have  all  his  fons  the  fame :  thus, 
when  v)e  quarrelled,  we  were  not 
admitted  to  terminate  our  difputes  in 
the  common  way,  but  wer«  provided 
with  wooden  fabres,  fheathed  with  lea- 
ther, and,  brandifhingthefe,contefl  cd, 
by  blov/s,  forvidlory,  while  our  father 
fat  laughing,  pleafed  at  our  valour 
and  addrefs:  but  this,  and  the  praifes 
he  beftowed,  had  the  bad  efFedl  of 
encouraging  a  difpofition,  which, 
with  pafTions  like  mine,  ought  care- 
fully to  have  been  counteradled. 

Covetous  of  praife,  and  accuflomed 
to  receive  the  prize,  and  be  the  hero 
of  fcholaflic  contentions,  I  acquired 
alfo  the  bad  habit  of  difputation,  and 

of 
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of  imagining  myfelf  a  fage  when 
little  more  than  a  boy.  I  became 
ftubborn  in  argument;  hafty  to  cor- 
re6b,  inftead  of  patiently  liftening; 
and,  by  my  prefumption,  continually 
liable  to  incite  enmity. 

Gentle  to  my  inferiors,  but  jea- 
lous of  contradidion,  and  the  pride 
of  power,  I  may  hence  date  the  ori- 
gin of  all  my  evils.  The  abhorrence, 
too,  I  had  of  arbitrary  power,  and 
its  abufe,  for  the  filent  acquiefcence 
in  which  my  education,  and  book- 
taught  principles  but  ill  fitted  me, 
were  additional  caufes. 

How  might  a  man,  however  great 
his  talents,  imbued  with  the  heroic 
principles  of  liberty,  hope  advance- 
ment, and  happinefs,  under  the  def- 
potic  and  iron  government  of  Frede- 
ric ?  1  was  taught  neither  to  know, 
nor  to  avoid,  but  to  defpife  the  whip; 
B4  of 
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of  (lavery.  Had  I  learnt  hypocrify, 
craft,  and  meannefs,  I  had  long  fincc 
been  field- marfhal,  and  in  quiet  pof- 
feffion  of  nny  vail  Hungarian  eflates, 
andhadnotpafitrdthebefl:  yearsof  my 
life  in  the  dungeons  of  Magdebourg. 
I  was  addided  to  no  vice;  I  labour- 
ed in  the  caufc  of  fcience,  honour, 
and  virtue;  kept  no  vicious  ^onn- 
pany;  was  never,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  life,  once  intoxicated ; 
was  no  gamefler,  no  confumer  of 
time  in  idlenefs  nor  brutal  pleafures; 
but  devoted  many  hundred  laborious 
nights  to  make  myfelf  ufeful  to  my 
country  5  yet  was  I  puniihed  with  a 
feverity  too  cruel,  even,  for  the  mo/t 
worthlefs,  or  mod  villainous. 

I  mean,  in  my  narrative,  to  confult 
truth  and  candour  alone,  and  never 
to  conceal  or  fcreen  my  failings: 
I  wi(h  to  make  my  work  an  inflruc- 

tive 
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tive  and  moral  leflbn;  yet  is  it  an 
innate  and  inexprefiiblc  farisfa6lion, 
that  I  am  confcious  of  never  having 
adled  with  guilt  or  difhononr,  even 
to  the  lad  ad  of  this  diftrefsful 
tragedy. 

I  fhall  fay  littk  more  of  the  firft 
years  of  my  life,  except  that  my  fa- 
ther, who  had  a  tender  affection  for 
me,  took  efpecial  care  of  iny  educa- 
tion, and  fent  me,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  to  the  univerfity  of  Konigf- 
berg,  where,  under  the  tuition  of 
Kowalewflcy,  my  progrefs  was  rapid. 
There  were  fourteen  other  noblemen, 
of  the  beft  families,  in  the  fame 
houfe,  and  under  the  fame  madcr. 

The  year  following,  that  is  to  fay 
in  1740,  1  had  a  quarrel  with  one 
young  Wallenrodt,  a  fellow  ftudent, 
much  ftronger  and  taller  than  my-i 
B  5  feif/ 
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felf,  and  who,  thereupon,  defpifing 
my  wdaknefs,  thought  proper  to  give 
me  a  blow.  I  demanded  fatisfac- 
tion — he  came  not  to  the  appointed 
place,  but  treated  my  demand  with 
contempt ;  and  I,  forgetting  all  fur- 
ther refpefV,  found  a  fecond,  and  at- 
tacked him  in  open  day.  We  fought, 
and  I  had  the  fortune  to  wound 
him  twice;  the  firft  time,  in  the  arm; 
the  fecond,  in  the  hand. 

This  affair  incited  inquiry :  ■— 
Do6bor  Kowalewfky,  our  tutor,  laid 
complaints  before  the  Univerfity, 
and  I  was  condemned  to  three  hours 
confinement ;  but  my  grandfather  and 
guardian,  Prefident  Derfchau,  with 
whom  I  was  a  great  favourite,  was 
fo  pleafed  with  my  courage,  that  he 
inftantly  tookme  from  this  houfe,  and 
placed  m«  under  Profeflbr  Chriftiani, 

Here 
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Here  I  firft  began  to  enjoy  full  and 
entire  liberty ;  and,  from  this  worthy 
man,  I  learnt  all  I  know  of  experi- 
mental philofophy  and  fcience.  He 
loved  me  as  his  own  fon,  and  fome» 
times  continued  inftrii6ling  me  till 
midnight.  Under  his  aufpices,  in 
1742,  I  maintained,  with  great  fuc- 
eefs,  two  public  thefes,  although  I 
was  then  but  fixteen  5  an  effort  and 
an  honour  till  then  unknown. 

Three  days  after  my  lad  public  ex- 
ordium,  a  contemptible  fellow,  and 
profeflional  bully,  fought  a  quarrel 
with  me,  and,  as  I  may  fay,  obliged 
me  to  draw  in  my  own  defence,, 
whom,  on  this  occafion,  I  wounded 
in  the  groin. 

This  continued  fuccefs  highly  in- 
flated my  valour,  and,  from  that  time, 
1  began  to  wear  a  fword  of  enormous^ 
B  6  length j, 
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lengthy  and  to  afiume  the  accoutre- 
ments and  appearance  of  a  Hedtor. 

Such  was  the  efFed  of  prejudices 
infplred  in  youth,  and  which  would 
inevitably  have  made  me  a  quarrel- 
fome,  dangerous  man,  had  not  the 
reclitude  of  my  heart,  and  the  ex- 
treme miferies  of  which  I  became 
the  vidim,  foon  recondudted  me  to 
the  paths  of  virtue. 

Scarcely  had  a  fortnight  elapfed, 
after  this  lail  affair,  before  I  had  ano- 
ther with  a  lieutenant  of  the  garri- 
fon,  one  of  my  friends,  whom  I  had 
infulted,  who  received  two  wounds 
in  the  contcft. 

1  ought  to  remark,  that,  at  this 
time,  the  Univerfity  of  Konigf- 
bcrg  was  ftill  highly  privileged. 
To  fend  a  challenge  was  held  ho- 
nourable j  and  this  was  not  only  per- 
mitted but  would  have  been  diffi- 
cult 
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Giilt  to  prevent,  confiderlng  the  great 
number  of  proud,  hot  headed,  and 
turbulent  young  nobility  from  Li- 
vonia, Courland,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
and  Poland,  who  came  thither  ta 
ftudy,  and  of  whom  there  were  more 
than  five  hundred.  This  brought 
the  Univerfity  into  difrepute,  and 
tiie  abufe  has  been  endeavoured  to 
be  remedied.  Men  have  acquired 
a  greater  extent  of  true  knowledge, 
and  have  begun  to  perceive  that  a 
univerfity  ought  to  be  a  place  of  in- 
flru6lion,  and  not  a  field  of  battle; 
and  that  blood  cannot  be  honourably 
fhed,  except  in  defence  of  life,  or 
country. 

In  November,  1742,  the  King 
fent  his  adjutant  -  general.  Baron 
Lottum,  who  was  related  to  my 
mother,  to  Konigfberg,  with  whom  I 
dined  at  my  grandfather's.  He  con- 

verfed 
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verfed  much  with  me,  and,  after  va- 
rious queftions,  meant  to  difcover 
what  my  talents  and  inclinations 
were,  he  demanded,  as  if  in  joke, 
whether  I  had  any  inclination  to  go 
with  him  to  Berlin,  and  ferve  my 
country,  as  my  anceflors  had  ever 
done :  adding,,  that,  in  the  army,  I 
Ihould  find  much  better  opportuni- 
ties offending  challenges,  than  at  the 
univerfity.  Inflamed  with  the  de- 
fire  of  diflinguißiing  myfelf,  I  liften- 
ed  with  rapture  to  the  propofition, 
and  in  a  few  days  we  departed  for 
Potzdam. 

On  the  morrow  after  my  arrival,. 
I  was  prefented  to  the  King,  as,  in- 
deed, I  had  before  been  in  the  year 
1740,  with  the  charadter  of  being, 
then,  one  of  the  mofl  hopeful  youths 
of  the  univerfity.  My  reception  was 
moft  flattering  j  the  juftnefs  of  my 

replies 
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replies,  to  the  queftions  he  put,  mj 
height,  figure,  and  confidence,  pleaf- 
ed  him,  and  I  foon  obtained  permif- 
fion  to  enter  as  a  cadet  in  his  body 
guards,  with  a  promife  of  quick  pre- 
ferment. 

The  body  guards  formed,  at  this 
time,  a  model  and  fchool  for  the 
Pruflian  cavalry  :  it  confided  of  one 
fingle  fquadron  of  men  feleäied  from* 
the  whole  army,  whofe  uniform  was 
the  moft  fplendid  in  all  Europe. 
Two  thoufandrix-dollars  were  necef- 
fary  to  equip  an  officer:  the  cuirafs- 
was  wholly  plated  with  filver;  and  the 
horfe  furniture  and  accoutrements 
alone  cod  four  hundred  rix-dollars. 

This  fquadron  only  confided  in 
fix  officers,  and  a  hundred  and  forty- 
four  men ;  but  there  were  always 
fifty  or  fixty  fupernumeraries,  and 
as  many  horfe$,  for  the  King  incor- 
porated 
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porated  all  the  moft  handfome  men 
he  found  in  thefe  guards.  The  offi- 
ceVs  were  the  bed  taught  of  any  the 
army  contained  5  the  King  himfelf 
formed  them,  and  afterwards  fent 
them  to  inftrucl  the  cavalry  in 
the  manoeuvres  they  had  learnt. 
Their  rife  was  rapid,  if  they  behaved 
well ',  but  they  were  broken  for  the 
lead  fault,  and  punifhed,  by  being 
fent  to  garrifon  regiments.  It  was,, 
likewife,  neceflary  they  fhould  be  to- 
lerably rich,  as  well  as  poflefs  fuch. 
talents  as  might  be  fuccefsfully 
employed,  both  at  court,  and  in  the 
army. 

There  are  no  foldiers  in  the  world 
who  undergo  fo  much  as  this  body 
guard  3  for,  during  the  time  I  was  in 
the  fervice  of  Frederic,  I  often  had 
not  eight  hours  fleep  in  eight  days. 
Exercife  began  at  four  in  the  morning, 

and 
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and  experiments  were  made  of  all 
the  alterations  the  King  meant  to  in- 
troduce in  his  cavalry.  Ditches  of 
three,  four,  five,  fix  feet,  and  ftill 
wider,  were  leaped,  till  that  fome  one 
broke  his  neck;  hedges,  in  like  man- 
ner, were  freed,  and  the  horfe  ran 
careers,  meeting  each  other  full 
fpeed  in  a  kind  of  lifts  of  more  than 
half  a  league  in  length.  We  had 
often,  in  thefe  our  exercifes,  feveral 
men  and  horfes  killed  or  wounded. 

It  happened,  more  frequently  than 
otherwife,  that  the  fame  experiments 
were  repeated  after  dinner  with  frefh 
horfes  J  and  it  was  ^not  uncommon, 
at  Potzdam,  to  hear  the  alarm 
founded  twice  in  a  night.  The 
horfes  flood  in  the  King*s  ftables  ; 
and  whoever  had  not  drefled, 
armed  himfelf,  faddled  his  horfe, 
mounted,  and  appeared  before  the 

palace 
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palace  in  eight  minutes,  was  put  un- 
der arrell  for  fourteen  days. 

Scarcely  were  the  eyes  clofcd  be- 
fore the  trumpet  again  founded,  ta 
accuflom  youth  to  vigilance.  I  loft, 
in  one  year,  three  horfes,  which  had 
either  broken  their  legs,  in  leaping 
ditches,  or  died  of  fatigue.    - 

I  cannot  give  a  flronger  pifture  of 
this  fervice,  than  by  faying  that  the 
body  guard  loft  more  men  and  horfes 
in  one  year's  peace,  than,  during  the 
following  year,  they  did  in  twa 
battles. 

We  had,  at  this  time,  three  fta- 
tions :  our  fervice,  during  winter,  was 
at  Berlin ;  where  we  attended  the 
opera,  and  all  public  feftivals:  in  the 
fpring  we  were  exercifed  at  Chariot« 
tenberg;  and  at  Potzdam,  or  where- 
ever  the  King  went,  during  the  fum- 
mer.     The  fix  officers  of  the  guard 

dined 
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dined  with  the  King,  and,  on  gala 
days,  with  the  Queen.  It  may  be 
prcfumed,  there  was  not,  at  that 
time,  on  earth,  a  better  fchool  to 
form  an  officer  and  a  man  of  the 
world,  than  was  the  court  of  Berlin. 

I  had  fcarcely  been  Cix  weeks  a 
cadet  before  the  King  took  me  afide, 
one  day,  after  the  parade,  and,  having 
examined  me  near  half  an  hour,  on 
various  fubjeds,  commanded  me  to 
come  and  fpeak  to  him  on  the  mor- 
row. 

His  intention  was  to  find  whether 
the  accounts  that  had  been  given  him 
of  my  memory  had  not  been  exag- 
gerated j  and,  that  he  might  be  con- 
vinced, he  firfl:  gave  me  the  names  of 
fifty  foldiers  to  learn  by  rote,  which  I 
did  in  five  minutes.  He  next  repeat- 
ed the  fubjeds  of  two  letters,  which 
I  immediately  compofed  in  French 

and 


Ti,t>. 


(      20       ) 

and  Latins  the  one  I  wrote,  the 
other  I  didlated.  He  next  ordered 
me  to  trace,  with  promptitude,  a 
landlcape  fronn  nature,  which  I  ex- 
ecuted with  equal  fuccefs  ;  and  he 
tlien  gave  me  a  cornet's  commiffion 
in  his  body  guards. 

Each  mark  of  bounty,  from  the 
monarch,  increafed  an  ardour  already 
great,  infpired  me  with  gratitude, 
and  the  firft  of  my  wiihes  was,  to 
devote  my  whole  life  to  the  fervice 
of  my  king  and  country.  He  fpoke 
to  me,  as  a  fovercign  (hould  fpeak, 
like  a  father,  like  one  who  knew 
well  how  to  eftimate  the  gifts  be- 
ftowed  on  me  by  Nature  ;  and,  per- 
ceiving>  or  rather  feeling  how  much 
he  might  expedlfronn  me,  became  at 
once  my  inftrudlor,  and  my  friend. 

Thus  did  I  remain  a  cadet  only 
fix   weeks,  and  few   PruiFians   can 

-  vaunt. 
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vaunt,  under  the  reign  of  Frederic, 
of  equal  good  fortune. 

The  King  not  only  prefented  me 
with  a  commifllon,  but  equipped  me 
fplendidly  for  the  fervice.    Thus  did 
I  fuddenly  find  myfelf  a  courtier,  and 
an  officer  in  the  finefl,  bravefl:,   and 
befl  taught  corps   in  Europe,     My 
good     fortune     feemed    unlimited, 
when,     in    the    month    of    Augult 
1743,    the  King  feledled  me  to  go 
and  in(lru6l   the  Silefian  cavalry  in 
the    new    manoeuvres,    an    honour 
never  before  granted  to  a  youth  of 
eighteen. 

I  have  already  faid  we  were  gar- 
rifoned  at  Berlin  during  winter, 
where  the  officers* table  was  at  court; 
and,  as  my  reputation  had  preceded 
me,  no  perfon  whatever  could  be 
better  received  there,  or  live  more 
pleafantly, 

Frederic 
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Frederic  commanded  me  to  vifit 
the  literati,  whom  he  had  invited  to 
his  court :  Maupertuisj  Jordan,  La 
Metrie,  and  Pollnitz  were  all  my 
acquaintance.  My  days  were  em- 
ployed in  the  duties  of  an  officer, 
and  my  nights  in  acquiring  know- 
ledge. Pollnitz  was  my  guide,  and 
the  friend  of  my  heart.  My  hap- 
pinefs  was  well  worthy  being  envied. 
In  1743, 1  was  five  feet  eleven  inches 
in  height,  and  Nature  had  endowed 
me  with  every  requifite  to  pleafe. 
I  lived,  as  I  vainly  imagined,  without 
inciting  enmity  or  malice,  and  my 
mind  was  wholly  occupied  by  the  de- 
fire  of  acquiring  well-founded  fame. 

1  had  hitherto  remained  ignorant 
of  love,  and  had  been  terrified  from 
illicit  commerce,  by  beholding  the 
dreadful  objcds  of  the  hofpital  at 
Potfdam.      During    the  winter  of 

1743. 
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1743>  ^h^  nuptials  of  his  Majcfty*s 
fiftcr  were  held,  who  was  married 
to  the  King  of  Sweden,  where  Ihe 
is  atprefent  Qjjeen  Dowager,  mother 
of  the  reigning  Guftavus.  I,  as  offi- 
cer of  my  corps,  had  the  honour  to 
mount  guard,  and  efcort  her  as  far 
as  Stettin.  Here  did  my  heart  firft 
feel  a  pafTion  of  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  my  hiftory,  I  lliall  have 
frequent  occafion  to  fpeak.  The 
objedl  of  my  love  was  one  whom  I 
can  only  remember  at  prefent  with 
reverence ;  and>  as  I  write  not  ro- 
mance, but  fadls,  I  fhall  here  briefly 
fay, ours  was,  mutually,  the  firft  fruits 
of  affection,  and  that,  to  this  hour,  I 
regret  no  misfortune,  no  mifery,  with 
which,  from  a  ftock  fo  noble,  my 
deftiny  was  interwoven.  "  Amid  the 
"  tumult,  infeparable  to  occafions 
"  like  thefe,  on  which  it  was  my 

"  duty 
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'*  duty  to  maintain  order,  a  thief 
*'  had  the  addrefs  to  Ileal  my  watch, 
"  and  cut  away  a  part  of  the  gold 
^'  fringe  which  hung  from  the  waift- 
^^  coat  of  my  uniform,  and  efcaped 
"  unperceived.This  accident  brought 
"  on  me  the  raillery  of  my  comrades; 
"  and  the  lady  alluded  to  thence 
*^  took  occafion  to  confole  me,  by 
^^  faying,  it  fhould  be  her  care  that  I 
*^  fhould  be  no  lofer.  Her  words  were 
"  accompanied  by  a  look  1  could  not 
^^  mifunderfland,and  afewdays  after- 
"  ward  I  thought  myfelf  the  happieft 
"  of  mortals."  The  name,  however, 
of  this  high-born  lady  is  a  fecret, 
which  mull  defcend  with  me  to  the 
grave;  and,  though  my  filence  con- 
cerning this  incident  leaves  a  void 
in  my  life,  and,  indeed,  throws  ob- 
fcurity  over  a  part  of  it,  which 
might  elfe  be  clear,  I  would  much 

rather 
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rather  incur  this  reproach,  than  be- 
come  ungrateful    toward   my    befl: 
friend  and  benefa6lrefs.  To  her  con- 
verfation,   to  her  prudence,    to  the 
power  by  which  fhe  rivetted  my  af- 
fedlions  wholly   to  herfelf,  am  I  in- 
debted for  the  improvement  and  po- 
lifhing   of    my    bodily   and  mental 
qualities.     She  never  defpifed,   be- 
trayed, or  abandoned  me,  even  in 
the  deepeft  of  my  diflrefs ;  and  my 
children  alone,  on  my   death   bed, 
fhall  be  taught  the  name   of  her  to 
whom  they  owe  the  prefervation  of 
their  father,  and,  confequently,  their 
own  exigence. 

I  lived,  at  this  time,  perfectly  hap- 
py at  Berlin,  and  highly  efteemed. 
The  King  teflified  his  approbation 
at  every  opportunity  ;  my  miftrefs 
fuppliedm.e  with  more  money  than  I 
could  expend,  '^  and  I  was,  prefently. 
Vol.  I.  C  ''  the 
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*^  the  befl:  equipped,  and  made  the 
"  greatefl  figure  of  any  officer  in  the 
*^  whole  corps.  The  ftile  in  which  I 
*^  lived  was  remarked,  for"  I  had 
only  received  from  my  father's  he- 
ritage, the  eftate  of  Great  Schar* 
lach  ;  the  rent  of  which  was  eight 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  was 
far  from  fufficient  to  fupply  my  then 
expences.  My  amour,  in  the  mean 
time,  remained  a  fecret  from  my  bed 
and  moft  intimate  friends.  Twice 
was  my  ab  fence  from  Potfdam  and 
Charllottenberg  difcovered,  and  I 
was  put  under  arreft  ;  but  the  King 
feemed  fatisfied  with  the  excufes  I 
made,  under  pretext  of  having  been 
hunting,  and  fmiled  as  he  granted 
my  pardon. 

Never  did  the  days  of  youth  glide 
away  with  more  apparent  fuccefs, 
and  pleafure,  than  during  thefe  my 

firft 
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firfl:  years  at  Berlin.  This  good  for- 
tune was,  alas !  of  fhort  duration. 
Many  are  the  incidents  I  might  re- 
late, but  thcfe  I  fliall  omit.  My 
other  adventures  are  numerous 
enough,  without  mingling  fuch  as 
may,  any  way,  feem  foreign  to  the 
fubje(5l.  In  this  gloomy  hiftory  of 
my  life,  I  would  paint  myfelf  to  the 
world  fuch  as  I  am,  and,  by  the  re- 
cital of  my  fufFerings,  afford  a  me- 
morable example,  and  intereft  the 
heart  of  fenfibility.  I  would,  alfo, 
fhew  how  my  fatal  deftiny  has  de- 
prived my  children  of  an  immenfc 
fortune  j  and,  though  I  want  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  to  enforce  and 
enfure  my  rights,  I  will  Hill  fliew 
my  heirs  they  are  inconteftable. 

In  the  beginning  of  September, 

1744,  war,  again,  broke  out  between 

the  houfes  of  Auftria  and  PrufTia. 
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We  marched,  with  all  expedition, 
towards  Prague,  traverfing  Saxony 
without  oppofition.  I  will  not  re- 
late, in  this  place,  what  the  great 
Frederic  faid  to  us,  with  evident 
emotion,  when  furrounded  by  all  his 
officers,  on  the  morning  of  our  de- 
parture from  Potfdam. 

Should  any  one  be  defirous  of 
writing  the  lives  of  him  and  his 
opponent,  Maria  Therefa,  without 
flattery,  and  without  fear,  let  him 
apply  to  me,  and  I  will  relate  anec- 
dotes mofl  furprifing  on  this  fubjed, 
unknown  to  all  but  myfelf,  and 
which  never  muft  appear  under  my 
own  name. 

All  monarchs  going  to  war  have 
reafon  on  their  fide ;  and  the  churches 
of  both  parties  refound  with  pray- 
ers, and  appeals  to  divine  Juftice, 
for  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms.  Fre- 
deric, 
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deric,  on  this  occafion,  had  rccourfc. 
to  them,  with  regret,  of  which  I 
v/as  a  witnefs. 

If  I  am  not  miilaken,  the  King*s 
army  came  before  Prague  on  the 
fourteenth  of  September,  and  that 
of  General  Schwerin,  which  had 
pafTcd  through  Silefia,  arrived,  the 
next  day,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Moldau.  In  this  pofition  we  were 
obliged  to  wait  fome  day^  for  pon- 
tons, without  which  we  could  not 
eilablifh  a  communication  between 
the  two  armies. 

The  height  called  Zifchka,  which 
.overlooks  the  city,  being  guarded 
only  by  a  few  Croats,  was  inftantly 
feized,  without  oppoiition,  by  fome 
grenadiers i  and  the  batteries,  eredled 
at  the  foot  of  that  mountain,  being 
ready,  on  the  fifth  day,  played  with 
fuch  fuccefs^  on  the  old  town,  v/ith 
C  3  bombs. 
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bombs,  and  red-hot  balls,  that  it 
was  fet  on  fire.  The  King  made 
every  effort  to  take  the  city,  before 
Prince  Charles  could  bring  his  army 
from  the  Rhine  to  its  relief. 

General  Harfch  thought  proper 
to  capitulate,  "  after  a  fiege  of 
*'  twelve  days,  during  which  not 
"  more  than  five  hundred  men  of 
"the  garrifon,  at  the  utmoft,  were 
"killed  and  wounded,  though" 
eighteen  thoufand  men  were  made 
prifoners. 

Thus  far  we  had  met  with  no  im- 
pediment. The  Imperial  army, 
however,  under  the  command  of 
Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  having 
quitted  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  was 
advancing  to  fave  Bohemia. 

During  this  campaign  we  faw  the 
enemy  only  at  a  diftance;  but  the 
Auflrian  light  troops,  being  thrice  as 
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numeroxis  as  ours,  prevented  us 
from  all  foraging.  Winter  was  ap- 
proaching, dearth  and  hunger  made 
Frederic  determine  to  retreat,  with- 
out'the  lead  hope  from  the  countries 
in  our  rear,  which  we  had  entirely 
laid  waile  as  we  had  advanced.  The 
feverity  of  the  feafon,  in  the  month 
of  November,  rendered  the  foldiers 
cxcefTively  impatient  of  their  hard- 
fnips ;  and,  accuftomed  to  conquer, 
the  Pruffians  were  adiamed  of,  and 
repined  at,  retreat  :  the  enemy's 
light  troops  facilitated  defertion, 
and  we  loft,  in  a  few  weeks,  above 
thirty  thoufand  men.  Thepandours 
of  my  kinfman,  the  Auftrian  Trenck, 
were  inceflantly  at  our  heels,  gave  us 
frequent  alarms,  did  us  great  injury, 
and,  by  their  alertnefs,  we  never  could 
make  any  imprefTion  upon  them 
with  our  cannon.  Trenck,  at  length, 
C  4  pafTed 
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pafled  the  Illbe,  and  went  and  bnrnr, 
or  deftroyed,  our  magazines  at  Par- 
dubitz  :  it  was^  therefore,  refolvcd, 
wholly,  to  evacuate  Bohemia. 

The  King  hoped  to  have  brought 
Prince  Charles  to  a  battle,  between 
Bennefchan  and  Kannupitz,  but  in 
vain  :  the  Saxons,  during  the  night, 
had  ereded  a  battery  cf  three  and 
twenty  cannon,  on  a  mound  which 
feparated  two  ponds :  this  was  the 
precife  road  by  which  the  King 
meant  to  make  the  attack. 

Thus  were  we  obliged  to  aban- 
don Bohemia,  The  dearth,  both  for 
man  and  horfe,  began  to  grow  ex- 
treme. The  weather  was  bad  -,  the 
roads  in  deep  ruts  -,  marches  were 
unceafing;  alarms  and  attacks  from 
the  enemy's  light  troops  became  in- 
ceflant.      The  difcontent  all  thefe 

infpirecl 
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infpired  was  univerfal,  and  this  oc- 
Cafioned  the  great  lofs  of  the  army. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  had 
Prince  Charles  continued  to  harafs 
us,  by  purfuing'us  into  Silefia,  had 
he  made  a  winter  campaign,  indead 
of  remaining  indolently  at  eafe  in  Bo- 
hemia:, we,  certainly,  fhould  not  have 
vanquiilied  him,  the  year  following, 
at  Strigau  -,  but  he,  only,  followed, 
at  a  diftance,  as  far  as  the  Bohemian 
frontiers.  This  gave  Frederic  time 
to  recover,  and  the  m.ore  cffeflually, 
becaufe  the  Auftrians  had  the  im- 
prudence to  permit  the  return  of 
deferters. 

This  Vv'as  a  repetition  of  what  had 
happened  to  Charles  XII.  when  he 
fullered  his  Ruffian  prifoners  to  re- 
turn home,  who,  afterwards,  fo  ef- 
fetflually  punifhed  his  contempt  of 
them  at  the  battle  of  Pultawa. 

C  5  Prague 
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Prague  v/as  obliged  to  be  aban- 
doned, with  confiderable  lofs;  and 
Trenck  feized  on  Tabor,  Budweis, 
and  Frauenberg,  where  he  took, 
prlfoners,  the  regiments  of  Wal- 
rabe  and  Kreutz. 

No  one  would  have  been  better 
able  to  give  a  faithful  hiflory  of  this 
cannpaign  than  myfelf,  had  I  room 
in  this  place,  and  had  I,  at  that  time, 
been   more  attentive   to  things  of 
moment;  fince  I  not  only  performed 
the  office  of  adjutant  to  the  King, 
when  he  went   to  reconnoitre,    or 
choofe    a   place    of    encampment, 
but  it  was,  moreover,  my  duty  to 
provide  forage  for  the  head  quarters. 
'[  The  King  having  only  permitted 
**  me  to  take  lix  volunteer  guards, 
*'  to  execute  this  latter  duty,  1  was 
"  obliged  to  add  to  them  horfe  chaA 
"  feurs,   and  huflars,  with  whom  I 
"  was,  continually,  in  motion."  I 

was 
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was  peculiarly  fortunate  on  two  oc- 
cafions,  by  happening  to  come  after 
the  enemy,  when  they  had  left 
loaded  waggons^  and  forage  bundles. 

1  feldom  pafled  the  night  in  my 
tent  during  this  campaign,  and  my 
indefatigable  acflivity  obtained  the 
favour,  and  entire  confidence  of 
Frederic.  Nothing  fo  much  contri- 
buted to  infpire  me  with  emulation, 
as  the  public  praifes  I  received, 
and  my  enthufiafm  wilhed  to  per- 
form wonders.  This  campaign, 
however,  but  ill  fupplied  me  with 
opportunities  to  difplay  this  my 
youthful  ardour. 

"  At  length,  no  one  durd  leave 
*^  the  camp,  notwithftandingthe  ex- 
"  tremity  of  the  dearth,  becaufe  of 
*'  the  innumerable  clouds  of  pan« 
"  dours,  and  huiTars,  that  hovered 
<«  every  where  around." 

C  6  "No 


(     36     ) 

"  No  fooner  were  we  arrived  in 
"  Silefia,  than  the  King's  body  guard 
''  was  fent  to  Berlin,  there  to  remain 
"  in  winter  quarters." 

"  I  fliould  not,  here,  have  men- 
*'  tioned  the  Bohemian  war,  but 
**  that,  while  writing  the  hiftory  of 
"  my  life,  I  ought  not  to  omit  ac- 
*'  cidents  by  which  my  future  def- 
*^  tiny  was  influenced/' 

■'-  "  One  day,  while  at  Bennafchen, 
'^  I  was  commanded  out  with  a  de- 
"  tachmcnt  of  thirty  hufiars,  and 
"  twenty   chafTeurs,   on   a  foraging 

*  This  llory  is  only  glanced  at  in  the  Ger- 
man, and  not  related  circumflantially :  we 
have,  here,  followed  the  French.  Reufons  are 
given,  in  the  preface,  why  fuch  alterations,  and 
deviations,  are  in  fome  few  places  retained  ; 
and,  being  diftinguiflied  by  commas,  the  rea- 
der may  judge,  or  compare  them  with  the  ori- 
ginal, as  he  fliall  think  pfoper.        T. 

**  P'^fty» 
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"  party.  I  had  polled  my  hußars  ifi 
"  a  convent,  and  gone  nfiyfelf,  with 
'^  the  chajßfeursj  to  a  manfion-houfej 
"  to  feize  the  carts  necefTary  for  the 
"  conveyance  of  the  hay  and  draw 
^^  from  a  neighbouring  farm.  An 
"  Auftrian  lieutenant  of  hufiars, 
'^  concealed,  with  thirty  fix  horfemen, 
"  in  a  wood,  having  remarked  the 
"  weaknefs  of  my  efcort  5  profiting 
"  by  the  moment  when  my  people 
"  were  all  employed  in  loading  the 
"  carts,and,havingfir{lfeizedourfen- 
*'  tinel,  fell  fuddenly  upon  them,  and 
*'  took  them  all  prifoners  in  the  very 
"  farm-yard.  At  this  moment  I 
"  was  feated  at  my  eafe,  befide  the 
"  lady  of  the  manfion-houfe,  and 
"was  a  fpeflator  of  the  whole 
*'  tranfadion  through  the  window. 

"  Afhamed,  and  in  defpair  at  my 
"  negligence,  the  kind  lady  wifiied 

"  to 


(     38     ) 

*'  to  hide  mc  when  the  firing  was 
*'  heard  in  the  farm-yard.     By  good 
*^  fortune  the  huflars,  whom  I  had 
•'  ftationed    in    the    cojivent,    had 
*'  Jearnt,  by  a  pealant,  there  was  an 
*^  Auflrian  detachment  in  the  wood  ; 
"  they  had  feen  us^  at  a  diftance^  enter 
"  the  farm-yard,  haftily  marched  to 
*^  our  aid,    and  wc   had    not   been 
"  taken  more  than  two  minutes  be- 
^*  fore  they  arrived.    1   cannot  ex- 
"  prefs  the  pleafure  with  which  I  put 
"  myfelf  at  their  head.      Some  of 
"  the  enemy's  party  efcaped  through 
"  a  back   door,  but  we  made  two 
"  and  twenty  prifoners,  with  a'lieu- 
"  tenant  of  the  regiment  of  Kal- 
*'  nockichen  :    they  had    two   men 
*«  killed,  and  one    wounded ;     and 
*^  two,   alfo,  of  my  chafleurs  were 
y  hewed  down,  by  the  fabre,  in  the 

«  hay- 


<Miay-lofr,  wnefe'they  were  at 
"  work." 

"  We  continued  our  forage  with 
^^  more  caution  after  this  accident:  the 
*^  horfeswehad  taken  ferved,  in  part;, 
'^  to  draw  the  carts ;  and,  after  raifing 
*^  a  contribution  of  one  hundred  and 
*^  fifty  ducats,  on  the  convent,  which 
"  I  difbributed  among  the  foldiers, 
*^  to  engage  them  to  filence,  we  re- 
*^  turned  to*  the  army,  from  which 
*^  we  were  diftant  about  two  leagues." 

*'  We  heard  firing  as  we  marched, 
*'  and  the  foragers,  on  all  fides,  were 
"  battling  with  the  enemy.  A  lieu- 
"  tenant,  and  forty  horfe,  joined  me; 
"  yet,  with  this  reinforcement,  I 
"  durfl  not  return  to  the  camp,  be- 
"  caufe  I  learnt  we  were  in  danger 
"  from  more  than  eight  hundred 
**  pandours,  and  huflars,  who  were 
"in  the  plain.     I^  therefore,  deter- 

"  mined 
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'^  mined  to  take  a  long,  winding,  but 
"  fecret  rout,  and  had  the  good  for- 
*'  tune  to  come  fafe  to  quarters, 
"  with  my  prifoners,  and  five  and 
*'  twenty  loaded  carts.  The  King 
*'  was  at  dinner  when  I  entered  his 
'^  tent.  Having  been  abfent  all 
"  night,  it  was  imagined  I  had 
*'  been  taken,  that  accident  having 
"  happened,  the  fame  day,  to  m.any 
''  others/' 

'^  The  indant  I  entered,  the  King 
"  demanded  if  I  returned  fingly. 
"  No,  pleafe  your  Majefty,  anfwer- 
**  ed  I;  I  have  brought  five  and 
"  twenty  load  of  forage,  and  tv/o 
"  and  twenty  prifoners,  with  their 
*^  officer  and  horfcs." 

"  The  King,  then,  commanded 
"  me  to  fit  down,  and,  turning 
'*  himfelf  toward  the  Englifti  am- 
"  balFador,  who  was  near  him,  faid, 

"  lay- 
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*^  laying  his  hand  on  my  fhouldtry 
Cefi  un  Matador  de  ma  jeunejfs,  * 
A  reconnoitring  party  was,  at 
^^  the  fame  moment,  in  waiting  be- 
"  fore  his  tent  -,.  he,  confequently, 
"  aiked  me  few  queftions,  and,  to 
'.*  thofe  he  did  aß<:,  I  replied  trem- 
"  blingly.  In  a  few  minutes  he 
**  rofe  from  table,  gavx  a  glance 
"  at  the  prifoners,  hung  the  Order 
"  of  Merit  round  my  neck,  com- 
"  manded  me  to  go  and  repofe, 
'^  and  fet  off  with  his  party." 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  em- 
barrafTment  of  my  fi  tu  action  ;  my 
unpardonable  negligence  deferved 
that  I  fhould  have  been  broken, 
inftead  of  -which  I  was  rewarded  ; 
an  inftance,  this,  of  the  great  influ- 
ence 

*  Literally,  "  He  is  a  matndore  of  my  youth." 
The  allufion,  apparently,  is  to  the  relifllefs  power 
of  the  Matadore  at  the  game  of  Quadrille.  T,, 
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encc  of  chance  on  the  affairs  of  this 
world.  How  many  generals  have 
gained  vidlories  by  their  very  errors, 
which  have  been,  afterwards,  attri- 
buted to  their  genius  !  '^  It  is  evi- 
"  dent,  the  ferjeant  of  HufTars,  who 
"  retook  nne  and  my  men,  by  bring- 
"  ing  up  his  party,  was  much  bet- 
'^  ter  intided  than  myfelf  to  the 
*'  recompenfe  I  received."  How 
many  times  afterward,  during  life, 
did  I  meet  difgrace  and  punifh- 
ment,  when  I  deferved  reward  !  My 
inquietude  left  the  truth  fiiould  be 
difcovered  was  extreme,  efpecially 
recolledling  how  many  people  were 
in  the  fecret ;  and  my  apprehenfions 
were  inceflant. 

"  As  I  did  not  want  money,  I 
"  gave  the  ferjeants  twenty  ducats 
"  each,  and  the  foldiers  one,  in 
*'  order  to  infure  their  filence,  which, 


*^  being 


(    43     ) 

"  being  a  favorite  with  them,  they 
"  readily  promifed."  I,  however,  was 
determined  to  declare  the  truth  the 
very  firft  opportunity,  and  this  hap- 
pened a  few  days  after. 

We  were  on  our  march,  and  T, 
as  cornet,  was  at  the  head  of  my 
company,  when  the  King,  advancing, 
beckoned  me  to  come  to  him,  and 
bade  me  tell  him  exadly  how  the 
affair  I  had  fo  lately  been  engaged 
in  happened. 

The  queftion,  at  firfl,  made  me 
miflruftlwas  betrayed,  but,  remark- 
ing the  King  had  a  mildnefs  in  his 
manner,  I,  prefently,  recovered  my- 
felf,  and  related  the  exa6t  truth. 
I  faw  the  aftonifhment  of  his  coun- 
tenance, butT,  at  the  fame  time,  faw 
he  was  pleafed  with  my  fincerity. 
He  fpoke  to  me  for  half  an  hour,  not 
as  a  king,  but  as  a  father,  praifed 

my 
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my  candor,  and  ended  with  the  fol- 
lowing words,-  which,  while  life  re- 
mains, I  fhall  never  forget  :  "  Con- 
'*  fide  in  the  advice  I  give  you  ;  de- 
'«  pend,  wholly,  upon  me,  and  I  will 
"  make  you  a  man."  Whoever  can 
feel  can  innagine  how  infinitely 
my  gratitude  towards  the  King  was- 
increafed,  by  this  his  great  goodnefs ; 
from  that  moment  I  had  no  other 
defire  than  to  live  and  die  for  his 
fervice. 

I,  foon,  perceived  the  confidence 
the  King  had  in  me  after  this  expla- 
nation, of  which  I  received  very  fre- 
quent marks,  the  following  winter, 
at  Berlin.  He  permitted  me  to  be 
prefent  at  his  converfations  with  the 
literati  of  his  court,  and  my  flate 
y/as  truly  enviable. 

I  received,  this  fame  winter,  more 
than  fi.ve  hundred  ducats  as  prefents. 

So 
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So  much  happinefs  could  not  but 
excite  jealoufy,  and  this  began  to  be 
manifeft  on  every  fide.  I  had  too 
little  difguife  for  a  courtier,  and  my 
heart  was  much  too  open  and  frank. 

Before  I  proceed,  I  will,  here,  re- 
late an  incident  of  the  lafl  campaign, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  be  read  in  the 
hiflory  of  Frederic. 

During  the  retreat  from  Bohemia, 
the  King  came  to  Kollin,  with  his 
horfe  guards,  the  cavalry  piquets 
of  the  head  quarters,  and  the  fecond 
and  third  battalions  of  guards.  We 
had  only  four  field  pieces,  and  our 
fquadron  was  firarioned  in  one  of  the 
fuburbs.  Our  advanced  pofls,  to- 
wards evening,  v/ere  driven  back  into 
the  town,  and  the  hufiars  entered 
pell  mell  :  the  enemy's  iight  troops 
fwarmed  over  the  country,  and  my 
commanding  officer  fenc  me,  imme- 

diately^ 
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diately,  to  receive  the  King's  orders. 
After  much  fearch,  I  found  him,  at 
the  top  of  a  fleeple,  with  a  telefcope 
in  his  hand.  Never  did  I  fee  him  fo 
difturbed,  or  undecided,  as  on  this 
occafion.  Orders  were,  immediately, 
given  that  we  fliould  retreat  through 
the  city  into  the  oppofite  fuburb, 
where  we  were  to  halt,  but  not  un- 
faddle. 

We  had  not  been  here  long,  be- 
fore a  mod  heavy  rain  fell,  and  the 
night  became  exceedingly  dark. 
My  coufin  Trenck  made  his  appear- 
ance about  nine  in  the  evening, 
with  his  Pandour  and  JanifTary 
mufic,  and  fet  fire  to  feveral  houfcs. 
They  found  we  were  in  the  fuburb, 
and  began  to  fire  upon  us  from  the 
city  windows.  The- tumult  b-^came 
extreme;  the  city  was  too  full  for 
us  to  re-enter:  the  gate  was  fhut, 

and 
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and  they  from  above  fired  at  us 
-with  our  field  pieces.  Trenck  had 
let  in  the  waters  upon  us,  and  we 
were  up  to  the  girths  by  naidnight, 
and  almolt  in  defpair.  We  loll 
feven  men,  and  my  horfe  was  wound- 
ed in  the  neck. 

The  King  and  all  of  us  had,  cer- 
tainly, been  made  prifoners,  had  my 
£0ufin,  as  he  has  fmce  told  me,  been 
able  to  continue  the  affault  he  had 
begun ;  but,  a  cannon  ball  having 
wounded  him  in  th<;  foot^  he  was 
carried  off,  and  the  pandours  re- 
tired. The  corps  of  NafTau  arrived 
next  day  to  our  aidj  we  quitted 
Kollin,  and,  during  the  march,  the 
King  faid  to  me,  *'  Your  coufm  had 
"  nearly  played  us  a  malicious  prank 
"  lafl  night,  but  the  deferters  fay  he 
^^  is  killed."     He   then    afked  me 

what 
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>?vhat  our  rclationfhip  was,  and  there 
our  converfation  ended. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of 
December  when  we  came  to  Berlin, 
where  I  was  received  with  open 
arms.  I  became  lefs  cautious  than 
formerly,  and,  perhaps,  was  more 
narrowly  obferved.  A  lieutenant 
of  the  foot  guards,  who  was  a  pub- 
lic Ganymede,  and  againft  whom 
I  had  that  natural  antipathy  and 
abhorrence  I  have  for  all  fuch 
wretches,  having  indulged  himfelf  in 
feme  very  impertinent  jokes  on  the 
fecrct  of  my  an^our,  I  beftowed  on 
him  the  epithet  he  deferved  :  we 
drew  our  fwords,  and  he  was  wound- 
ed. On  the  Sunday  following,  I 
prefented  myfelf  to  pay  my  refpeds 
to  his  Majefty  on  the  parade,  who 
faid  to  me,  as  he  pafled,  **  The  thun- 
"  der   begins  to  roll,   and  the  bolt 

"  may 
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«^  may  fall :   beware/'     He  added 
nothing  more, 

Sifce  little  time  after,  I  was  a 
few  minutes  too  late  on  the  parade; 
the  King  remarked  it,  and  fent  me, 
under  arreft,  to  the  foot  guard  at 
Potfdam.  When  I  had  been  here  a 
fortnight.  Colonel  Wartenlleben 
came,  and  advifed  me  to  petition 
for  pardon.  I  was,  then,  too  much  a 
novice  in  the  modes  of  the  court  to 
follow  his  counfel,  nor  did  I,  even, 
remark  the  perfon  who  gave  it  me 
was  himfelf  a  moft  fubtle  courtier. 
I  complained  bitterly  that  I  had  fo 
long  been  deprived  of  liberty,  for  a 
fault  which  was  ufually  puniÜied  by 
three,  or,  at  the  mofl:,  fix  days  arreft. 
Here,  accordingly,  I  remained. 

Eight  days  after,  the  King  being 
come  to  Potfdam,  I  was  fent,  by 
General  Bourke,  to  Berlin,  to  carry 
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fome  letters,  but  without  having 
fecn  the  King.  On  my  return,  I 
prefented  myfelf  to  him  on  the  pa- 
rade ;  and,  as  our  fquadron  was  gar- 
rifoned  at  Berlin,  I  aiked,  *'  Does  it 
*'  pleafe  your  Majefty  that  I  ihould 
"  go  and  join  my  corps  ?"  *'  Whence 
"  come  you  ?"  anfwered  he — ^^  From 
''  Berlin'* — "And  where wereyoube- 
"  fore  you  went  to  Berlin  ? " — '^  Un- 
*^  der  arreft  " — "  Then  under  arrcfl 
"  you  mud  remain.'* 

I  did  not  recover  my  liberty,  till 
three  days  before  our  departure  for 
Silefia,  towards  which  we  marched, 
with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May,  to  commence  our  fe- 
cond  campaign. 

Here  I  muft  recount  an  event 
which  happened  that  winter,  and 
which  became  the  fource  of  all  my 
misfortunes.      I    muft   intreat  my 

readers 
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readers  to  pay  the  utmoft  attention 
to  this,  fince  this  error,  if  innocence 
can  be  error,  was  the  caufe  that 
the  mod  faithful,  and  the  bed  of 
fubjeds  became  bewildered  in  fcenes 
of  wretchednefs,  and  was  the  vi(5tim 
of  naifery,  from  his  nineteenth  to 
the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age,  I  dare 
prefume  this  true  narrative,  fup- 
ported  by  teflimonies  the  mod  au- 
thentic, may  fully  vindicate  my  pre- 
fent  honour,  and  my  future  memory. 
Francis  Baron  of  Trenck  was 
the  fon  of  my  father's  brother,  con- 
fequently  my  coufin  german.  I 
fliall  fpeak,  hereafter,  of  the  fingu- 
lar  events  of  his  life.  Being  a  com- 
mander of  pandours  in  the  Auftriaa 
fervice,  and  grievoufly  wounded  in 
Bavaria,  in  the  year  1743,  he  wrote 
to  my  mother,  informing  her  he  in- 
tended me^  her  eldefl  fon,  for  his 
D  2  univer-. 
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iinlverfal  legatee.  This  letter,  to 
which  I  returned  no  anfwer,  was 
lent  me  to  Fotfclam,  I  was  fo  fatif- 
fied  with  my  fituation,  and  had  fuch 
numerous  reafons  fo  to  be,  confi- 
dering  the  kindnefs  with  which 
the  King  treated  me,  that  I  would 
not  have  exchanged  my  good  for- 
tune for  all  the  treafures  of  the  Great 
Mogul. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February,  1744, 
being  at  Berlin,  I  was  in  company 
with  Captain  Jafchinfky,  commander 
of  the  body-guard,  the  captain  of 
which  ranks  as  colonel  in  the  army, 
together  with  Lieutenant  Studnitz, 
and  Cornet  Wagnitz.  The  latterwas 
my  field  comrade,  and  is,  at  this  pre- 
fent,  commander  general  of  the  ca- 
valry of  Helfe  Caflel.  The  Auftrian 
Trenck  became  the  fubjedt  of  conver- 
fation,  and  Jafchinfky  afked  if  I  was 
6  his 
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his  kinfman  :   I  anlwered  yes,  and, 

immediately,  mentioned  his  having 

made  me  his  univerfal  heir,     "And 

'^  what  anfvver  have  you  returned?" 

faid  Jafchinfky — "  None  at  all." 

The  whole  company,  then,  obferv- 

ed  that,  in  a  cafe  like  the  prefent, 

I  was  much  to  blame  not  to  anfwer  ; 

that   the  leafl  I  could  do  would  be 

to  thank  him  for  his  good  wiflies, 

and  intreat  a  continuance  of  them. 

Jafchinfl^y  further  added,    '*  Defirc 

"  him  to  fend  you  fome  of  his  fine 

"  Hungarian  horfes  for    your  own 

"  ufe,  and  give  me   the  letter ;  I 

"  will  convey  it  to  him,  by  means 

^^  of  Mr.  Boflart,  legation  counfellor 

*^  of  the  Saxon  embafly ;  but  on  con- 

"  dition  that  you  will  give  me  one 

*^  of   the  horfes.     This   correfpon- 

'^  dence  is  a  family,  and  not  a  flate, 

"  affair;  befide  that,  I  will  be  anfwer- 

*^  able  for  the  confequences." 

D  J  I,  im^ 
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I,  immediately,  took  my  com- 
mander's advice,  and  began  to  write; 
and  had  thofe,  who  fufpeded  me, 
thought  proper  to  make  the  leafl  in- 
quiry into  thefe  circumftances,  the 
four  witnefles,  who  read  what  I  wrote, 
could  have  attefted  my  innocence, 
and  rendered  it  indubitable.  I  gave 
my  letter,  open,  to  Jafchinfl^y,  who 
iealed  and  lent  it  himfelf. 

I  muft  omit  none  of  the  incidents 

.V- 

concerning  this  letter,  it  being  the 
fole  caufe  of  all  my  fufFerings.  I 
fnall,  therefore,  here,  relate  an  event, 
which  was  the  firfl:  occafion  of  the 
unjuft  fufpicions  entertained  againft 
me. 

One  of  my  grooms,  with  two  led 
horfes,  was,  among  many  others, 
taken  by  the  pandours  of  Trenck. 
When  I  returned  to  the  camp,  I  was 
to  accompany  the  King  on  a  recon- 
noitring 
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noitring  party.  My  horfe  v/as  too 
tired,  and  1  had  no  other  :  I  informed 
him  of  my  embarrafiinent,  and  his 
Majefly,  immediately,  made  me  a 
prefent  of  a  fine  Englifh  courfer. 

Some  days  after,  I  was  exceed- 
ingly aflonidied  to  fee  m.y  groom 
return,  with  my  two  Jiorfes,  and  a 
pandour  trumpeter,  who  brought 
me  a  letter,  containing  nearly  the 
following  words. 

"  The  Aiiftrian  Trenck  is  not  at 
"  war  with  the  Prufiian  Trenck,  but, 
"  on  the  contrary,  is  happy  to  have 
"  recovered  the  horfes  from  his 
"  huflars,  and  return  them  to  whom 
"  they  firft  belonged,  &c." 

I  went,  the  fame  day,  to  pay  my 
refpe6ls  to  the  King,  who,  receiving 
me  with  great  coldnefs,  faid,  ''  Since 
"  your  coufin  has  returned  your  own 
"  horfes,  you  have  no  more  need  of 
«  mine/' 

D4  There 


(    s6    ) 

There  were  too  many  who  envied 
me  to  fuppofe  thefe  words  would 
cfcape  repetition.  The  return  of 
the  horfes  feems,  infinitely,  to  have 
increaft'd  that  Aifpicion  Frederic 
entertained  againft  me,  and,  there-- 
fore,  became  one  of  the  principal 
caufes  of  my^misfortunes :  it  is  for 
this  reafon  that  I  dwell  upon  this  and 
fuch-like  fmall  incidents,  they  being 
necelfary  for  my  own  juftification, 
and,  were  it  poflible,  for  that  of  the 
King.  My  innocence  is,  indeed,  at 
prefent,  univerfally  acknowledged, 
by  the  court,  the  army,  and  the  whole 
nation,  who,  all,  mention  the  injuflice 
I  fuffered,  with  pity,  and  the  for- 
titude with  which  it  was  endured, 
with  furprife. 

We  marched  for  Silefia^  to  enter 
on  our  fecond  campaign,  which,  to 

the 
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the  Pruflians,  was  as  bloody,  and 
murderous,  as  it  was  glorious. 

The  King's  head  quarters  were 
fixed  at  the  convent  of  Kamenz, 
where  we  refbed  fourteen  days,  and 
the  army  remained  in  cantonments. 
Prince  Charles,  inftead  of  following 
us  into  Bohemia,  had  the  imprudence 
to  occupy  the  plain  of  Strigau,.  and 
we,  already,  concluded  his  army  was 
beaten.  Whoever  is  well  acquainted 
with  tallies,  and  the  PrulTian  ma- 
noeuvres, will  eafily  judge,  without 
the  aid  of  calculation  or  witchcraft, 
whether  a  well  or  ill-difciplined 
army,  in  an  open  plain,  ought  to 
be  vidorious. 

The  army,  haftily,  left  its  canton- 
ments, and,  in  twenty-four  hours^ 
was  in  order  of  battle^  and,  on  the 
14th  of  June,  eighteen  thoufand  bo- 
dies lay  (Iretched  on  the  plain  of  Stri- 
D  5  gau* 
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gau.  The  allied  armies  of  Auflria 
and  Saxony  were  totally  defeated. 

The  body  guard  was  on  the  right; 
and,  before  the  attack,  the  King  faid 
to  our  fquadron,  *^  Prove,  to-day, 
•'  my  children,  that  you  are  my  body 
'^  guard,  and  give  no  Saxon  quarter.** 

We  made  three  attacks  on  the 
cavalry,  and  two  on  the  infantry. 
Nothing  could  withftand  a  fquadron 
like  this,  which,  formen,  horfes,  cou- 
rage, and  experience,  was,  affuredly, 
the  firfl  in  the  world.  Our  corps, 
alone,  took  feven  ftandards  and  five 
pair  of  colours,  and,  in  lefs  than  an 
hour,  the  affair  was  over. 

I  received  a  piflol  fliot  in  my  right 
hand,  my  horfe  was  defperately 
wounded,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
change  on  the  third  charge.  The 
day  after  the  battle,  all  the  officers 
were  rewarded  with   the  Order  of 

Merit. 
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Merit.  For  my  own  part,  I  re- 
mained four  weeks,  among  the 
wounded,  at  Schweidnicz,  where 
there  were  fixceen  thoufand  men 
under  the  torture  of  the  army  fur- 
geons,  many  of  whom  had  not  their 
wounds  drefled  till  the  third  day. 

I  was  near  three  months  before 
I  recovered  the  ufe  of  my  hand  :  I, 
neverthelefs,  rejoined  my  corps,  con- 
tinued to  perform  my  duty,  and,  as 
ufual,  accompanied  the  King,  v/hen 
he  went  to  reconnoitre.  For  fome 
time  paft,  he  had  placed  confidence 
in  me,  and  his  kindnefs  towards  me, 
continually,  increafcd,  which  raifed 
my  gratitude,  even  to  enthufiafm. 

I,  alfo,  performed  the  fcrvice  of  ad- 
jutant, during  this  campaign,  a  cir- 
cumilantial  account  of  which,  no 
perfon  is  better  enabled  to  write 
than  myklf)  I  having  been  pre  fen  t 
D  6  ac 
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at  all  that  paflcd.  I  was  the  fcholar 
of  the  greateft  mafter  the  art  of  war 
ever  knew,  and  who  believed  me 
worthy  to  receive  his  infl:ru6lions ; 
but  the  volumes  I  am  writing  would 
be  infufficient  to  contain  all  that 
perfonally  relates  to  myfelf. 

I  mufb,  here,  mention  an  adven- 
ture that  happened  this  time,  and 
which  will  fliew  the  art  of  the  great 
Frederic,  in  forming  youth  for  his 
fervice,  and  devotedly  attaching  them 
to  his  perfon. 

I  was  exceedingly  fond  of  hunt- 
ing, in  which,  notwithftanding  it 
was  feverely  forbidden,  I  indulged 
myfelf.  Laden  with  pheafants,  I 
one  3ay  returned:  but,  judge  my 
aftonifhment,  and  fears,  when  I  faw 
the  army  had  decamped,  and  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  I  CQuld  overtake 
the  rear- guard. 

In 
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In  this  my  diftrefs,  I  applied  to  an 
officer  of  huflars,  who,  inftantly,  lent 
me  his  horfe,  by  the  aid  of  which 
I  rejoined  my  corps,  which,  always, 
marched  as  the  vanguard.  Mount- 
ing my  own  horfe,  I,  tremblingly^ 
rode  to  the  head  of  my  divifion, 
which  it  was  my  duty  to  precede. 
The  King,  howev^er,  had  remarked 
my  abfence,  or,  rather,  had  been  re^ 
minded  of  it  by  my  fuperior  officer, 
who,  for  fome  time  paft,  had  become 
my  enemy. 

Jull  as  the  army  halted,  to  en- 
camp, the  King  rode  towards  me, 
made  a  fignal  for  me  to  approach, 
and,  reading  my  fears  in  my  counte- 
nance, faid,  with  a  fmiie,  "  What, 
"  are  you  juft  returned  from  hunt- 
"  ing?" — "Yes,  your  Majefly; — I 
"  hope — "  Here,  interrupting  me. 
Tie  added,  ^[  Well,  well,  for  this  time 

«lihall 
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"  I  fhall  take  no  further  notice,  re- 
'^  membering  Potfdam  : — but,  how- 
*^  ever,  let  me  find  you  more  atten- 
"  tive  to  your  duty." 

So  ended  this  affair,  for  which  I 
deferved  to  have  been  broken.  I 
muft,  here,  remind  my  readers,  that 
the  King  meant,  by  the  words  remem^ 
bering  Potfdam y  he  remembered  I 
had  been  puniflied  too  feverely  the 
winter  before,  and  that  rny  prefent 
pardon  was  intended  as  a  compen- 
fation. 

This  was,  indeed,  to  think  and  ad: 
greatly ;  this  was,  indeed,  the  true 
art  of  forming  great  men^  an  art 
much  more  effedlual  than  that  of 
ferocious  generals,  who  threaten 
fubalterns  v/ith  imprifonment,  and 
chains,  on  every  flight  occafion  ; 
and,  while  indulging  all  the  rigours 
of  military  law,  make  no  diftinflion 

of 
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of  minds  or  men.     Frederic,  on  t!ie 

contrary,  fometimes  pardoned  the 
failings  of  genius,  while  mechanic 
fouls  he  mechanically  punifhed,  ac- 
cording to  the  very  letter  of  the  laws 
of  war. 

I  fhall,  further,  remark,  the  King 
took  no  more  notice  of  my  late 
fault,  except  that,  fometimes,  when 
I  had  the  honour  to  dine  with  him, 
he  would  ridicule  people  who  were 
too  often  at  the  chace,  or,  who  were 
fo  choleric  that  they  took  occafioa 
to  quarrel  for  the  leaft  trifle. 

The  campaign  paiTed  in  different 
manoeuvres,  marches,  and  counter- 
marches. Our  corps  was  the  moft 
fatigued,  as  being  encamped  round 
the  King's  tent,  the  llation  of  which 
is  central,  and  having,  likewife,  the 
care  of  the  vanguard :  we  were, 
therefore,  obliged  to  begin  our 
march  two  hours  fooner  than  the  re- 
mainder 
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mainder  of  the  army,  that  we  might 
be  in  our  place.  We,  alfo,  accom- 
panied the  King,  whenever  he  went 
to  reconnoitre  ;  traced  the  lines  of 
encampment;  led  the  horfe  to  water i 
infpedled  the  head  quarters ;  regu- 
lated the  march  and  encampment, 
according  to  the  King's  orders ; 
which  robbed  us  of  much  red,  we 
being  but  fiK  officers  to  execute  fo 
many  different  fun6lions. 

Still  further,  we  often  performed 
the  office  of  couriers,  to  bear  the 
royal  commands  to  detachments. 
The  King  was  particularly  careful 
that  the  officers  of  his  guards,  whom 
he  intended  fhould  become  excellent 
in  the  art  of  taäics,  Ihould  not  be 
idle  in  his  fchooK  It  was  ncceffary 
to  do  much,  in  order  that  much 
might  be  learnt.  Labour,  vigilance;, 
aäivity,  the  love  of  glory,  and  the  love 

of 
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of  their  country,  animated  all  his 
generals;  into  whonn,  it  nnay  be 
faid,  he  infufed  his  fpirlt. 

In  this  fchool  I  gained  inflrudlion, 
and  here,  already,  was  I  feledled  as 
one  dcftined  to  inftrudl  others  :  yet, 
in  my  fortieth  year,  a  great  general, 
at  Vienna,  told  me,  "  My  dear 
'^  Trenck,  our  difcipline  would  be 
"  too  difficult  for  you  to  learn ;  for 
**  which,  indeed,  you  are  too  far 
**  advanced  in  life."  Agreeable  to 
this  wife  decifion  was  I  made  an 
Auftrian  invalid,  and  an  invalid 
have  always  remained:  a  judgment, 
like  this,  would  have  been  laughed 
at,  moft  certainly,  at  Berlin. 

If  I  miftake  not,  the  famous  bat- 
tle of  Soor,  or  Sorau,  was  fought  on 
the  14th  day  of  September.  The 
King  had  fent  fo  many  detachments 
into  Saxony,  Bohemia,  and  Silefia,, 

that 
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that  the  main  army  did  not  confift 
of  more  than  twenty-fix  thoufand 
men.  Negle6ting  advice,  and  oblli- 
nate  in  judging  his  enemy  by  num- 
bers, and  not  according  to  the  ex- 
cellence of  difcipline,  and  other 
accidents,  Prince  Charles,  blind  to 
the  real  ftrength  of  the  Pruflian 
armies,  had  enclofed  this  fmall 
number  of  Pomeranian  and  Bran- 
denburgh  regiments  with  more  than 
eighty-fix  thoufand  men,  intending 
to  take  them  all  prifoners. 

It  will,  foon,  be  feen,  from  my  nar- 
rative, with  what  kind  of  fecrefy  his 
plan  was  laid  and  executed. 

The  King  came  into  my  tent  about 
midnights  as  he,  alfo,  did  into  that 
of  all  the  officers,  to  awaken  them  : 
his  orders  were,  fecretly  to  faddle, 
leave  the  baggage  in  the  rear,  and 
that  the  men  fhould  ftand  ready  to 
mount  at  the  word  of  command. 

Lieu- 
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Lieutenant  Studnitz  and  myfelf 
attended  the  King,  who  went  in 
perfon,  and  gave  diredions  through 
the  v>'hole  army :  meantime,  break 
of  day  was  expedled  with  anxiety. 

Oppofite  the  defile,  through  which 
the  enemy  were  to  march  to  the 
attack,  eight  field-pieces  were  con- 
cealed behind  a  hill.  The  King 
mufl,  necefTarily,  have  been  informed 
of  the  whole  plan  of  the  Auftrian 
general,  for  he  had  called  in  the 
advanced  pofls  from  the  heights, 
that  he  might  lull  him  into  fecurity, 
and  make  him  imagine  we  fhould  be 
furprifed  in  the  midft  of  fleep. 

Scarcely  did  break  of  day  appear 
before  the  Auflrian  artillery,  fituated 
upon  the  heights,  began  to  play 
upon  our  camp,  and  their  cavalry  to 
march,  through  the  defile,  to  the 
attack. 

As  fuddenly  were   we  in  battle 

array  i 
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array  ;  for,  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes, 
we  oiirfelves  began  the  attack,  not- 
withfbanding  our  fmall  number,  the 
whole  army  only  containing  five 
regiments  of  cavalry,  and  fell  with 
fuch  fury  upon  the  enemy,  who,  at 
this  time,  were  wholly  employed  in 
forming  their  men  at  the  mouth  of 
the  defile,  and  that  flowly,  little 
expelling  fo  fudden  and  violent 
a  charge,  that  we  drove  them  back 
into  the  defile,  where  they  prefTed 
upon  each  other  in  crowds :  the 
King,  himfelf,  flood  ready  to  unmafk 
his  eight  field-pieces,  and  a  dreadful 
and  bloody  flaughter  enfued  in  this 
narrow  place ;  from  which  the  ene- 
my had  not  the  power  to  retreat. 
This  fingle  incident  gained  the  bat- 
tie,  and  deceived  all  the  hopes  of 
Prince  Charles. 

Nadafti,  Trenck,    and   the  light 

troops. 
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troops,  fent  to  attack  our  rear,  were 
employed  in  pillaging  the  camp. 
The  ferocious  Croats  met  no  oppo- 
fition,  while  this  their  error  made 
our  vidory  more  fecure.  It  de- 
ferves  to  be  noticed  that,  when  ad- 
vice was  brought  to  the  King,  the 
enemy  had  fallen  upon,  and  were 
plundering  the  camp,  his  anfwer 
was,  *^  So  much  the  better;  they  have 
**  found  themfelvts  employment,  and 
**will  be  no  impediment  to  our 
"  main  defign.'* 

Our  vi6i:ory  was  complete,  but  all 
our  baggage  was  lofl;  the  head 
quarters,  utterly  undefended,  were 
totally  dripped ;  and  Trenck  had, 
for  his  part  of  the  booty,  the  King's 
tent,  and  his  fervice  of  plate. 

I  have  mentioned  this  circum- 
flance  here,  becaufe  that,  in  the  year 
1746,   my  coufin  Trenck,   having 

fallen 
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fallen  into  the  power  of  his  ene- 
mies, who  had  inflituted  a  legal 
procefs  againft  him,  was  accufed,  by 
fome  villainous  wretches,  of  having 
furprifed  the  King  in  bed  at  the 
battle  of  Sorau,  and,  afterwards,  re- 
leafed  him  for  a  bribe. 

What  was  ftill  worfe,  they  hired 
a  common  proftitute,  a  native  of 
Brunn,  who  pretended  fhe  was  the 
daughter  of  Marfhal  Schwerin,  to 
give  evidence  fhe,  herfelf,  was  in  bed 
with  the  King  when  Trenck  entered 
his  tent,  whom  he,  immediately, 
made  prifoner,  and  as  immediately 
releafed. 

To  this  part  of  the  profecution  I 
myfelf,  an  eye  witnefs,  can  anfwcr :  the 
thing  was  falfe  and  impoflible.  He 
was  inform.ed  of  the  intended  attack. 
I  accompanied  the  watchful  King 
from  midnight  till  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, 
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ing,  which  time  he  employed  in  riding 
through  the  camp,  and  making  the 
neceffary  preparations  to  receive  the 
enemy ;  and  the  a6lion  began  at 
five.  Trenck  could  not  take  the 
King  in  bed,  for  the  battle  was  al- 
moft  gained  when  he,  and  his  pan- 
dours,  entered  the  camp,  and  plun- 
dered the  head  quarters. 

As  for  the  tale  of  Mifs  Schwerin, 
it  is  only  fit  to  be  told  by  fchool- 
boys,  or  examined  by  the  Inquifi- 
tion,  and  was  very  unworthy  of 
making  part  of  the  legal  profecu- 
tion  againfl  an  innocent  man  at 
Vienna. 

This  incident,  however,  is  fo  re- 
markable, that  I  fhall  give,  in  this 
work,  a  farther  account  of  my  kinf- 
man,  and  what  was  called  his  crimi- 
nal procefsj  at  reading  which  the 
world  will  be  aftonifhed.     My  own 
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hiftory  is  fo  connedled  with  his, 
that  this  is  neceflary,  and  the  more 
fo,  becaufe  there  are  many  ignorant 
or  wicked  people  at  Vienna,  who 
believe,  or  afnrm,  Trenck  had,  a6lu- 
ally,  taken  the  King  of  PrufTia  pri- 
foner. 

Never,  yet,  was  there  a  traitor  of 
the  name  of  Trenck  -,  and  I  hope  to 
prove,  in  the  clearefl  manner,  the 
Auftrian  Trenck  as  faithfully  ferved 
the  Emprefs  Queen,  as  the  PrufTian 
Trenck  did  Frederic,  his  King. 
Maria  Therefa,  fpeaking  to  me  of 
him  fome  time  after  his  death,  and 
the  fnares  that  had  been  laid  for  him, 
faid,  **  Your  kinfman  has  made  a 
''  better  end,  than  will  be  the  fate  of 
*'  his  accufers  and  judges." 

Of  this  more  hereafter :  I  ap- 
proach that  epocha,  when  my  own 
misfortunes   began,   and  when  the 

fufFer- 
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fufKsrings  of  martyrdom  attended 
me  from  youth  downward  till  my 
hairs  grew  grey. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  of 
Sorau,  the  ufual  camp  poflman 
brought  me  a  letter  from  my  coufm 
Trenck,  the  colonel  of  pandours, 
dated  at  Eflek,  four  months  back, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

•^  Your  letter,  of  the  twelfth  of 
"  February,  from  Berlin,  informs 
*'  me  you  defire  to  have  fomc 
*^  Hungarian  horfes.  On  thefe  you 
**  would  come  and  attack  me  and 
*'  my  pandours.  I  faw,  with  plea- 
*'  fure,  during  the  laft  campaign, 
«^  that  the  Pruflian  Trenck  was,  alio, 
*'  a  good  foldier;  and,  that  I  might 
«  give  you  fome  proofs  of  my  at- 
**  tachment,  I,  then,  returned  the 
*'  horfes  which  my  men  had  taken.  If, 
**  however,  you  wiih  to  have  Hun- 
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*^  garian  horfes,  you  mufl:  take  minr, 
"  inlikemanner,  from  me  in  the  field 
"  of  battles  or,  lliould  you  fo  think 
*^  fit,  come  and  join  one  who  will 
"  receive  you  with  open  arms,  like 
"  his  friend  and  fon,  and  who  will 
*'  procure  you  every  advantage  you 
''  can  defire  :  &c.'* 

At  firfl  I  was  terrified  at  reading 
this  letter;,  yet  could  not  help  fmil- 
ing.  Cornet  Wagenitz,  now  gene- 
ral in  chief  of  the  HefTe  Caflei 
forces,  and  Lieutenant  Grotthaufen, 
both  now  alive,  and  then  prefent, 
were  my  camp  comrades,  I  gave  them 
the  letter  to  read,  and  they  laughed  at 
its  contents.  It  was  determined 
to  Ihew  it  to  our  fuperior  officer, 
Jafchinflcy,  on  a  promife  of  fecrefy, 
and  it  was,  accordingly,  Ihewn  him 
within  an  hour  after  it  was  received. 

The  reader  will  be  fo  kind  as  to 

recolk6l 
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rccolleft  that,  as  I  have  before  fald, 
it  was  this  Colonel  Jafchinfky  who, 
on  the  1 2th  of  February,  the  fame 
year,  at  Berlin,  prevailed  on  me  to 
write  to  the  Auflrian  Trenck,  my 
coufin  y  that  he  received  the  letter 
open,  and  undertook  to  fend  it 
according  to  its  addrefs ;  alfo  that, 
in  this  letter,  I,  in  jefl,  had  afked 
him  to  fend  me  fome  Hungarian 
horfes,  and,  when  they  came,  had 
promifed  one  to  Jafchinfl<:y.  He 
read  the  letter  with  an  air  of  fome 
furprife ;  we  laughed,  and,  it  being 
whifpered  through  the  army  that,  in 
confequence  of  our  late  victory,  de- 
tached corps  would  be  fent  into 
Hungary,  Jafchinfky  faid,  "  We 
"  fhall  now  go  and  take  Hungarian 
"  horfes  for  ourfelves."  Here  the 
converfation  ended,  and  I  returned, 
little fufpe6ting  future  confequenccs, 
to  my  tent. 
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I  muft,  here,  make  the  following 
obfervations  : 

id.  I  had  not  obferved  the  date 
of  the  letter,  brought  by  the  poft- 
man,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  was 
four  months  back :  this,  however, 
the  colonel  did  not  fail  to  remark. 

2ndly.  The  probability  is,  that  this 
was  a  net  fpread,  for  me,  by  this  falfe 
and  wicked  man.  The  return  of 
my  horfes,  during  the  preceding 
campaign,  had  bten  the  fubjedl  of 
much  converfation.  It  is  pofTible  he 
had  the  King's  orders  to  watch  me^ 
but,  more  probably,  he  only  -pre- 
vailed on  me  to  write  that  he  might 
entrap  me,  by  a  fictitious  anfwer. 
Certain  it  is,  my  coufin  Trenck, 
at  Vienna,  afErmed,  to  his  death,  he 
never  received  any  letter  from  me, 
confequently,  never  could  fend  any 
anfwer.  I  muft,  therefore,  conclude 
this  letter  was  forged. 

Jafchinfky 
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Jafchinlky  was,  at  this  time,  one 
of  the  King's  favourites ;  his  fpy  over 
the  army>  a  tale-bearer,  an  inventor 
of  lies  and  wicked  calumnies.  Some 
years  after  the  event  of  which  I  am 
now  fpeaking,  the  King  was  obliged 
to  break  and  baniih  him  the  country. 

He  was  then,  alfo,  the  paramour 
of  the  beauteous  Madame  Broflart, 
wife  of  the  Saxon  Refident  at  Berlin, 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  but 
that  this  falfe  letter  was,  by  her 
means,  conveyed  to  fome  Saxon  or 
Auftrian  poft-ofHce,  and  thence,  ac- 
cording to  its  addrefs,  fent  to  me* 
He  had  daily  opportunities  of  in- 
fufing  fufpicions  into  the  King's 
mind  concerning  me;  and,  unknown 
to  me,  purfuing  his  diabolical  plan. 

I  muft-,  likewife,  add,  he  was  four 

hundred  ducats  indebted  to  me ;  I 

always  having  a  plentiful  fupply  of 
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money.  This  booty  became  hi» 
own,  when  I,  unexamined,  was  ar- 
refted,  and  thrown  into  prifon.  In 
like  manner,  he  feized  on  the 
greatell  part  of  my  camp  equipage. 

Further,  we  had  quarrelled  during 
our  firft  campaign,  bccaufe  he  had 
beaten  one  of  my  fervants ;  we  even 
were  proceeding  to  fight  with  pif- 
tols,  had  not  Colonel  Winterfeld  in- 
terfered, and  amicably  ended  our 
quarrel.  The  Lithuanian  is,  by  na- 
ture, obflinate  and  revengeful  j  and, 
from  that  day,  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve he  fought  my  deflrudion. 

God  only  knows  what  were  the 
means  he  took  to  excite  the  King's 
fufpicions  -,  for  it  is  incredible  that 
Frederic,  confidering  his  well-- 
known  profeßons  of  public  juftice, 
fhould  treat  me  in  the  manner  he 
did,  without  hearing,  without  exa- 
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mination,  and  without  a  court-mar- 
tial. This,  to  me,  has  ^ve-r  remained 
a  mydery,  which  the  King,  alone, 
was  able  to  exphxin  :  he,  afterwards, 
was  convinced  I  was  innocent ;  but 
wy  fufferings  had  been  too  cruel, 
the  miferies  he  had  inflicled  too 
horrible,  for,  me  ever  to  hope  corn- 
penfation.  - 

In  an  affair  of  this  nature,  which 
will  foon  be  known  to  all  Europe, 
as  it  long  has  been  in  Pruflia,  the 
weakeft  is  always  guilty.  I  have 
been  made  a  terrible  example,  to 
this  our  age,  how  true  that  maxim 
is  in  defpotic  flates.  ^^^ 

A  man  of  my  rank,  having  once 
unjuftly  fuffered,  and  having  the 
power  of  making  his  fufferings 
known,  muft  either  be  highly  re- 
warded, or  ftili  more  unjuftly  pu- 
nilhed.  My  name  and  injuries 
E  4  will 
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mW  ever  ftain  the  annals  of  Frederic 
fbe  Great  j  even  thofe  who  read  this 
book  will,  perhaps,  fuppofe  1,  from 
policical  motives  of  hope  or  fear, 
have,  fometimes,  concealed  truth  by 
endeavouring  to  palliate  his  conduct. 
It  muft  ever  remain  incomprehen- 
fible,  that  a  monarch  fo  clear-flght- 
ed,  himfelf  the  daily  witnefs  of  my 
demeanor,  one  well  acquainted  with 
mankind,  and  confcious  I  wanted 
neither  money,  honour,  nor  hope  of 
future  preferment;  I  fay  it  is  in- 
comprehenfible  he  Ihould,  really, 
fuppofe  me  guilty.  I  take  God  to 
witnefs,  and  all  thofe  who  knew  me 
in  profperity  and  misfortune,  I  ne- 
ver harboured  a  thought  of  betray- 
ing my  country.  How  was  it  pofTiblc 
to  fufpedt  me  ?  I  was  neither  mad- 
man nor  ideot.  In  my  eighteenth 
year  I  was  a  cornet  of  the  body- 
guard. 
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guard,  adjutant  to  the  King,  and 
poflefTed  his  favour  and  confidence 
in  the  highefl  degree.  His  prefents 
to  me,  in  one  year,  amounted  to 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  I  kept  fe- 
ven  horfes,  four  men  in  livery:  I 
was  valued,  diftinguifhed,  and  be- 
loved by  the  miflrefs  of  my  foul. 
My  relations  held  high  offices,  both 
civil  and  military:  I  was,  even  fana- 
tically, devoted  to  my  King  and 
country,  and  had  nothing  to  willi. 

That  I  fhould  become  thus 
wretched,  in  confequence  of  this 
unfortunate  letter,  is  equally  won- 
derful:  it  came  by  the  public  poftJ 
Had  there  been  any  criminal  corre- 
fpondcnce,  my  kinfman,  certainly, 
would  not  have  chofen  this  mode  of 
conveyance ;.  fince,  it  is  well  known,, 
all  fuch  letters  are  opened;  nor 
could  I  ad  more  openly.  My  co- 
E  5  lonei 
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lonel  read  the  letter  I  wrote,  and, 
alio,  that  which  I  received  immedi- 
ately after  it  was  brought. 

The  day  after  the  receipt  of  this 
letter  I  was,  as  I  have  before  faid, 
unheard,  unaccufed,  unjudged,  con- 
dudled,  like  a  criminal,  from  the 
army,  by  fifty  huflars,  and  impri- 
foned  in  the  fortrefs  of  Glatz.  I 
was  allowed  to  take  three  horfes, 
and  my  fervants,  but  my  whole 
equipage  was  left  behind,  which  I 
never  faw  more,  and  which  became 
the  booty  of  Jafchinfl<y.  My  com- 
iTiiffion  was  given  to  Cornet  Schatzel, 
and  I  cafhiered,  without  knowing 
why.  There  were  no  legal  inquiries 
made;  ail  was  done  by  the  King's 
command. 

Unhappy  people!  where  power 
is  fuperior  to  law,  and  where  the 
innocent,   and  the    virtuous,   meet 

punifh-» 
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punlfliment  inftead  of  reward.  Un- 
happy land  !  where  the  omnipotent 
Such  is  our  Will  fuperfedes  all 
legal  fentence,  and  robs  the  Tub- 
j.e(5t  of  property,  lifcy  and  honour. 

T,  once  more,  repeat,  I  was 
brought  to  the  citadel  of  Glatz  : 
I  was  not,  however,  thrown  into  a 
dungeon,  but  imprifoned  in  a  cham- 
ber of  the  officer  of  the  guard  ;  was 
allowed  my  fervants  to  wait  on  me, 
and  permitted  to  walk  on  the  ram- 
parts. 

I  did  not  want  money,  and  there 
was  only  a  detachment,  from  the 
garrifon  regiment,  in  the  citadel  of 
Glatz,  the  officers  of  which  were 
all  poor.  I  foon  had  both  friends 
and  freedom,  and  the  rich  prifoner, 
every  day,  kept  open  table. 

He,  only,  who  had  known  me  in 

this  the  ardour  of  my  youth,  who 
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had  witnefled  how  high  I  afpirccJj^ 
and  the  fortune  that  attended  me 
at  Berlin,  can  imagine  what  my 
feelings  were,  at  finding  myfelf 
thus  fuddenly  call  from  my  higk 
hopes. 

I  vrote,  fubmifllvely,  to  the  King,, 
requeuing  to  be  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  not  deliring  any  favour^ 
fhould  I  be  found  guilty.  This 
haughty  tone,  in  a  youth,  was  dif- 
pleafing,  and  I  received  no  anfwer, 
"which  threw  me  into  defpair,  and 
induced  me  to  ufe  every  poflible 
means  to  obtain  my  liberty. 

My  firft  care  was  to  eflablifli, 
by  the  intervention  of  an  officer, 
a  certain  correfpondence  with  the 
©bjc6t  of  my  heart.  She  anfwcred,. 
fhe  was  far  from  fuppofing  I  had 
ever  entertained  the  leaft  thought 
traiterous  to  my  country ;  that  (he 
knew,  too  well,  I  was  perfeäly  inca- 
2>  pable 
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pable  of  dlflimulation.  She  blamed 
the  precipitate  anger,  and  unjuft  fuf- 
picions,  of  the  King  -,  promifed  me 
Ipeedy  aid,  and  fent  me  a  thoufand 
ducats. 

Had  Jy  at  this  critical  moment, 
poflelTcd  a  prudent  and  intelligent 
friend,  v/ho  could  have  calmed  my 
impatience,  nothkig,  perhaps,  might 
have  been  more  eafy  than  to  have 
obtained  pardon  of  the  King,^  by 
proving  my  innocence ;  or,  perhaps^ 
ihan  to  have  induced  him  to  pu- 
nifh  my  enemies. 

Buc  the  officers,  who  then  were 
at  Glatz,  fed  the  flame  of  difcontent. 
They  fuppofed  the  money  I  fo 
freely  diftributed  came  all  from«. 
Hungary,  furnifhed  by  the  Pandour 
cheft ;  and  advifed  me  not  to  fuf- 
fer  my  freedom  to  depend  upon  the 
will  of  the  King>  but  to  enjoy  it 
in  his  dcipite« 

It 
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It  was  not  more  eafy  to  give  this 
advice,  than  to  perfuade  a  man  to 
take  it,  who,  till  then,  had  never  en- 
countered any  thing  but  good  for- 
tune, and  who,  confequently,  fup- 
ported  this  reverfe  with  impatience. 
I  was  not  yet,  however,  determined, 
becaufe  I  could  not  yet  refolve  to 
abandon  my  country,  and  efpecially 
Berlin. 

Five  months  foon  paffed  away  in 
prifon  :  peace  was  concluded  ;  the 
King  was  returned  to  his  capital : 
my  commifTion  in  the  guards  was 
beftowed  on  another,  when  Lieu- 
tenant Piafchky,  of  the  regiment 
of  Fouquet,  and  Enfign  Reitz,  who, 
often,  mounted  guard  over  me,  pro- 
pofed  that  they  and  I  fhould  efcape 
together.  I  yielded,  our  "plan  was 
fixed,  and  every  preparatory  ftep 
taken. 

At 
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At  that  time  there  was  another 
prifoner  at  Glatz>  vvhofe  name  was 
Manget,  by  birth,  a  Swifs,  and  cap- 
tain of  cavalry  in  the  Natzmerfchen 
hußars;  he  had  been  broken,  and 
condemned,  by  a  court  martial,  to 
ten  years  imprifonment,  with  an 
allowance  of  only  four  rix-dollars 
per  month. 

Having  done  this  man  kindnefles, 
I  was  refolved  to  refcue  him,  alfa, 
from  bondage,  at  the  fame  time 
with  myfelf.  I  communicated  my 
defign,  and  made  the  propofal,  which 
was  accepted  by  him,  and  mea- 
fures  were  taken ;  yet  were  we  be- 
trayed by  this  vile  man,  who  thus 
obtained  pardon  and  freedom. 

Piafchky,  who  had  been  informed 
that  Reitz  was  arrefled,  faved  him- 
felf  by  deferting.  I  denied  the  fadl 
in  prefence  of  Manget,  with  whom 
I  was  confronted,  and  bribed  the 
6  Au- 
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Auditor  with  a  hundred  ducats* 
By  this  means  Reitz  only  fuffered  a 
year's  imprifonment,  and  the  lofs 
of  his  commiflion.  J  was,  then, 
clofely  confined  in  a  chamber,  for 
having  endeavoured  to  corrupt  the 
King's  officers,  and  was  guarded 
with  greater  caution. 

Here  I  will  interrupt  my  narrative,, 
a  moment,  to  relate  an  adventure 
which  happened  between  me  and 
this  Captain  Manget,  three  years 
afterwards,  that  is  to  fay  in  1 749^, 
at  Warfaw. 

I,  there,  met  him  by  chance,  and 
it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  what 
was  the  falutation  he  received,  1 
caned  him  s  he  took  this  ill,  and 
challenged  me  to  fight  with  piftols. 
Captain  Heucking,  of  the  Polifh 
guards,  was  my  fecond.  We  both 
fired  together :  I  fhot  him  through 

the 
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the  neck,  at  the  firfl:  (hot,  and  he 
fell  dead  on  the  field. 

He,  alone,  of  all  my  eneoiles, 
ever  died  by  my  own  hand ;  and  he 
well  merited  his  end,  for  his  coward- 
ly treachery  towards  the  two  brave 
fellows  of  whom  I  have  fpoken ; 
and  ftill  more  fo  with  refpeft  to 
myfelf,  who  had  been  his  benefadtor  : 
and,  I  own,  I  have  never  reproached 
myfelf  for  this  duel,  by  which  I 
fent  a  rafcal  out  of  the  world, 

I  return  to  my  tale.  My  deftiny, 
at  Glatz,  was  now  become  more  un- 
toward and  fevere.  The  King's  fuf- 
picions  were  increafed,  as,  likewife, 
was  his  anger,  at  this  my  late  at- 
tempt to  efcape. 

Left  to  myfelf,  I  confidered  my 
fituation  in  the  worft  point  of  view, 
and  determined  either  on  flight  or 
death.     The  length  and  clofenefa 

of 
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of  my  confinement  became  infup- 
portable  to  my  impatient  temper. 

I  had  always  had  the  garrifon  on 
my  fide,  nor  was  it  pofilble  to  pre- 
vent my  making  friends  ainong 
them.  They  knew  I  had  money, 
and,  in  a  poor  garrifon  regiment,  the 
officers  of  which  are  all  difi^atisfied, 
having,  mofi:  of  them,  been  drafted 
from  other  corps,  and  fent  thither  as 
a  punifhmient,  there  was  nothing  thac 
might  not  be  undertaken. 

My  fcheme,  then,  was  as  follows : 

My  window  looked  toward  the 
city,  and  was  ninety  feet  from  the 
ground  in  the  tower  of  the  citadel, 
out  of  which  I  could  not  get,  with- 
out having  found  a  place  of  refuge 
in  the  city. 

This  an  officer  undertook  to 
procure  me,  and  prevailed  on  an 
honeft  foap-boiler  to  grant  me  a 
hiding  place.     I,  then,  notched  my 

pen- 


(    9»     ) 

penknife,  and  fawed  through  three 
large  iron  bars ;  but  this  was  too 
tirefome  a  mode,  it  being  neceflary 
to  file  away  eight  bars  from  my  win- 
dow, before  I  could  pafs  through : 
another  officer  procured  me  a  file, 
which  I  was  obliged  to  ufe  with 
caution,  left  I  fhould  be  overheard 
by  the  centinels. 

Having  ended  this  labour,  I  cut 
my  leather  portmanteau  into  thongs, 
fewed  them  end  to  end,  added  the 
llieets  of  my  bed,  and  defcended, 
fafely,  from  this  aftonifhing  height. 

Jc  rained,  the  night  was  dark, 
and  all  feemed  fortunate,  but  I  had 
to  wade  through  moats  full  of  mud, 
before  I  could  enter  the  city,  a  cir- 
cumftarnce  I  had  never  once  confi- 
dered.  I  funk  up  to  the  knees,  and, 
after  long  ftruggling,  and  incredible 
efforts  to  get  out,  I  was  obliged, 

myfelfg 
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myfelf,  to  call  the  centinel,  and  dc- 
fire  him  to  go,  and  tell  the  gover- 
nor, Trenck  was  ftuck  faft  in  a 
ditch. 

My  misfortune  was  the  greater 
on  this  occafion,  becaufe  that  Gene- 
ral Fouquet  was  then  governor  of 
Glatz.  He  was  one  of  the  cruelleft 
of  men.  He  had  been  wounded 
by  my  father  in  a  duel ;  and  the 
Auftrian  Trenck  had  taken  his  bag- 
gage in  1744,  and  alfo  laid  the 
country  of  Glatz  under  contribution. 
He  was,  therefore,  an  enemy  to  the 
very  name  of  Trenck;  nor  did  he 
lofe  any  opportunity  of  giving  me 
proofs  of  his  enmity,  and,  efpecially, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  when  he 
left  me  Handing  in  the  mud  till 
noon,  the  fport  of  the  foldiers.  I 
was  then  drawn  out,  half  dead,  only 
again  to  be  imprifoned,  and  Ihut 

up 
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up  the  whole  day,  without  water 
to  wafh  me.  No  one  can  innaginc 
how  I  looked,  exhaufted  and  dirty, 
my  long  hair  having  fallen  into  the 
mud,  with  which,  by  my  ftruggling, 
it  was  loaded.  I  remained  in  this 
condition  tiu  th-e  next  day,  when 
two  fellow  prifoners  were  fent  to 
afTift  and  clean  me. 

My  imprifonment,  now,  became 
more  intolerable.  I  had,  ftilJ, 
eighty  louis-d'ors  in  my  purfe,  which 
had  not  been  taken  from  me  at  my 
removal  into  another  dungeon,  and 
thefe,  afterward,  did  me  good  fer- 
vice. 

The  paflions,  now,  all  aflailed  me 
at  once,  and  impetuous,  boiling, 
youthful  blood  overpowered  rea- 
fon ;  hope  difappeared  5  I  thought 
myfelf  the  moil  unfortunate  of  men, 
and    my    King   an   irreconcileable 

judge. 
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judge,  more  wrathful  and  fortified 
in  fulpicion  by  my  own  rafhnefs. 
,My  nights  were  fleeplefs,  my  days 
miferable :  my  foul  was  tortured  by 
the  defire  of  fame :  a  confcioufnefs 
of  innocence  was  a  continued  flimu- 
lus  inciting  me  to  end  my  misfor- 
tunes. Youth,  unexperienced  in 
woe  and  difaftrous  fate,  beholds 
every  evil  magnified,  and  defponds 
on  every  new  difappointment,  more 
efpecially,  having  failed  in  at- 
tempting freedom.  Education  had 
taught  me  to  defpife  death,  and  thcfe 
opinions  had  been  confirmed  by  my 
friend  La  Metrie,  author  of  the  fa- 
mous work,  VHomme  Machine^  or 
Man  a  Machine. 

I  read  much  during  my  confine- 
ment at  Glatz,  where  books  were 
allov/ed  me  j  time  was,  therefore, 
Icfs  tedious :  but  when  the  love  of 

liberty 
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liberty  awoke,  when  fame  and 
affedtion  called  me  to  Berlin,  and  my 
balked  hopes  painted  the  wretch- 
ednefs  of  my  fituation;  when  I 
remembered  my  loved  country," 
judging  by  appearances,  could  not 
but  pronounce  me  a  traitor ;  then 
was  I,  hourly,  impelled  to  rufh  on 
the  naked  bayonets  of  my  guards, 
by  whom,  to  me,  the  way  of  free-»^ 
dom  was  barred. 

Big  with  fuch-like  thoughts, 
eight  days  had  not  elapfed,  fince 
my  laft  fruitlefs  attempt  to  efcape, 
when  an  event  happened  which 
would  appear  incredible,  were  I, 
the  principal  adlor  in  the  fcene,  not 
alive  to  atteft  its  truth,  and  might 
not  all  Glatz,  and  the  PrufTian 
army,  be  produced  as  eye  and  ear 
witnefTes.  This  incident  will  prove 
that   bold,    and  even  rafli,   daring 

will 
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will  render  the  moft  improbable  un- 
dertakings pofliblc,  and  that  dtf- 
perate  attennpts  may,  often,  make 
a  general  more  fortunate,  and  fa- 
mous, than  the  wifeft  and  beft- con- 
certed plans. 

Major  Doo  *  came  to  vifit  me, 

ac- 
*  The  fame  Doo  who  was  governor  of 
Glatz  during  the  feven  years  war,  and  who, 
having  been  furprifcd  by  General  Laudohn, 
was  made  prifoner,  vliich  occalioned  the  lofs 
of  Glatz.  The  King  broke  him  with  infamy, 
and  banifhed  him  with  contempt.  In  1 764 
he  came  to  Vienna,  v,  nere  I  gave  him  alms. 
He  v/as,  by  birth,  an  Italian,  a  felfifli,  wicked 
man  ;  and,  while  major  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Fouquet,  at  Glatz,  brought  many 
people  to  mifery.  He  was  the  creature  of 
Fouquet,  without  birth  or  merit,  crafty,  malig- 
nant, but  handfome ;  and,  having  debauched 
his  patron's  daughter,  afterwards  married 
her;  whence,  at  firft,  his  good,  and,  at  length, 
"his  ill,  fortune.  He  wanted  knowledge  to  de- 
fend a  fortrefs  againft  the  enemy,  and  his 
covetoufnefs  rendered  him  eafy  to  corrupt. 


(    97    ) 

accompanied  by  an  officer  of  the 
guard,  and  an  adjutant.  After 
examining  every  cornerof  my  cham- 
ber, he  addrefled  me,  taxing  me 
with  a  fecond  crime  in  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  my  liberty ;  adding, 
this  muft,  certainly,  increafe  the 
anger  of  the  King, 

My  blood  boiled  at  the  word 
crime:  he  talked  of  patience;  I 
alked  how  long  the  King  had  con- 
demned me  to  imprifonment :  he 
anfwered,  a  traitor  to  his  country, 
who  has  correfponded  with  the  ene- 
my, cannot  be  condemned  for  a 
certain  time;  but  muft  depend, 
for  grace,  and  pardon,  on  the  King. 

At  that  inftant  1  fnatched  his 
fword  from  his  fide,  on  which  my 
eyes  had  fome  time  been  fixed, 
fprang  out  of  the  door,  threv/  the 
centinel  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 

Vol  I.  F  of 


(    98     ) 

of  the  flairs,  paflcd  the  guard  who 
happened  to  be  drawn  up  before  the 
prifondoor  to  relieve  guard,  attack- 
ed them  fword  in  hand,  threw  them 
fuddenly  into  furprife  by  the  manner 
in  which  I  laid  about  me,  wounded 
four  men,  made  way  through  the 
reft,  fprang  over  the  breafl-work  of 
the  ramparts,  and,  with  my  fword 
drawn  in  my  hand,  immediately 
leaped  this  aflonilhing  height,  with- 
out receiving  the  lead  injury.  I 
leaped  the  fecond  wall,  with  equal 
fafety,  and  good  fortune.  None  of 
their  arms  were  loaded  ^  no  one 
dürft  leap  after  me,  and,  in  order  to 
purfue,  they  muft  go  round  through 
the  town  and  the  gate  of  the  citadel; 
fo  that  I  had  the  ftart  full  half  an 
hour. 

A  centinel,  however,  in  a  narrow 
paflage,  endeavoured  to  oppofe  my 

flight. 
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flight,  but  I  parried  his  fixed  bayo- 
net, and  wounded  him  in  the 
face.  A  fecond  centinel,  meantime, 
came  from  the  outworks,  to  feize 
me  behind,  and  I,  tq  avoid  him, 
made  afpring  at  the  palifadoes  s  there 
I  was,  unluckily,  caught  by  the  foot, 
and  received  a  bayonet  wound  in 
my  upper  lip  :  thus  entangled,  they 
beat  me  with  the  butt-end  of  their 
mulkets,  and  dragged  me  back 
to  prifon,  while  I  ftruggled  and 
defended  myfelf  like  a  man  grown 
dcfperate. 

Certain  it  is,  had  I  more  carefully 
jumped  the*  palifadoes,  and  dif- 
patched  the  centinel  who  oppofed 
me,  I  might  have  efcaped,  and  gain- 
ed the  mountains.  Thus  might  I 
have  fled  to  Bohemia,  after  having, 
at  noon  day,  broke  from  the  fortrefs 
F  2  of 
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of  Glatz,  fprung  pad  all  its  centinels, 
over  all  its  walls,  and  pafled  with 
impunity,  in  dcfpite  of  the  guard, 
who  were  under  arms,  ready  to  op- 
pofe  me.  I  lliould  not,  having  a 
fword,  have  feared  any  Tingle  oppo- 
nent, and  was  able  to  contend  with 
the  fwifteft  runners. 

That  good  fortune,  which  had  fo 
far  attended  me,  forfook  me  at  the 
palifadoes,  where  hope  was  at  an 
end.  The  feverities  of  imprifonment 
were  increafed;  two  centinels  and  an 
under  officer  were  locked  in  with  me, 
and  were,  themfelves,  guarded  by 
centinels  without :  I  was  beaten  and 
wounded  by  the  butt-ends  of  their 
mufkets,  my  right  foot  was  fprain- 
ed,  I  fpit  blood,  and  my  wounds 
wtre  not  cured  in  lefs  than,  a  month. 

I   was,  now,  firft,  informed  the 

King 
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King  had  only  condemned  me  to  a 
year's  imprifonment,  in  order  to 
learn  whether  his  fufpicions  were 
well  founded.  My  mother  had  pe- 
titioned for  me^  and  was  anfwered, 
Your  fon  mud  remain  a  year  impri- 
foned,  as  a  punifhmcnt  for  his  ralh 
correfpondence. 

Of  this  I  was  ignorant^  and  it  was 
faid,  in  Glatz,  my  imprifonment  was 
for  life,  I  had  only  three  weeks 
longer  to  repine  at  the  lofs  of  liberty, 
when  I  made  ihisrafli  attempt.  What 
muit  the  King  think  ?  Was  he  not 
obliged  to  afl  with  this  feverity? 
How  could  prudence  excufe  my 
impatience,  thus  to  rifk  a  confif- 
cation,  when  I  was  certain  of  receiv- 
ing freedom,  juftification,  and  ho- 
nour,  in  three  weeks  ?  But,  fuch  was 
my  adverfe  fate,  circumftances  all 
tended  to  injure  and  perfecute  me, 
F  3  till. 
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till,  at  length,  I  gave  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  I  was  a  traitor,  notwithflanding 
the  purity  of  my  intentions. 

Once  more,  then,  was  I  in  a  dun- 
geon, and  no  fooner  was  I  there, 
than  I  formed  new  proje6ls  of  flight : 
J  firft  gained  the  intimacy  of  my 
guards^  I  had  money,  and  this,  with 
the  compallion  1  had  infpired,  might 
effe(^  any  thing  among  difcontented 
PrulTian  foldiers.  Soon  had  I  gained 
thirty-two  men,  who  were  ready  to 
execute,  on  the  firft  fignal,  whatever 
I  Ihould  command.  Two  or  three  ex- 
cepted, they  were  unacquainted  with 
each  other;  they,confequently,  could 
not  all  be  betrayed  at  a  time;  and  I 
had  chofen  the  under-officer,  Nicho- 
lai,  to  head  them. 

The  garrifon  confifled  only  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  from  the 
garrifon  regiment,  the  reft  being  dif- 
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perfed  in  the  country  of  Glatz,  and 
four  officers,  their  commanders, 
three  of  whom  were  in  my  intereil. 
Every  thing  was  prepared ;  fwords 
and  piftols  were  concealed  in  an 
oven,  which  was  in  my  prifon.  We 
intended  to  give  liberty  to  all  the 
prifoners,  and  retire,  by  beat  of 
drum,  into  Bohemia. 

Unfortunately,  an  Auilrian  de- 
ferter,  to  whom  Nicholai  had  im- 
parted our  defign,  went  and  difco- 
vered  our  confpiracy.  The  gover* 
nor,  inftantly,  fent  his  adjutant  to  the 
citadel,  with  orders  that  the  officer 
on  guard  fhould  arreft  Nicholai,  and, 
with  his  men,  take  pofTeffion  of  the 
cafemate. 

Nicholai  was  one  of  the  guard,  and 

the  lieutenant  was  my   friend,  and, 

being  in  the  fecret,  gave  the  fignal 

that  all  was  difcovered,     Nicholai, 

F  4  only. 
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only,  knew  all  the  confpirators,  fevc- 
ral  of  whom  were,  that  day,  on  guard. 
He,  inftantly,  formed  his  refolution, 
Jeaped  into  the  cafemates,  crying, 
"Comrades,  to  arms,  we  are  be- 
"  trayed!"  All  followed  to  the  guard- 
houfe,  where  they  feized  on  the  car- 
tridges, the  officer  having  only  eight 
men,  and,  threatening  to  fire  on  who- 
ever Ihould  offer  refillance,  came  to 
deliver  me  from  prifon  -,  but  the  iron 
door  was  too  ftrong,  and  the  time 
too  fhort,  for  that  to  be  demolifhed. 
Nicholai,  calling  to  me,  bid  me  aid 
them,  but  in  vain  -,  and,  perceiving 
nothing  more  could  be  done  for  me, 
this  brave  man,  heading  nineteen 
Others,  marched  to  the  gate  of  the 
citadel,  where  there  was  an  under- 
officer,  and  ten  foldiers,  obliged  thefe 
to  accompany  him,  and  thus  arrived, 
fafely,  at  Braunau,  in  Bohemia ;  for, 

before 
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before  the  news  was  fpread  through 
the  city,  and  men  were  colledled 
for  the  purfuit,  they  were  nearly 
half  way  on  their  journey. 

Two  years  after,  I  met  with  this 
extraordinary  man  at  Ofenbourg, 
where  he  was  a  writer:  he  entered, 
immediately,  into  my  fervlce,  and 
became  my  friend,  but  dIed,^fome 
months  after,  of  a  burning  fever,  at 
my  quarters  in  Hungary,  at  which 
I  was  deeply  grieved,  for  his  me- 
mory will  ever  be  dear  to  me. 

Now  was  I  expofed  to  all  the 
florms  of  ill  fortune:  a  profecutlon 
was  entered  againft  me  as  a  confpi- 
rator,  who  wanted  to  corrupt'the  of- 
ficers and  foldlers  of  the  King. 
They  commanded  me  to  name  the 
remaining  confpirators;  but  to  thefe 
queftions  I  made  no  anfwer,  except 
by  ftedfaftly  declaring  I  was  an 
F  5  inno- 
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innocent  prifoner,  an  officer  unjuftly 
broken  J  unjuftly,  becaufe  I  had  ne- 
ver been  brought  to  trial  j  that,  con- 
fequently,  I  was  releafed  (torn  all  my 
engagements  j  nor  could  it  be  thought 
extraordinary  that  I  Ihould  avail 
myfelf  of  that  law  of  nature,  which 
gives  every  man  a  right  to  defend 
his  honour  defamed,  and  feek,  by 
every  pofTible  means,  to  regain  his 
liberty :  that  fuch  had  been  my  fole 
purpofe  in  every  enterprife  I  had 
formed,  and  fuch  fhould  ftill  conti- 
nue to  be,  for  I  was  determined  on 
the  purfuit,  till  I  Ihould  either  be 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  or  lofe  my  life 
in  the  attempt. 

Things  thus  remained;  every  pre- 
caution was  taken,  except  that  I  was 
not  put  in  irons  5  it  being  a  law,  in 
Pruflla,  that  no  gentleman,  or  officer, 
can  be  loaded  with  chains,  unlefs  he 

has. 
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has,    firft,   for    fome    crime,    been 
delivered  over  to  the  executioner, 
and,  certainly,  this  had  not  been  my 
cafe. 

The  foldiers  were  withdrawn  from 
my  chamber j  but  the  grcatefl  ill  was 
I  had  expended  all  my  money,  and 
my  kind  miftrefs,  at  Berlin,  with 
whom  I  had  always  correfponded, 
and  which  my  perfecutors  could  not 
prevent,  at  lad  wrote  .   ■    - 

*^  My  tears  flow  with  yours ;  the 
•^  evil  is  without  remedy  —  I  dare 
*'  no  more — efcape  if  you  can.  My 
'*  fidelity  will  ever  be  the  fame, 
"  when  it  ihall  be  poflible  for  me  to 
'*  ferve  you.  — •  Adieu,  —  unhappy 
"  friend  :  you  merit  a  better  fate,'* 

This  letter  was  a  thunderbolt :— • 

my  comfort,  however,  flill  was,  that 

the  officers  were  not  fufpeded,  and 

that  it  was  their  duty  to  vifit  my 

F  6  cham- 


(  io8  ) 
chamber  fevcral  times  a  day,  and 
examine  what  pafled;  from  which 
circumftance  I  felt  my  hopes  fome- 
what  revive.  Hence,  an  adventure 
happened,  which  is  almoft  unex- 
ampled in  tales  of  knight-erran- 
try. 

A  lieutenant,  whofe  name  was 
Bach,  a  Dane  by  nation,  mounted 
guard  every  fourth  day,  and  was  the 
terror  of  the  whole  garrifon  j  for,  be- 
ing a  perfe6l  mafter  of  arms,  he  was 
inceflantly  involved  in  quarrels,  and 
generally  left  his  marks  behind  him. 
He  had  ferved  in  two  regiments, 
neither  of  which  would  aiTociatc 
with  him  for  this  reafon,  and  he  had 
been  fent  to  the  garrifon  regiment 
at  Glatz,  as  a  punifliment. 

Bach,  one  day,  fitting  befide  me, 
related  how,  the  evening  before,  he 
had  wounded  a  lieutenant,  of  the 

name 
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name  of  Schell,  in  the  arm.  I  re- 
plied, laughing,  had  I  my  liberty,  I 
believe  you  would  find  fome  trouble 
in  v/ounding  me,  for  I  have  fome 
fkill  in  the  fword.  The  blood,  in- 
ftantly,  flew  in  his  face^  we  fplit  off 
a  kind  of  pair  of  foils  from  an  old 
door,  which  had  ferved  me  as  a 
table^  and,  at  the  firfl:  lunge,  I  hit 
him  on  the  breaft. 

His  rage  became  ungovernable, 
and  he  left  the  prifon.  What  was 
my  aftonilhment,  when,  a  moment 
after,  I  faw  him  return,  with  two 
foldiers'  fwords,  which  he  had  con- 
cealed under  his  coar.  '^  Now,  then, 
**  boafter,  prove,"  faid  he,  giving 
me  one  of  them,  *^  what  thou  art 
able  to  do."  I  endeavoured  to  pa- 
cify him,  by  reprefenting  the  danger, 
but  ineffedually.     He  attacked  me 

with 
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with  the  utmoft  fury,  and  I  wounded 
him  in  the  arm. 

Throwing  his  fword  down,  he 
now  fell  upon  my  neck,  kifled  me, 
and  wept.  At  length,  after  fome 
convulfive  emotions  of  pleafure,  he 
faid,  "  Friend,  thou  art  my  mafterj 
"  and  thou  muft,  thou  flialt,  by  my 
'^  aid,  obtain  thy  liberty,  as  certainly 
"  as  my  name  is  Bach."  We  bound 
up  his  arm  as  well  as  we  could.  He 
left  me,  and,  fecretly,  went  to  a  fur- 
geon,  to  have  it  properly  drefled, 
and,  at  night,  returned. 

He  now  remarked  that  it  was  hu- 
manly impofTible  I  fhould  efcape, 
unlefs  the  officer  on  guard  (liould 
defert  with  me ;  that  he  wifhed  no- 
thing more  ardently  than  to  facrifice 
his  life  in  rry  behalf,  but  that  he 
could  not  refolve  fo  far  to  forget  his 
honour  and  duty  as  todefert,  himfelf, 

while 
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while  on  guard:  he,  notwithflanding, 
gave  me  his  word  of  honour  he 
would  find  me  fuch  a  perfon,  in  a 
few  days  -,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
he  would  prepare  every  thing  for 
my  flight. 

He  returned  the  fame  evening, 
bringing  with  him  Lieutenant  Schell, 
and,  as  he  entered,  faid,  *^  Here  is 
"  your  man/'  Schell  embraced  me, 
gave  his  word  of  honour,  and,  thusj^ 
was  the  affair  fettled,  and,  as  it  prov- 
ed, my  liberty  afcertained. 

We  now  began  to  deliberate  on 
the  means  neceffary  to  obtain  out 
purpofe.  Sdhell  was  juft  come  from 
garrifon  at  Habelfchwert,  to  the  ci- 
tadel of  Glatz,  and  in  two  days  v/as 
to  mount  guard  over  me,  till  when, 
our  attempt  was  fufpended.  I  have 
before  faid,  I  received  no  more  fup- 
plies  from  my  beloved  miflrefs,  and 
2  ^Y 
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my  purfe,  at  prefent,  only  contained 
fome  fix  piftoles.  It  was,  therefore, 
refolved  that  Bach  fhould  go  to 
Schweidnitz,  and  obtain  money  of 
a  fure  friend  of  mine  in  that  city. 

Here  mud  I  inform  the  reader 
that,  at  this  time,  the  officers  and  I, 
all,  underflood  each  other.  Captain 
Roder  alone  excepted,  who  was  ex« 
ad,  rigid,  and  gave  trouble  on  all 
occafions*. 

•  Major  Quaadt  was  my  kinfman, 
by  my  mother's  fide,  a  good  friendly 
man,  and  ardently  defirous  I  fiiould 
efcape,  feeing  my  calamities  were, 
now,  fo  much  increafed.  The  four 
lieutenants,  who  fuccefl:ively  mount- 
ed   cruard    over    me,    were    Bach, 


*  I  (liall  give  a  farther  account,  in  my  Nar- 
ratiTe,  of  this  man,  which  will  both  altonifh 
and  inflru(5t  the  reader. 

Schroeder, 
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Schroeder,  Lunitz,  and  SchelL  Tfie 
firft  was  the  grand  proje6lor,  and 
made  all  the  preparations;  Schell 
was  to  defcrt  with  nne;  and  Schroeder 
and  Lunitz,  three  days  after,  v/ere  to 
follow. 

No  one  ought  to  be  furprifed 
that  officers  of  garrifon  regiments 
fhould  be  fo  ready  to  defert.  They 
are,  in  general,  nnen  of  violent  paf- 
fions,  quarrelfome,  overwhelmed  with 
debts,  or  unfit  for  fervice.  They  are, 
generally,  fent  to  garrifon,  as  a  pu- 
nilhment,  and  are  called  the  refufe 
of  the  army.  Diflatisfied  with  their 
fituation,  their  pay  much  reduced,  and 
defpifed  by  the  troops,  fuch  men, 
expedting  advantage,  may  be  brought 
to  engage  in  the  mod  defperate  un- 
dertaking. None  of  them  can  hope 
for  their  difcharge,  and  they  live  in 
the  utmoft  poverty.  They  all  hoped, 
by  my  means,  to  better  their  for- 
tune. 
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tune,  I  always  having  had  nnoney 
enough  -,  and,  with  money,  nothing 
is  naore  eafy  than  to  find  friends,  inf 
places  where  each  individual  is  de- 
firous  of  efcaping  froni  flavery. 

The  talents  of  Schell  were  of  a 
fuperior  order;  he  fpoke  and  wrote 
fix  languages,  and  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  fine  arts»  He 
had  ferved  in  the  reginient  of  Fou- 
queti  had  been  injured  by  his  co- 
Unel,  who  was  a  Pomeranian,  and 
Fouquet,  who  was  no  friend  to  well- 
informed  officers,  had  fcnt  him  to  a 
garrifon  regiment.  He  had,  twice, 
demanded  his  difmiffion,  but  the 
King  fent  him  to  this  fpecies  of 
imprifonment ;  he,  then,  determined 
to  avenge  himfelf  by  deferting,  and 
was  ready  to  aid  me  in  recover- 
ing my  freedom,  that  he  might, 
thereby,  fpite  Fouquet, 

Ifhall 
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Ifhallfpeakmore,  hereafter,  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  that  I  may  not, 
in  this  place,  interrupt  my  ftory.— • 
We  determined  every  thing  fliould 
be  prepared  againft  the  firft  time 
Schell  mounted  guard,  and  that 
our  proje6l  fhould  be  executed  on 
the  next.  Thus,  as  he  mounted 
guard  every-  four  days,  the  eighth 
was  to  be  that  of  our  flight. 

The  governor,  meantime,  had  beeö 
informed  how  familiar  I  was  beconae 
with  the  officers,  at  which,  taking 
offence,  he  fent  orders  that  my  door 
fhould  no  more  be  opened,  but  that 
I  fhould  receive  my  iood  through 
a  fmall  window  that  had  been  made 
for  that  purpofe.  The  care  of  the 
prifon  was  committed  to  the  major, 
and  he  was  forbidden  to  eat  with 
me,  under  pain  of  being  broken. 
His  precautions  were  inefFedlual; 

the 
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the  officers  procured  a  falle  key,  and 
remained  with  me  half  the  day  and 
night. 

Befide  my  prifon  was  that  of  Cap- 
tain Damnitz.  This  man  had  de- 
fened  from  the  Pruflian  fervice»  with 
the  men  belonging  to  his  company, 
to  Auftria,  where  he  obtained  a 
commifTion  in  his  coufin's  regiment, 
who  having  prevailed  on  him  to  ferve 
as  a  fpy,  during  the  campaign  of 
1744,  he  was  taken  in  the  Pruflian 
territories,  known,  and  condemned 
to  be  hanged. 

Some  Swedifh  volunteers,  who 
were  then  in  the  army,  interefted 
themfelves  in  his  behalf,  and  his 
fentence  was  changed  to  perpetual 
imprifonment,  with  a  fentence  of 
infamy. 

This  wretch,  who,  two  years  after, 
by  his  protedors,  not  only  obtained 

his 
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his  liberty  but  a  lientenant-colonePi 
commifTion,  was,  then,  the  fecret  fpy 
of  the  major  over  the  prifonersj 
and  he  remarked  that,  notwithiland- 
ing  the  exprcfs  prohibition  laid  on 
the  officers,  they  flill  pafled  the 
greater  part  of  their  time  in  my 
company. 

The  24th  of  December  came,  and 
Schell  mounted  guard.  He  entered 
my  prifon,  immediately,  where  he 
continued  a  long  time,  and  we  made 
our  arrangements  for  flight  when  he 
next  fhould  mount  guard. 

Lieutenant  Schroeder,  that  day, 
dined  with  the  governor,  and  heard 
orders  given  to  the  adjutant  that 
Schell  fhould  be  taken  from  the 
guard,  and  put  under  arreft. 

Schroeder,  who  was  in  the  fe- 
cret, had  no  doubt  but  that  we 
were   betrayed,   not  knowing  that 

the 
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the  fpy  Damnitz  had  informed  the 
governor,  that  Schell  was  then  in  my 
chamber. 

Shroeder,  full  of  terror,  came 
running  to  the  citadel,  and  faid  to 
Schell,  «  Save  thyfelf,  friend  5  all  is 
*^  difcovered,  and  thou  wilt,  inftant- 
*'  ly,  be  put  under  arreft." 

Schell  might,  eafily,  have  pro- 
vided for  his  own  fafety,  by  flying 
fingly,  Schroeder  having  prepared 
horfes,  on  one  of  which  he,  himfelf, 
offered  to  accompany  him  into  Bo- 
hemia. 

How  did  this  worthy  man,  in  a 
moment  fo  dangerous,  adt  towards 
his  friend  ? 

Running,  fuddenly,  into  my  prifon, 
he  drew  a  corporal's  fabre  from  un- 
der his  coat,  and  faid,  "  Friend,  we 
"  are  betrayed,  follow  me,  only  do 

"  not 
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^'  not  fufFer  me  to  fall,  alive,  into 
^  the  hands  of  my  enemies.*' 

I  would  have  fpoken,  but,  inter-? 
rupting  me,  and  taking  me  by  the 
hand,  he  added,  "  Follow  me,  wc 
^^  have  not  a  moment  to  lofe."  I, 
therefore,  flipt  on  my  coat  and 
boots,  without  having  time  to  take 
the  little  money  I  had  left  -,  and, 
as  we  went  out  of  the  prilon.  Schell 
faid  to  the  centinel,  "  I  am  taking 
*^  the  prifoner  into  the  officer's 
*^  apartment ;  ftand  where  you  are." 

Into  this  room  we,  really,  went, 
but  palTed  out  at  the  other  door. 
The  defign  of  Schell  was  to  go 
under  the  Arfenal,  which  was  not 
far  off,  to  gain  the  covered  way, 
leap  the  palifadoes,  and,  afterv;ards, 
«fcape  the  befl  we  might. 

We  had  fcarcely  gone  a  hundred 

•paces 
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paces  before  we  met  the  adjutant 
and  Major  Qj^aadt. 

Schell  ftarted  back,  fprang  upon 
the  rampart,  and  leaped  from  the 
wall>  which  was,  there,  not  very- 
high.  I  followed,  and  alighted  un- 
hurt, except  having  grazed  my 
fhoulder.  My  poor  friend  was  not 
fo  fortunate,  having  put  out  his 
ancle.  He,  immediately,  drew  his 
fwo.rd,  prefented  it  to  me,  and  beg- 
ged me  to  difpatch  him,  and  fly. 
He  was  a  fmall  weak  man  :  but,  far 
from  complying  with  his  requeft,  I 
took  him  in  my  arms,  threw  him 
over  the  palifadoes,  afterwards  got 
him  on  my  back,  and  began  to  run, 
without  very  well  knowing  which 
way  I  went. 

It  may  not  be  unneceffary  to  re- 
mark thofe  fortunate  circumflances 
that  favoured  our  enterprife. 

The 
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The  fun  had  jult  fee  as  we  took 
to  flight;  the  hoar  froft  leii.  No 
one  would  run  the  fame  rifk  we  had 
done,  by  making  fo  dangerous  a 
leap.  We  heard  a  terrible  noife 
behind  us.  Everybody  knew  us; 
but,  before  they  could  go  round  ihe 
citadel,  and  through  the  town,  in 
order  to  purfue  vs,  we  had  goc  a 
full  half  league. 

•  The  alarm  guns  v^'tre  6vca  before 
we  were  a  hundred  paces  did  int;  at 
which  my  friend  was  very  much 
terrified,  knowing  that,  in  fdch  cafes, 
it  was,  generally,  impofiible  to 
efcape  from  Glatz,  unlefs  the  fugi- 
tives had  got  the  ftart  full  two  hours 
before  the  alarm  guns  were  fired; 
the  pafTes  being,  immediately,  ail 
flopped  by  the  peafants  and  hufTars, 
who  are  exceedingly  vigilant.  No 
fooner  is  a  prifoner  miffed  than  the 
gunner  runs  from  the  guard-houfe. 

Vol.  I.  G  and 
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and  fires  the  cannon  on  the  three 
fides  of  the  fortrefs,  which  are  kept 
loaded,  day  and  nighty  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

We  were  not  five  hundred  paces 
from  the  walls,  when  all,  before  us 
and  behind  us,  were  in  motion.  It 
was  day-light  when  we  leaped,  yet 
was  our  attempt  as  fortunate  as  it 
was  wonderful :  this  I  attribute  %o 
my  prefence  of  mind,  and  the  repu- 
tation I  had  already  acquired,  which 
made  it  thought  a  fervice  of  danger 
for  two  or  three  men  to  attack  me. 

It  was,  befide,  imagined  we  were 
well  provided  with  arms  for  our  de* 
fence;  and  it  was  little  fufpe(5led 
that  Schell  had  only  his  fvvord,  and 
I  an  old  corporaFs  fabre. 

Among  the  officers  commanded 
to  purfue  us  was  Lieutenant  Bart, 
my  intimate  friend.  Captain  Zerbfl, 
of  the  regiment  of  Fouquet,  who 

had 
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had  always  teftified  the  kindnefs  of 
a  brother  towards  me,  met  us  on 
the  Bohemian  frontiers,  and  called 
to  me,  make  to  the  left>  brother, 
and  you  will  fee  feme  lone  houfes, 
which  are  on  the  Bohemian  con- 
fines :  the  hufiars  have  rode  flraight 
forward.  He  then  pafled  on,  as  if  he 
not  feen  us. 

We  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
officers,  for  the  intimacy  in  the 
PrufTian  army  was,  at  that  time,  fo 
great,  and  the  word  of  honour  fo 
facred,  that,  during  my  rigorous 
detention  at  Glatz,  I  had  been,  once, 
fix  and  thirty  hours  hunting  at  Neu- 
rode,  at  the  feat  of  Baron  Stillfriede  : 
Lunitz  had  taken  my  place  in  the 
prifon,  which  the  major  knew  when 
he  came  to  make  his  vifit.  Hence 
may  be  gathered  how  great  was  the 
confidence  in  which  the  word  of  the 
unfortunate  Trenck  was "  held  at 
G  2  Glatz  i 
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GlatZj  fince  they  did  not  fear  let- 
ting him  leave  his  dungeon,  and 
hunt  on  the  very  confines  of  Bohe- 
mia. This  fhews  the  governor  was 
deceived,  in  defpite  of  his  watchful- 
nefs  and  orders,  and  that  a  man  of 
honour,  with  money,  and  a  good 
head  and  heart,  will  never  want 
friends. 

Thefe  my  memoirs  will  be  the 
pifture  of  what  the  national  charac- 
ter then  was ;  and  will  prove  that, 
with  officers  who  lived  like  brothers, 
and  held  their  words  fo  facred,  the 
great  Frederic  well  might  vanquilh 
his  enemies. 

Arbitrary  power  has  now  intro- 
duced the  whip  of  flavery,  and  me- 
chanic fubordination  has  eradicated 
thefe  noble  and  rational  incitements 
to  concord  and  honour.  Inftead  of 
thefe,  miftrufl  and  flavifh  fear  have 
arifen,  the  enthufiaftic  fpirit  of  the 

Bran- 
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Brandenburg  warrior  declines,  and 
into  this  error  have  moft  of  the 
other  European  Hates  fallen. 

Scarcely  had  I  borne  my  friend 
three  hundred  paces  before  I  far 
him  down,  and  looked  round  me, 
but  darknefs  came  on  fo  fad  that  I 
could  fee  neither  town  nor  citadel  -, 
Gonfequently,  we  ourfelves  could 
not  be  feen» 

My  prefence  of  mind  did  not  for- 
fake  me :  death,  or  freedom,  was  my 
determination.  Where  are  we. 
Schell  ?  faid  I  to  my  friend.  Where 
does  Bohemia  lie  ?  On  which  fide  is 
the  river  Neifs  ?  The  worthy  man 
could  make  no  anfwer :  his  mind 
was  ail  confufion,  and  he  defpaired 
of  our  efcape  :  he  flill,  however,  en- 
treated I  would  not  let  him  be  taken 
alive,  and  affirmed  my  labour  was 
all  in  vain. 

After  having  promifed,  by  all 
G  3  that 
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that  was  facred,  I  would  fave  him 
from  an  infamous  death,  if  no  other 
rncans'were  left,  and  thus  raifed  his 
fpirits,  he  looked  round,  and  knew, 
by  fome  trees,  we  were  not  far  from 
the  city  gates.  I  afked  him,  Wher^ 
is  the  Neifs  ?  He  pointed  fidqways— 
**  All  Glatz  has  fcen  us  fly  towards 
*'  the  Bohemian  mountains ;  it  is  im- 
*'  poOible  we  (hould  avoid  the  huf- 
**  fars,  the paflesbeingall guarded,  and 
**  we  befet  with  enemies/'  So  fayinjj, 
I  took  him  on  my  fhoulders,  and 
carried  him  to  the  Neifs  :  here  we, 
diftin^lly,  heard  the  alarm  founded 
in  the  villages,  and  the  peafants, 
who,  likewife,  were  to  form  the  line 
of  defertion,  were,  every  where,  in 
motion,  and  fpreading  the  alarm. 
As  it  may  not  be  known  to  all  my 
readers  in  what  manner  they  pro- 
ceed, on  thefe  occafions,  in  Pruflla, 

I  will. 
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I  will,  here,  give  a  fhort  account  of 
it. 

Officers  are  daily  named,  on  the 
parade,  vvhofe  duty  it  is  to  follow 
fugitives,  as  foon  as  the  alarm  guns 
are  fired. 

The  peafants  in  the  villages,  like- 
wife,  are  daily  appointed  to  run  to 
the  guard  of  certain  pofls.  The 
officers,  innmediately,  fiy  to  thefe 
pofts,  to  fee  that  the  peafants  do  their 
duty,  and  prevent  the  prifoner's 
efcape.  Thus  izZZ  iz  fcidom  hap- 
pen that  a  foldier  can  efFe61:  his 
efcape,  unlefs  he  be,  at  the  very 
lead,  an  hour  on  his  road  before  the 
alarnri  guns  are  fired. 

I  now  return  to  my  flory. 

1  came  to  the  Neifs,  which  was  a 
little  frozen,  entered  it,  with  my 
friend,  and  carried  him  as  long  as 
I  could  wade,  and  when  I  could  not 
feel  the  bottom,  which  was  not  for 
G  4      d%?".i  *.,  ^Pfe 


(      128     ) 

more  than  eighteen  ftcti  he  clung 
round  me,  and,  thus,  we  got,  fafely, 
to  the  other  fhore. 

My  father  caught  all  his  Tons  to 
iwim,  for  which  1  have  often  had  to 
thank  him  ;  fince,  by  means  of  this 
art,  which  is  eafily  learnt  in  child- 
hood, I  had,  on  various  occafions, 
preferved  my  life,  and  was  more 
bold  in  danger.  Princes,  who  wifh 
to  make  their  fubjecfls  foldiers, 
ihould  have  them  educated  fo  as  to 
fear  neither  fiic  nor  water.  How 
great  would  be  the  advantage  of 
being  able  to  crofs,  with  whole  bat- 
talions, when  it  is  neceiTary  to  at- 
tack, or  retreat  before,  the  enemy, 
and  time  will  not  permit  to  pre- 
pare bridges  ! 

The  reader  will  eafily-  fuppofe 
fwimming  in  the  midd  of  Decem- 
ber, and  remaining,  afterwards, 
eighteen  hours  in  the  open  air,  was 

a  fevcre 
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a  fevere  hardlhlp.  About  feven 
o'clock  the  hoar  fog  was  fucceeded 
by  froft  and  moon-light.  The  car- 
rying of  my  friend  kept  me  warm, 
it  is  true,  but  I  began  to  be  tired, 
while  he  fufFered  every  thing  that 
froft,  the  pain  of  a  didocated  foot, 
which  I,  in  vain,  endeavoured  to 
refer,  and  the  danger  of  death,  from 
a  thoufand  hands,  could  inflidt. 

We  were  fomewhat  more  tran- 
quil, however,  having  reached  the 
oppofite  fliore  of  the  Neifs,  fince  no 
body  would  purfue  us  on  the  road 
to  Silefia.  I  followed  the  courfe  of 
the  river  for  half  an  hour,  and,  hav- 
ing once  pafTed  the  firft  villages 
that  formed  the  line  of  defertion, 
with  which  Schell  was  perfedly 
acquainted,  we,  in  a  lucky  moment, 
found  a  fifherman's  boat  moored  to 
the  fliore:  into  this  we  leaped, 
G  5  croiTed 
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crofled   the   river  again,    and   foon 
gained  the  mountains. 

Here  being  come,  we  fat  ourfelves 
down  awhile  on  the  fnow  5  hope 
revived  in  our  hearts,  and  we  held 
council  concerning  how  it  was  beft 
to  aa,  I  cut  a  flick  to  aflift  Schell 
in  hopping  forward,  as  well  as  he 
could,  when  I  was  tired  of  carrying 
himi  and  thus  we  continued  our 
route,  the  difficulties  of  which  wer« 
increafed  by  the  mountain  fnows. 

Thus  pafled  the  night,  during 
which,  up  to  the  middle  in  fnov^, 
we  made  but  little  way.  There 
were  no  paths  to  be  traced  in  the 
mountains,  and  chey  were,  in  many 
places,  impaflable.  Day,  at  length, 
appeared:  we  thought  ourfelves 
near  the  frontiers,  which  are  twenty 
Englifh  miles  from  Glatz,  when  we, 
fuddenly,  to  our  great  terror,  heard 
the  city  clock  ftrike. 

Over- 
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Overwhelmed,  as  we  were,  by 
hunger,  cold,  fatigue,  and  pain,  ic 
was  impoffible  we  fhould  hold  out 
through  the  day.  After  fome  con- 
fideration,  and  another  half  hour's 
labour,  we  canne  to  a  village,  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  on  the  fide 
of  which,  about  three  hundred  paces 
from  us,  we  perceived  two  feparate 
houfes,  which  infpired  us  with  a 
flratagem,  that  was  fuccefsful. 

We  loft  our  hats,  in  leaping  the 
ramparts  ;  but  Schell  had  preferved 
his  fcarf  and  gorget,  which  would 
give  him  authority  among  the  pea- 
fants. 

J,  then,  cut  my  finger,  rubbed  the 
blood  over  my  face,  my  fhirt,  and 
my  coat,  and  bound  up  my  head, 
to  give  me  the  appearance  of  a  man 
dangerouOy  wounded. 

In  this  condition  I  carried  Schell 

to  the  end  of  the  wood  not  far  frooit 
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thefe  houfesj  here  he  tied  my  hands 
behind  my  back,  butfo  that  I  could^ 
eafily,  difengage  them  in  cafe  of 
need  ;  and  hobbled  after  me,  by  aid 
of  his  ftaff,  calling  for  help. 

Two  old  peafants  appeared,  and 
Schell  commanded  them  to  run 
to  the  village,  tell  a  magiftrate 
to  come  immediately  with  a  cart. 
"  I  have  feized  this  knave,"  added 
he,  ''  who  has  killed  my  horfe, 
"  and,  in  the  flruggle,  put  out  my 
*'  ancle  5  however,  I  have  wounded 
**  and  bound  him ;  fly  quickly,  bring 
**  a  cart,  lell  he  fhould  die  before  he 
*^  is  hanged.'* 

As  for  me,  I  fuffered  myfelf  to 
be  led,  as  if  half  dead,  into  the 
houfe.  A  peafant  was  difpatched  to 
the  village.  An  old  woman,  and  a 
pretty  girl,  kerned  to  take  great  pity 
on  me,  and  gave  me  fome  bread  and 
milk :  but  how  great  was  our  ado- 
z  nifliment 
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nifliment  when  the  aged  peafanC 
called  Schell  by  his  name,  and  told 
him  he  well  knew  we  were  deferters^ 
having,  the  night  before,-  been  at  a 
neighbouring  alehoufe,  where  the 
officer  in  purfuit  of  us  came,  named 
and  defcribed  us,  and  related  the 
whole  hiflory  of  aur  flight.  The 
peafant  knew  Schell,  becaufe  his  fon 
ferved  in  his  company,  and  had  often' 
fpoken  of  him  when  he  was  quar- 
tered at  Habelfchwert. 

Prefence  of  mind,  and  refolution^ 
was  all  that  were  now  left.  I^  in- 
ftantly,  ran  to  the  flable,  while  Schell 
detained  the  peafant  in  the  chamber« 
He,  however,  was  a  worthy  man, 
and  directed  him  the  road  towards 
Bohemia.  We  were,  flill^  but  about 
fome  feven  miles  from  Glatz,  having 
lofl  ourfelves  among  the  mountains, 
where  we  had  wandered  many  miles. 
The  daughter  followed  me  :  I  found 
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three  horfes  in  the  (lable,  but  na 
bridles.  I  conjured  her,  in  the  mofl 
paflionate  manner,  to  aflift  me:  fhe 
was  afFedled,  feemed  half  willing  to 
follow  me,  and  gave  me  the  two 
bridles..  I  led  the  horfes  to  the 
door,  called  Schell,  and  helped  him, 
with  his  lame  ]eg,  on  horfeback. 
The  old  peafant,  then,  began  to 
weep,  and  beg  I  would  not  take  his 
horfes  j  but  he,  luckily,  wanted  cou-» 
rage,  and,  perhaps,  the  will  to  im- 
pede usi  for,  with  a  fingle  dung- 
fork,  in  our  then  feeble  condition, 
he  might  have  flopped  us  long 
enough  to  have  called  in  afliftance 
from  the  village. 

And,  now,  behold  us  on  horfe- 
back, without  hats  or  faddles  ; 
Schell  with  his  uniform  fcarf  and 
gorget,  and  I  in  my  red  body  guard 
coat.  Still  were  we  in  danger  of 
feeing  all  our  hopes  vanifli,  for  my 
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horfe  would  not  flir  from  the  ftable  : 
howev^er,  at  iaft,  good  horfeman 
like,  I  made  him  move :  Schell  led 
the  way,  and  we  had  fcarcely  gone 
a  hundred  paces  before  we  perceived 
the  peafants  coming,  in  crowds, 
from  the  village. 

As  kind  fortune  would  have  it, 
the  people  were  all  at  church,  it 
being  a  feftival :  the  peafants  Schell 
had  fent  v/ere  obliged  to  call  aid 
cut  of  church.  It  was  but  nine  ia\ 
the  morning  ;  and,  had  the  peafants  . 
been  at  home,  we  had  been  loll  with^ 
out  hope. 

We  were  obliged  to  take  the  road 
to  Wunfhelburg,  and  pafs  through , 
the  town  where  Schell  had  been 
quartered  a  month  before,  and 
every  body  knew  him.  Our  drefs, 
without  hats  or  faddles,  fufficiently 
proclaimed  we  were  deferters :  our 
horfes,   however,  continued  to  go 
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tolerably  wcIJ,  and  we  had  the  good 
lack  to  get  through  the  town,  al- 
though there  was  a  garrifon  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  infantry,  and 
twelve  horfe,  purpofely  to  arreft 
deferters.  Schell  knew  the  road 
to  Brunfinnem,  where  we  arrived  at 
eleven  o'clock,  after  having  met, 
as  I  before  mentioned.  Captain 
Zerbft. 

He,  alone,  who  has  been  in  the 
fame  fituation,  can  imagine,  though 
he  never  can  defcribe,  all  the  joy  we 
felt.  An  innocent  man,  languifhing- 
in  a  dungeon,  who,  by  his  own  en^ 
deavours,  has  broken  his  chains, 
and  regained  his  liberty,  in  defpite 
of  all  the  arbitrary  power  of  princes 
who,  vainly,  would  oppofe  him,  con- 
ceives, in  moments  like  thefe,  fuch 
abhorrence  of  all  defpotifm  that  I 
could  not  well  comprehend  how  I 
ever  could   rcfolve  to    hve    under 
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governments  where  wealth,  con- 
tent, honour,  liberty,  and  life,  all, 
depend  upon  a  mafler*s  will,  and 
who,  were  his  intentions  the  moft 
pure,  could  not  be  able,  fingly,  to 
do  juflice  to  a  whole  nation. 

Never  did  I,  during  life,  feel 
pleafure  more  exquifite  than  at  this 
moment.  My  friend,  for  me,  had 
riflced  a  fhameful  death,  and,  now^ 
after  having  carried  him  at  lead 
twelve  hours  on  my  Ihoulders,  I 
had  faved  both  him  and  myfelf. 
We,  certainly,  would  not  have  fuf- 
fered  any  man  to  carry  us,  alive, 
again  to  Glatz.  Yet  this  was  but  the 
firft  a6l  of  the  tragedy  of  which  I 
was  doomed  the  hero,  and  the 
mournful  incidents  of  which,  all, 
arofe  out  of,  and  depended  on,  each 
other. 

Could  I  have  read  the  book  of 
fate,  and  have  k^n  the  forty  years 
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fearful  afflidhions  that  were  to  fol- 
low, I,  certainly,  fhould  not  have 
rejoiced  at  this  my  efcape  frorti 
Glatz.  One  yearns  patience  might 
haveappeafed  the  irritated  monarch, 
and,  taking  a  retrofpecl  of  all  that 
has  pafled,  I,  now,  find  it  would" 
have  been  a  fortunate  circumftance, 
had  the  good  and  faithful  Schell 
and  I  never  met,  fince  he,  alfo,  fell 
into  a  train  of  misfortunes,  which 
I  fhall,  hereafter,  relate,  and  from 
which  he  could  never  extricate 
himfelf,  but  by  death.  The  fufFer- 
ings,  which  I  have  fince  undergone, 
will  be  read  with  afbonilhmcnt. 

It  is  my  confolation  that  the  laws 
of  honour  and  nature,  both,  jullify 
the  a6lion.  I  may  ferve  as  an  ex- 
ample of  the  fortitude  with  which 
danger  ought  to  be  encountered,  and 
fhew  monarchs  that,  in  Germany, 
as  well  as  in  Rome,  there  are  men 
6  who 
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•who  refufe  to  crouch  beneath  the 
yoke  of  defpotifm,  and  that  philofo- 
phy  and  refolution  are  ilronger  thaa 
f  ven  thofe  lords  of  flaves,  with  all 
their  threats,  whips,  tortures,  and 
inftruments  of  death. 

In  Prufiia,  where  my  fufferjngs 
might  have  made  me  fuppofed  the 
worft  of  traitors,  is  my  innocence 
pniverfally  acknowledged  5  and,  in* 
/lead  of  contempt,  there  have  I  gainr 
ed  the.  love  of  the  whole  nation, 
jvhich  is  the  bell  compenfation  for 
all  the  ills  I.  have  fuffered,  and  for 
having  perfevered  in  the  virtuous 
principles  taught  me  in  my  youth, 
perfecuted,  as  I  have  been,  by  envy, 
and  malicious  power.  I  have  not 
time  further  to  moralize;  the  nu- 
merous incidents  of  my  life  would,; 
ptherwife,  fwell  thefe  volumes  to  too 
great  an  extent, 

Thus^ 
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Thus,  in  freedom,  at  Braunau,  on 
the  Bohemian  frontiers,  I  fent  the 
two  horfes,  with  the  corporars 
fword,  back  to  General  Fouqnet,  at 
Glatz.  The  letter  accompanying 
them  was  fo  pleafing  to  him  that 
all  the  centinels,  before  my  prifon 
door,  as  well  as  the  guard  under 
arms,  and  all  thofe  we  palTed,  were 
obligedto  run  the  gauntlet,  although, 
the  very  day  before,  he  had,  himfelf, 
declared  my  efcape  was  now  render- 
ed impoflible.  He,  however,  was 
deceived  -,  and  thus  do  the  mean  re^ 
venge  themfelves  on  the  miferable, 
and  the  tyrant  on  the  innocent. 

And  now,  for  the  firfl  time,  d  id  I  quit 
my  country,  and  fly,  like  Jofeph  from 
the  pit  into  which  his  falfe  brethren 
had  call  him:  and,  in  this  the  prefent 
moment  of  joy  for  my  efcape,  the 
lofs  even  of   friends  and  country 
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appeared,  to  me,  the  excefs  of  good 
fortune. 

The  eftates  which  had  been  pur- 
chafed  by  the  blood  of  my  fore-, 
fathers  were  confifcatedi  and  thus 
was  a  youth,  of  one  of  the  nobleft 
families  in  the  land,  whofe  heart  was 
all  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  king 
and  country,  and  who  was  among 
thofe  moft  capable  to  render  them 
fervice,  baniflied,  by  this  unjuft  and 
mifled  King,  and  treated  like  the 
worft  of  mifcreants,  malefadors,  and 
traitors. 

I  wrote  to  the  King,  and  fent  him 
a  true  flate  of  my  cafe  j  fent  indu- 
bitable proofs  of  my  innocence,  and 
fupplicated  juflice,  but  received 
no  anfwer. 

In  this  tlie  monarch  may  be  jufti- 
fied,  at  leaft  in  my  apprehenfion.  A 
wicked  man  had  malicioufly  and 
falfely    accufed    me  5  Colonel    Ja- 
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fchinfky  had   made  him  fufped  me" 
for  a  traitor,  and  it  was  impofTible 
he  fhould  read  my  heart.     The  firft 
aä:  of  injullice  had  been  haftily  com-7 
mitted;  I  had  been  condemned  un-^ 
heard,  unjudged,   and  the  injuftice' 
that  had  been  done  me  was  known' 
too  late;  Frederic  the  Great  found 
he   was   not   infallible.      Pardon    I 
would  not  afk,  for  1  had  committed' 
no  offence;  and  the  King  would  not,'^ 
probably,  own,  by  a  reverfe  of  con- 
du6t,  he  had  been  guilty  of  injuftice.-'' 
My   refolution  increafed  his  obfti-' 
nacy;  but,   in  the  difculTion  of  the 
caufe,  our  power  was  very  unequal. 
The  monarch  once  reallyloved  me; 
he  meant  my  punifhment  fhould  only 
be  temporary,  and  as  a  trial  of  my 
fidelity.   That  I  had  only  been  con- 
demned to    a  year's  imprifonment 
had  never  been  told  me,  and  was  a 
fad:  I  did  not  learn  till  long  after. 
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Major  Doo,  who,  as  I  have  faid, 
was  the  creature  of  Fouquet,  a  mean 
and  covetous  man,  knowing  I  had 
money,  had  always  adled  the  part  of 
a  prote(5tor,  as  he  pretended  to  me, 
and  continually  told  me  I  was  con- 
demned for  life.  He  perpetually 
turned  the  converfation  on  the  great 
credit  of  his  general  with  the  King, 
and  his  own  great  credit  with  the 
general.  For  the  prefent  of  a  horfe, 
on  which  I  rode  to  Glatz,  he  gave 
me  the  freedom  of  walking  about 
the  fortrefs  ;  and  for  another,  worth 
a  hundred  ducats,  I  refcued  Enfign 
Reitz  from  death,  who  had  been  be- 
trayed, when  endeavouring  to  efFefl 
our  efcape.  I  have  been  affured 
that,  on  that  very  day  on  which  1 
fnatched  his  fword  from  his  fide,  def- 
perately  pafied  through  the  garrifon, 
and  leaped  the  walls  of  the  rampart, 
he  was  exprefsly  come  to  tell  me,  after 
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fome  prefatory  threats,  that,  by  hi' 
general's  intercefiion,  my  punilh- 
menc  was  only  to  be  a  year's  iin- 
prifonnaent,  and  that,  consequently, 
I  fliould  be  releafed  in  a  few  days. 

How  vile  were  means  like  thefe, 
to  wreft  money  from  the  unfortu- 
nate !  The  King,  after  this  my  mad 
flight,  certainly,  was  never  informed 
of  the  major's  bafe  cunning ;  he 
could  only  be  told  that,  rather  than 
wait  a  few  days,  I  had  chofen,  in  this 
dcfperate  manner,  to  make  myefcape, 
and  go  over  to  the  enemy. 

Thus  deceived,  and  ftrengthened 
in  his  fufpicions,  muft  he  not  ima- 
gine my  defire  to  forfake  my  coun- 
try, and  go  over  to  the  enemy,  was 
unbounded  ?  How  could  hedo  other- 
wife  than  imprifon  a  fubje^l,  who 
thus  endeavoured  to  injure  him,  and 
aid  his  foes  ?  Thus,  by  the  calum- 
nies of  wicked  men,  did  my  cruel 
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^  deftiny  daily  become  more  fevcre ; 
and,  at  length,  render  the  deceived 
monarch  irreconcileable  and  crueL 

Yet  how  could  it  be  fuppofed 
that  I  would  not  willingly  have  re- 
mained three  Vv  eeks  longer  in  prifon, 
to  have  been  honourably  redored  to 
liberty  5  to  have  prevented  the  con- 
fifcation  of  my  efcate ;  and  to  have 
once  more  returned  to  my  loved 
millrefs  at  Berlin  ? 

And  now  was  I,  in  Bohemia,  a  fu- 
gitive ilranger,  without  money,  pro- 
tedor,  or  friend,  and  only  tv/enty 
years  of  age. 

In  the  campaign  of  1 744,  I  had  been 
quartered  at  Braunau^  with  a  v/eaver 
whom  I  advif-d,  and  affiiled,  to  bury 
his  effeds,  and.  preferve  xhem  from 
being  plundered.  The  worthy  man 
received  us  with  joy  and  gratitude. 
I  had  lived  in  this  fame  houfe,  but 
two  years  before,  as  abfolute  mailer 
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of  him  and  his  fate.  I  had,  then, 
nine  horfes  and  five  fervants,  with 
the  highefl:  and  moll  favourable 
hopes  of  futurity:  but  now  I  came 
a  fugitive,  feeking  proteäiion,  and 
having  loft  all  a  youth  like  me  had 
to  lofe. 

I  had  but  a  fingle  louis  d'or  in  my 
purfe,  and  Schell  forty  kreutzers,  or 
feme  three  fhillings:  with  this  fmall 
fum,  in  a  ftrange  country,  we  had  to 
cure  his  fprain,  and  provide  for  all 
our  wants. 

I  was  determined  not  to  go  to  my 
coufin  Trenck,  at  Vienna,  fearful 
this  fnould  feem  a  juftification  of 
all  my  imputed  treafons;  I  rather 
wilhed  to  embark  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 
than  to  have  recourfe  to  this  expe- 
dient. The  greater  my  delicacy  vvas, 
the  greater  became  my  diftrefs.  I 
wrote  to  my  miftrefs  at  Berlin,  but 
received    no  anfwerj    pofTibly,   be- 
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caufe  I  could  not  indicate  any  cer- 
tain mode  of  conveyance.  My  mo- 
ther believed  me  guilty,  and  aban- 
doned me ;  my  brothers  were  ftill 
minors,  and  my  friend,  at  Schweid- 
nitz,  could  not  aid  me^  being  gone 
to  Konigfberg, 

After  three  weeks  abode  at  Brau- 
nau,  my  friend  recovered  of  his 
lamencfs.  We  had  been  obi  iged  to  fell 
my  watch,  with  his  fcarf,  and  gorget, 
to  fupply  our  necelTities  •,  and  had  only 
four  florins  remaining. 

From  the  public  papers  I  learnt, 
my  coufin,  the  Auflrian  Trenck, 
was,  at  this  time, clofely  confined,  and 
under  criminal  profccution.  It  will 
eafily  be  imagined  what  efrc(5l  this 
news  had  upon  me. 

Never,  till  now,  had  I  felt  any  in- 
convenience from  poverty;  my  wants 
had  all  been   amply   fupplied,    and 
I  had  ever  lived  among,   and  been 
H  2  highly 
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liighly  loved  and  eftcemcd  by,  the 
firfl  people  of  the  land.  I  was  now 
dcflitute,  without  aid,  and  undeter- 
mined how  to  ftek  employment  or 
obtain  fame. 

At  length  I  determined  to  travel,  on 
foot,  to  Pruffia,  to  my  mother,  and 
obtain  money  from  her,  and  after- 
ward enter  into  the  Ruffian  fervice. 
Schell,  whofe  deftiny  was  linked  to 
mine,  would  not  forfake  me.  We 
afiumed  falfe  names :  I  called  my- 
felf  Knert,  and  Schell,  Lefch  j  then, 
obtaining  paflports,  like  common 
deferters,  we  left  Braunau  on  the 
21Ü:  of  January,  in  the  evening, 
unfeen  of  any  peifon,  and  proceeded 
towards  ßilitz,  in  Poland.  A  friend 
I  had  at  Neurode  gave  me  a  pair  of 
pocket  piftols,  a  muflcet,  and  three 
ducats:  the  money  was  fpent  at  Brau- 
nau. Here  let  me  take  occafion  to 
remark,  I  had  lent   this  friend,   in 
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urgent  necefTity,  a  hundred  ducatsy 
which  he  ftill  owed  me;  and,  when  I 
fent  to  requeft  payment,  he  returned 
me  three,  as  if  I  had  aflced  charity. 

Though  a  circumflantial  defcrip- 
tion  of  our  travels  would  alone  fill  a 
volume,  I  Ihall  only  relate  the  mod 
lingular  accidents  which  happened 
to  US;  Ifliall  alfo  infert  the  journal 
of  our  route,  which  my  friend  Schell 
had  preferved,  and  gave  me,  in  1776, 
when  he  came  to  fee  me  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  after  an  abfence  of  thirty 
years. 

This  may  be  called  the  firfl:  fcene 
in  which  I  appeared  as  an  adven- 
turer, and,  perhaps,  my  good  fortune 
may  even  have  overbalanced  the  bad, 
fince  I  have  efcaped  death  full  thirty 
times,  when  the  chances  were,  at  lead, 
a  hundred  to  one  againft  me  :  certain 
it  is,  I  undertook  many  things,  in 
which  I  feemed  to  have  owed  my 
H  3  pre- 
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prefervation  to  the  very  raflinefs  of 
thea6lion,and  in  which  others, equal- 
ly brave,  would  have  found  death. 

JOURNAL 

Of  travels  on  foot^  from  BraunaUy  in 
JBobemia,  through  BilitZy  in  Poland, 
to  Meferitz  i  and  from  Meferitz,  by 
Thorny  to  Elhing-,  in  the  whole  169 
miles  ■^•,  performed  without  begging 
cr  ßealing. 

Jan.  i8,  1747.  From  Braun au>  by 
Politz,  to  Nachod,  three  miles,  wc 
having  three  florins,  forty-five  kreut- 
zers  in  our  purfe. 

*  The  German  mile  contains  from  four  to 
feven  Englifli  miles,  and  this  variation  appears 
to  depend  on  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  and 
on  the  road-i  being  in  fome  places  but  littls 
frequented.  It  ftems  probable,  the  Baron 
and  his  friend  might  travel  about  800  Englifli 
miles.        T, 
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Jan.  19.  ToNeuftadc.  Here  Schell 
bartered  his  uniform  for  an  old  coat; 
and  a  Jew  gave  him  two  florins  fif- 
teen kreiitzers  in  exchange;  from 
hence  we  went  to  Reichenau  j  in  all 
three  miles. 

Jan.  20.  We  went  to  Leutomi- 
fche],  five  miles.  Here  I  bought  a 
loaf  hot  out  of  the  oven,  which,  eat- 
ing greedily,  had  nearly  caufed  my 
death.  This  obliged  us  to  refl  a 
day,  and  the  extravagant  charge  of 
the  landlord  almofl  emptied  our 
purfe. 

Jan.  22.  From  Tribau  to  Zwit- 
taw  in  Moravia,  four  miles. 

Jan.  23.  To  Sternberg,  fix  miles. 
This  day's  journey  excefllvely  fa- 
tigued poor  Schell  i  his  fprained 
ancle  being  fi:ill  extremely  weak. 

Jan.  24.  ToLeipnitz,  four  miles; 

in  a  deep   fnow,    and  with    empty 

H  4  fto-* 
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flomachs.     Here  I  fold  my  flock- 
buckle  for  four  florins. 

Jan.  25.  To  Freyberg,  by  Weif- 
kirch,  to  Drachotufch,  five  miles. 
Early  in  the  morning  we  found  a 
violin  and  cafe  on  the  road ;  the 
innkeeper  in  Weifkirch  gave  us  two 
florins  for  it,  on  condition  that  he 
fhould  return  it  to  the  owner,  on 
proving  his  right>  it  being  worth,  at 
lead,  twenty. 

Jan.  26.  To  Freideck,  in  Upper 
Silefia,  two  miles. 

Jan.  27.  To  a  village,  four  miles 
and  a  half. 

Feb.  28  Through  Scotfcha,  to 
Bilitz,  three  miles.  This  was  the 
lad  Auftrian  town  on  the  frontiers  of 
Poland  ;  and  Captain  Capi,  of  the 
regiment  of  Marifchall,  who  com- 
manded the  garrifon,  demanded  our 
pafl'ports.  We  had  falfe  names, 
and   called  ourfelvcs  common  Pruf- 
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fian  deferters ;  but  a  drummer,  who 
had  deferted  from  Glatz,  knew  us, 
and  betrayed  us  to  the  captain,  who, 
immediately,  arrefled  us  very  rude- 
ly, and  fent  us,  on  foot,  to  Tefchin, 
refufing  us  a  hearing,  four  miles 
diftant. 

Here  we  found  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Baron  Schwarzer,  a  perfe6lly 
worthy  man^  who  was  highly  inter- 
efted  in  our  behalf,  and  who  blamed 
the  irregular  arbitrary  conduct  of 
Captain  Capi.  I  frankly  related 
my  adventures,  and  he  ufed  every 
pofTible  argument  to  perfuade  me, 
inftead  of  continuing  my  journey 
through  Poland,  to  go  to  Vienna  ; 
but  in  vain  ;  my  good  genius,  this 
time,  preferved  me  :  would  to  God 
it  had  ever  1  How  many  miferies  had 
I  then  avoided,  and  howeafily  might 
I  have  efcaped  the  fnares  fpread  for 
me  by  the  powerful,  who  have  feized 
H  5  on 
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on  my  property,  and,  in  order  to  fc- 
curc  it,  have,  hitherto,  rendered  me 
ufelefs  to  the  ftate,  by  depriving  me 
of  all  pod  or  employment. 

I  returned,  therefore,  a  fecond 
time,  to  Bilitz,  travelling  thefe  four 
miles  once  more.  Schwarzer  lent 
us  his  own  horfe,  and  four  ducats, 
which  I  have,  fince,  repaid,  but 
which  I  Ihall  never  forger,  as  they 
v^ere  of  fignal  fervice  to  me,  and 
procured  me  a  pair  of  new  boots. 

■Irritated  againft  Captain  Capij, 
we  pafTed  through  Bilitz  without 
üopping,  w^ent,  immediately,  to  Biala, 
the  firft  town  in  Poland,  and,  from 
thence,  I  fent  Capi  a  challenge  to 
fight  me,  with  fword  or  piftol,  but 
received  no  anfwer;  and  his  non- 
appearance has  ever  confirnied  him 
in  my  opinion  a  rafcal. 

And,  here,  fuffer  me  to  take  a 
retrofpeftive  view  of  what  was  my 

then 
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then  fituation.      By  the  orders   of 
Capi,  I  was  fenc  prifoner  as   a  coa- 
temptible  common  deferter,  and  was- 
unable  to  call  him  to  account.     In 
Poland,    indeed,  I   had  that  power,, 
but  was  defpifed  as  a  vagabond,  be- 
caufe  of  my  poverty.     What,  alas  I' 
are    the  advantages  which  the  love 
of  honour,  fcience,  courage,  or  de- 
fire   of  fame   can    beilow,  wanting 
the  means  tiiat  fhould  introduce  us 
to,  and  bid  us  walk  erecfl  in  prefence 
of,  our  equals  ?  Youth,  deprefled  by. 
poverty,  is  robbed  of  the  fociety  of 
thofe   who   beft  can  afford  example 
and   inftrudlion.     I  had  lived  fami- 
liar with  the  greats   men  of  genius- 
had  formed    and    enlightened    me  j 
I    had  been  enumerated  among  the 
favourites  of  a  court  j   and  now  was 
la  ftranger,  unknown,  unefleemed, 
nay,  contemned,  obliged  to  endure 
the  extremes  of  cold,  hunger,  a/id 
H6  thirfli, 
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thlrH:;  to  wander  many  a  weary  mile, 
fiiftering  both  in  body  and  mind, 
while  every  ftep  led  me  farther 
from  her  whom  mod  I  loved,  and 
deareftj  yet  had  I  no  fixed  plan,  no 
certain  knowledge  in  what  thefe  my 
labours  and  fufferings  fliould  end. 

I  was  too  proud  to  difcover  my- 
felf;  but,  indeed,  to  whom  could  I 
difcover  myfclf  in  a  ilrange  land  ? 
My  name  might  have  availed  me  in 
Auftria,  but  in  Auflria,  where  this 
name  was  known,  would  I  not  remain; 
rather  than  leek  my  fortune  there,  I 
was  determined  to  fliun  whatever 
might  tend  to  render  me  fufpicious  in 
the  eyes  of  my  country.  How  liable 
was  a  temper,  fo  ardent  as  mine,  in 
the  midft  of  dißiculties,  fatigues, 
and  difappointments,  hard  to  endure, 
to  betray  me  into  all  thofe  errors  of 
which  rafh  youth,  unaccuftomed  to 
hardfcip,  impatient   of  contrariety, 

are 


C  '57  ) 
are  fo  often  guilty  !  But  I  had  taken 
my  refolution,  and  my  faithfull 
Schell,  to  whom  hunger,  or  cafe, 
contempt,  or  fame,  for  my  fake> 
were  become  indifferent,  did  what- 
ever I  defired. 

Once  m.ore  to  my  journal. 

Feb.  I.  We  proceeded  four  miles 
from  Biala  to  Ofwintzin,  I  having 
determined  to  afk  aid  from  my  fifler, 
vjho  had  married  Waldow,  and  lived, 
much  at  her  eafe,  on  a  fine  eflate 
at  Hammer  in  Brandenburgh,  be- 
tween Landfberg  on  the  Warta  and 
Meferitz,  a  frontier  town  of  Poland. 
For  this  reafon  we  continued  our 
route  all  along  the  Silefian  confines 
to  Meferitz, 

Feb  2.  To  Bobrek  and  Elkufch, 
five  miles.  We  fuffered  much  this  day, 
becaufe  of  the  fnow,  and  that  the  1  ight- 
nefs  of  our  drefs  was  ill  fuiied  tofuch 
fevere  weather,  Schel  1,  negligently, 
2  '  loft 
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lK)ft  our  puiTc,  In  which  were  nine 
florins.  I  had  flill,  however,  nine- 
teen grofch  in  my  pocket  (about  half 
a  crown). 

Feb.  3.  To  Crumelew,  three 
miles  ;    and 

Feb.  4.  To  Wladowiegud  Jo- 
reck,  three  miles  mores  and  from 
thence,  on 

Feb.  5.  To  Czenftochowa,  where 
there  is  a  magnificent  convent,  con- 
cerning which,  had  I  room,  I  might 
write  many  remarkable  things,  much 
to  the  difgrace  of  its  inhabitants. 

We  flept  at  an  inn  kept  by  a 
very  worthy  man,  whofe  name  was 
Lazar,  He  had  been  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Auftrian  fervice,  where  he 
had  fuffered  much,  and  was  now  be- 
come a  poor  innkeeper  in  Poland* 
We  had  not  a  penny  in  our  purfe, 
and  requefled  a  bit  of  bread.  The 
generous   man   had  cpinpaffion  on 
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us,  and  defired  us  to  fit  down,  and 
eat  with  himfelf.  I,  then,  told  him 
who  we  were,  and  trufted  him  with 
the  motives  of  our  journey.  Scarce- 
ly had  we  Tupped,  before  a  carriage 
arrived,  with  three  people.  They 
had  their  own  horfes,  a  fervant,  and 
a  coachman. 

This  is  a  remarkable  incident, 
and  I  muft  relate  it  circumftantially, 
though  as   briefly  as  pofTible, 

We  had,  before,  met  this  carriage 
at  Elkufch,  and  one  of  thefe  people 
had  afked  Schell  where  we  were  go- 
ing :  he  had  replied,  to  Czenftochowa ; 
we,  therefore,  had  not  the  lead  fuf- 
picion  of  them,  notwithflanding  the 
danger  we  ran. 

They  lay  at  the  inn,  faluted  us, 
but  with  indifference,  not  feeming 
to  notice  us,  andfpoke  little.  We  had 
not  been  long  in  bed  before  our  hoft 
came  to  awaken  us,  and  told  us,  with 
furprife,   thefe  pretended  merchants 

were 


uere  fent  to  arifft  us  from  Pruflla; 
that  they  had  offered,  fird,  fifty, 
afterwards,  a  hundred  ducats,  if  he 
would  permit  them  to  take  us  in  his 
houfe,  and  carry  us  into  Silefia  -,  that 
he  had,  firmly,  rejeded  the  propofal, 
though  they  had  increafed  their  pro- 
mi  fes  ;  and  that,  at  lafl,  they  had 
given  him  fix  ducats  to  engage  his 
filence. 

We  clearly  faw  thefe  v/ere  an  offi- 
cer and  under-ofiicers  fent  by  Gene- 
ral Fouquet,  to  recover  us.  We 
conjectured  by'  what  means  they 
had  difcovered  our  route,  and  ima- 
gined the  information  they  had  re- 
ceived could  only  come  from  one 
Lieutenant  Moliinie,  of  the  garrifon 
of  Habelfchwert,  who  had  come  to 
vifit  Schellj  as  a  friend,  during  our 
flay  at  Braunau.  He  had  remained 
with  us  two  days,  and  had  afkedmany 
queftions  concerning  the  road  we 
ihould  take,  and  he  was  the  only  one 

who 
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who  knew  it.  He  was,  probably^  the 
fpy  of  Fouquet,  and  the  caufe  of 
what  happened  afterwards,  which, 
however,  ended  in  the  defeat  of  our 
enemies. 

The  moment  I  heard  of  this  in- 
famous treachery,  I  was  for  entering, 
with  my  piflols  primed,  into  the 
enemy's  chamber,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  Schell  and  Lazar :  the 
latter  entreated  me,  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  to  remain  at  his  houfe  till 
I  (hould  receive  a  fupply  from  my 
mother,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to 
continue  my  journey  with  more  eafe 
and  lefs  danger:  but  his  entreaties 
were  inefFe6lual,  I  was  determined 
to  fee  her,  uncertain  as  I  was  of 
what  effedl  my  letter  had  produced. 
Lazar  afiured  me  we  fiiould,  moft 
infallibly,  be  attacked  on  the  road. 
<^  So  much  the  better,  retorted  I ; 
«^  that  v/ill  give  me  an  opportunity 

*'of 
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"  of  difpatching  them,  fending  them 
"  to  the  other  world,  and  fliooting 
*'  them  as  I  would  highwaymen." 
They  departed  at  break  of  day,  and 
took  the  road  to  Warfaw. 

We  would  have  been  gone,  like- 
wife,  but  Lazar,  in  fome  fort,  forci- 
bly detained  us,  and  gave  us  the  fix 
ducats  he  had  received  from  the 
PrufTians,  with  which  we  bought  us 
each  a  fhirt,  another  pair  of  pocket 
piftols,  and  other  urgent  neceflariesj 
then  took  an  afFedlionate  leave  of 
our  hoft,  who  direfted  us  on  our 
way,  and  we  teftified  our  gratitude 
for  the  great  fervices  done  us. 

Feb.  6.  From  Czenftochowa  to 
Dankow,  two  miles.  Here  we  ex- 
pedted  an  attack.  Lazar  had  told 
us  our  enemies  had  only  one  mufket; 
I,  alfoj  had  a  muflcet,  and  an  excel- 
lent fabre,  and  each  of  us  was  pro- 
vided with  a  pair  of  piftols.     They 

knew 
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knew  not  we  were  fo  well  arnned, 

which,    perhaps,   was    the  caufe   of 

.  their  panic,  when  they  came  to  en- 

Feb.  7.  We  took  the  road  to 
Parfemechi :  we  had  not  been  an 
hour  on  the  road  before  we  faw  a 
carriage:  as  we  drew  near,  we  knew 
it  to  be  that  of  our  enemies,  who 
pretended  it  was  fet  in  the  fnow. 
They  were  round  it,  and,  when  they 
faw  us  approach,  began  to  call  for 
help.  This,  we  guefledji  was  an  arti- 
fice to  entrap  us.  Schell  was  not 
llrong;  they  would  all  have  fallen 
upon  me,  and  we  fliould  eafily  have 
been  carried  off,  for  they  wanted  to 
take  us  alive. 

We  left  the  caufeway  about 
thirty  paces,  anfwering,  '^  we  had 
"not  time  to  give  them  helpj" 
at  which  they  all  ran  to  their  car- 
riage, drew  out  their  piftols,  and^ 

return- 
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returning  full  Ipeed  afcer  us,  called. 
Stop,  rafcals !  We  began  to  run,  but 
I,  fuddenly  turning  round,  prcfcnted 
my  piece,  and  (hot  the  neareft  dead 
on  the  fpot.  Schell  fired  his  pidols; 
our  oppofers  did  the  fame,  and 
Schell  received  a  ball  in  the  neck  at 
this  difcharge.  It  was  now  my  turn  ; 
I  took  out  my  pidols,  one  of  the 
aflailants  ßed,  and  1,  enraged,  pur- 
fued  him  three  hundred  paces,  over- 
took him,  and,  as  he  was  defending 
himfelf  with  his  fword,  perceiving 
he  bled,  and  made  a  feeble  refiftance, 
prefTed  upon  him,  and  gave  him  a. 
llroke  that  brought  him  down.  I, 
inflantly,  returned  to  Schell,  whom 
I  found  in  the  power  of  two  others 
that  were  dragging  him  towards  the 
carriage,  but,  when  they  faw  me  at 
their  heels,  they  fied  over  the  fields. 
The  coachman,  perceiving  which  way 

the 


(lös    ) 

the  battle  went,  leaped  on  his  box, 
and  drove  off  full  fpeed. 

Schell,  though  delivered,  was 
wounded  with  a  ball  in  the  neck, 
and  by  a  cut  in  the  right  hand, 
which  had  made  him  drop  his  fword, 
though  he  affirmed  he  had  run  one 
of  his  adverfaries  through. 

I  took  a  filver  watch  from  the 
man  I  had  killed,  and  was  going  to 
make  free  with  his  purfe,  when 
Schell  called,  and  ihowed  me  a 
coach  and  ßx  coming  down  a  hill. 
To  flay  would  have  expofed  us  to 
have  been  imprifoned  as  highway- 
men j  for  the  two  fugitives,  who 
had  efcaped  us,  would,  certainly, 
have  borne  witnefs  againfl  us.  Safety 
only  could  be  found  in  flight.  I, 
however,  feized  the  muflcet  and  hat 
of  him  I  had  firil  killed,  and  we, 
then,  gained  the  copfe,  and,  after 
that,    the    forefl.    The    road    was 

round 
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round  about,  and  it  was  night  before 
wc  reached  Parfeinechi. 

Schell  was  befmeared  with  blood  ; 
I  had  bound  up  his  wound  the  bed 
I  could  i  but,  in  Polifli  villages,  no 
furgeons  are  to  be  found,  and  he  per- 
formed his  journey  with  great  diffi- 
culty. We  met  with  two  Saxon  un- 
der-officers  here,  who  were  recruiting 
for  the  regim.ent  of  guards  at  Dref- 
den.  My  fix-feet  height  and  perfon 
pleafed  them,  and  they,  immedi- 
ately, made  themfelves  acquainted 
with  me.  I  found  them  intelligent, 
and  entrufted  them  with  our  fecrer, 
told  them  who  we  were,  related  the 
battle  we  had  that  day  had  with  our 
purfuers,  and  I  had  not  reafon  to  repent 
of  my  confidence  in  them.  Schell 
had  his  wounds  dreft,  and  we  re- 
mained feven  days  with  thefe  good 
Saxons,  who  faithfully  kept  us  com- 
pany. 

I  learned. 
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I  learned,  meantime,  that,  of  the 
four  men  by  whom  we  had  been 
airaulted,  one  only,  and  the  coach- 
man, returned,  alive,  to  Glatz.  The 
name  of  the  officer,  who  undertook 
this  vile  bufinefs,  was  Gerfdorf;  he 
had  a  hundred  and  fifty  ducats  in 
his  pocket,  when  found  dead.  How 
great  would  our  good  fortune  have 
been,  had  not  that  curfed  coach  and 
fix,  by  its  appearance,  made  us  take 
to  flight ;  fince  the  booty  would 
have  been  mod  juft  !  Fortune,  this 
time,  did  not  favour  the  innocent ^ 
and,  though  treacheroufly  attacked, 
I  was  obliged  to  efcape,  like  a 
guilty  wretch.  We  fold  the  watch 
to  a  Jew  for  four  ducats,  the  hat  for 
three  florins  and  a  half,  and  the 
mußtet  for  a  ducat,  Schell  being 
unable  to  carry  it  farther.  We 
left  mofl;  of  this  money  behind  us  at 
Parfemechi.     A  Jew   furgeon   fold 

us 
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US  fome  dear  plaifters,  which  we  took 
with  us,  and  departed. 

Feb.  15.  From Parfemechi, through 
Viclum,  to  Biala,  four  milfs. 

Feb.  16,  Through  Jtrriichow  to 
Micorfen,  four  miles  and  a  half. 

Feb.  17.  To  Ofl:':^rkow  and 
Schwarzwald,  three  miles, 

Feb.  i8.     To  Sdune,  four  miles. 

Feb.  19.     To  Goblin,  two  miles. 

Here  we  arrived,  wholly  deltitute 
of  money.  I  fold  my  coat  to  a 
Jew,  who  gave  me  four  florins  and 
a  coarfe  waggoner's  frock,  in  ex- 
change, which  I  did  not  think  I 
fhould  long  need,  as  we,  now,  drew 
nearer  to  where  my  fifler  lived,  and 
where,  I  hoped,  I  fhould  be  better 
equipped.  Schell,  however,  grew 
weaker  and  weaker  j  his  wounds 
healed  flowly,  and  were  expenfive  5 
the  cold,  alfo,  was  injurious  to  him, 
and,     as   he   was   not,    by   nature, 

cleanly 
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cleanly  in  his  perfon,  his  body,  foon, 
became  the  harbour  of  every  fpecies 
of  vermin  to  be  picked  up  in  Po- 
land.    We  often  arrived,  wet  and 
weary,     to   our    fmoaky,     reeking, 
flove-room.     Often  were  we  obliged 
to  lie  on  draw,  or  the  bare  boards; 
and  the  various  hardfhips  we  fuffered 
are,  almofl-,    incredible.      Wander- 
ing,   as   we   did,    in    the   midfl    of 
winter,  through  Poland,  where  hu- 
manity, hofpitality,  and  gentle  pity, 
are  fcarcely  fo  much  as  known  by 
name;   where   mercilefs  Jews  deny 
the  poor  traveller  a  bed,  and  ^here 
we,   dilconfolately,   ftrayed  without 
bread,  and,    almoft,    naked ;    thefe 
were  fufferings,  the  full   extent  of 
which    he    only    can    conceive    by 
whom   they  have   been   felt.     My 
mufket,  now  and  then,  procured  us 
an  occafional  meal  of  tame  geefe,  and 
:ocks  and  hens,  when  thefe  were  to 
Vol.  I.  I  be 
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be  had ;  otherwife,  we  never  tcok  or 
touched  any  thing  that  was  not  our 
own.  We  met  with  Saxon  and 
PrufTian  recruiters  at  various  places; 
all  of  whom,  on  account  of  my 
youth  and  fbature,  were  eager  to 
inveigle  me.  I  was  highly  diverted 
to  hear  them  enumerate  all  the  pofTi- 
bilities  of  future  greatnefs,  and  how 
liable  I  was  hereafter  to  become  a 
corporal :  nor  was  I  lefs  merry  with 
their  mead,*  ale,  and  brandy,  given 
with  an  intent  to  make  me  drunk. 
Thus  had  we  many  artifices  to  guard 
againfl,  but  thus  had  we,  likewife, 
very  luckily  for  us,  many  a  good 
meal  gratis. 

Feb.  21.  We  went  from  Goblin 
to  Pugnitz,  three  miles  and  a  half. 

Feb.  22.  Through  Storchneft  to 
Schmiegel,  four  miles. 

Here  happened  a  fingular  adven- 
ture.    The  peafants,  at  this  place, 

were 


were  dancing  to  a  vile  fcraper  on 
the  violin :  I  took  the  inflrument 
myfelf,  and  played  while  they  con- 
tinued their  hilarity.  They  were 
much  pleafed  with  my  playing,  but 
when  I  was  tired,  and  defired  to 
have  done,  they  obliged  me,  firll,  by 
importunities,  and,  afterwards,  by 
threats,  to  play  on  all  night.  I  was 
fo  fatigued,  I  thought  I  ihould  have 
fainted  :  at  length,  they  quarrelled 
among  themfelves.  Schell  was  (leepr 
ing  on  a  bench,  and  fome  of  theni  fell 
on  his  wounded  hand  :  he  rofe  furi- 
ous, I  feized  our  arms,  began  to  lay 
about  me,  and,  while  all  was  in  con- 
fufion,  we  efcaped  without  farther 
ill  treatment. 

What  ample  fubje(5l  of  meditation 
on  the  various  turns  of  fate  did  this 
night  afford  !  But  two  years  before 
I  danced  at  Berlin,  with  the  daugh- 
ters and  fitters  of  Kings ;  and  here 
I  2  was 
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was  I,  in  a  Polifli  hut,  a  ragged, 
almoft  naked,  mufician,  playing  for 
the  fport  of  ignorant  ruftics,  whom 
I  was,  at  laft,  obliged  to  fight. 

I  was,  myfelf,  the  caufe  of  the 
trifling  misfortune  that  befel  me  on 
this  occafion.  Had  not  my  vanity 
led  m.e  to  fhow  thefe  poor  peafants 
I  was  a  mufician,  I  might  have  flept 
in  peace  and  fafety.  The  fame  vain 
defire,  of  proving  I  knew  more  than 
other  men,  made  me  through  life 
the  continued  vi6lim  of  envy  and 
flander.  Had  nature,  too,  beftowed 
on  me  a  weaker,  or  a  deformed 
body,  I  had  been  lefs  obferved,  lefs 
courted,  lefs  fought,  and  my  adven- 
tures and  mifliaps  had  been  fewer. 
Thus  the  merits  of  the  man  often 
become  his  miferies  5  and  thus  the 
bear,  having  learned  to  dance,  muft 
live  and  die  in  chains. 

This  ardour,   this  vanity,  or,  if 

you 
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you  pleafe,  this  emulation,  has,  how- 
ever, taught  me  to  vanquifli  a  thou- 
fand  difficulties,  under  which  others 
of  cooler  pafiions,  and  more  tempe- 
rate defires,  would  have  ftink.  May 
my  example  remain  a  warning,  and 
thus  may  my  fufferings  becom.e 
fomewhat  profitable  to  the  world, 
cruel  as  they  have  been  to  myfelf, 
Cruel  they  were,  and  cruel  they 
mud  continue  j  for  the  wounds  I  have 
received  are  not,  will  not,  cannot,  be 
healed, 

Feb.  123.  From  Schmiege!  to 
Rakonitz,  and  from  thence  to 
Karzer  Holland,  four  miles  and  a 
half.  Here  we  fold,  to  prevent 
dying  of  hunger,  a  fliirt  and  Schell's 
waiftcoat  for  eighteen  grofch,  or  nine 
fchoftack.  I  had  Hiot  a  pullet  the 
day  before,  which  necelTity  obliged 
us  to  eat  raw.  I,  alfo,  killed  a 
crow,  which  I  devoured  alone, 
I  3  .     Schell 
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Schell  refufing  to  tafle.     Youth  and 
hard  travelling  created  a  voracious 
appetite,    and  our   eighteen  grofch 
were  foon  expended. 

Feb.  24.  We  came  through 
Benzen  to  Lette),  four  miles.  Here 
we  halted  a  day,  to  learn  the  road  to 
Hammer,  in  Brandenburgh,  where 
my  fifl-er  lived,  I  happened,  lucki- 
ly, to  meet  with  the  wife  of  a 
Pruilian  foldier,  who  lived  at  Lettel, 
and  belonged  to  Kolfchen,  where 
Hie  was  born  a  vaflal  of  my  filler's 
hufband.  I  told  her  who  I  was,  and 
fhe  became  our  guide. 

Feb.  26.  To  Kurfchen  and  Fal- 
kenwalde. 

Feb.  27.  Through  Neuendorf 
and  Oofl,  and,  afterwards,  through 
a  pathlefs  wood,  five  miiles  and  a 
half  to  Hammer,  and  here  I  knocked 
at  my  fiiler*s  door  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening. 

A  maid 
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A  maid  fervant  came  to  the  door^ 
whom  I  knew  j  her  name  was  Mary, 
and  fhe  had  been  born,  and  brought 
up,  in  my  father's  houfe.     She  was 
terrified  at  feeing  a  fturdy  fellow  m 
a  beggar's  drefs  j  which  perceiving, 
I  afked  Molly,  do  not  you  know  me  ? 
She  anfwered  no,  and  I,  then,  difco- 
vered  myfelf  to  her.     I  aflced  whe- 
ther my  brother-in-law  was  at  home, 
Mary  replied,  yes ;  but  he  was  fick 
in  bed.     Tell  my  filler,  then,  faid 
I,  that  I  am  here.     She  (bowed  me 
into  a  room,  and  my  fifter,  prefently, 

came. 

She  was  alarmed  at  feeing  me,  not 
knowing  that  I  had  efcaped  from 
Glatz,  and  ran  to  inform  her  huf- 
band,  but  did  not  return. 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the 

good  Mary  came,  weeping,  and  told 

us   her   mafter   commanded   us    to 

quit  the  premifes   inftantly,  or  he 

I  4  Ihould 
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ftiould  be  obliged  to  have  us  ar- 
reted, and  delivered  up  as  prifoners. 
My  filler's  hiifband  forcibly  detain- 
ed her,  and  I  faw  her  no  more. 

What  my  feelings  mufl  be,  at  fucli 
a  moment,  let  the  reader  imagine.  I 
was  too  proud,  too  enraged,  to  afk 
money;  I  furioufiy  left  the  houfe, 
uttering  a  thoufand  menaces  againfl 
its  inhabitants,  while  the  kind-heart- 
ed Mary,  ftill  weeping,  flipped  three 
ducats  into  my  hand,  which  I  ac- 
cepted. 

And  now  behold  us,  once  more, 
in  the  wood,  which  was  not  above  a 
hundred  paces  from  the  houfe,  half 
dead  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  not 
daring  to  enter  any  habitation,  while 
in  the  flates  of  Brandenburgh,  and 
dragging  our  weary  fteps,  all  night, 
through  fnow  and  rain,  until  our 
guide,  at  length,  brought  us  back, 

at 
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at  day  break,   once  again,  to  the 
town  of  Lettel. 

She,  herfelf,  wept,  in  pity  at  our 
fate,  and  I  could  only  give  her  two 
ducats  for  the  danger  fhe  had  run; 
but  I  bad  her  hope  more,  in  future, 
and  I  afterwards  fent  for  her  to 
Vienna,  in  175 1>  where  I  took  great 
care  of  her.  She  was  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  and  died  my  fervant, 
in  Hungary,  fome  weeks  before  my 
unfortunate  journey  to  Dantzic, 
where  I  fell  into  my  enemies  hands, . 
and  remained  ten  years  a  prifoner  at 
Magdeburg. 

We  had  fcarcely  reached  the  wood 
before,  in  the  anguifh  -of  my  heart, 
lexclaimed  to  Scheil,  "  Does  not 
*«  fuch  a  fifter,  npy  friend,  deferve  I 
"  (hould  fire  her  houfe  over  her 
"  head  r"  The  wifdom  of  modern- 
•tion,  and  calm  forbearance,  was,  in 
Schell,  a  virtue  of  the  highefl  order: 
I  5  he 
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he  was  my  continual  Mentor;  my 
guide,  whenever  my  choleric  tempe- 
rament was  difpofed  to  violence.  I, 
therefore,  honour  his  afhess  he  de- 
ferved  a  better  fate. 

*^  Friend,"  faid  he,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  "  refiedl, .  that  your  fifler  may 
"  be  innocent,  may  be  withheld  by 
*'  her  hufband ;  befides,  fhould  the 
**  King  difcover  we  had  entered  her 
*'  doors,  and  fhe  had  not  delivered 
"  us  again  into  his  power,  fhe  might 
*^  become  as  mifcrable  as  we  were. 
**  Be  more  noble  minded,  and  think 
*'  that,  even  fhould  your  fifler  be 
*^  wrong,  the  time  may  come  when 
**  her  children  may  fland  in  need  of 
**  your  afliflance,  and  you  may  have 
"  the  indefcribable  pleafure  of  re- 
**  turning  good  for  evil." 

I  never  fhall  forget  this  excellent 
advice,  v.hich,  in  reality,  was  a  pro- 
phecy, iviy  rich  brother-in-law  died, 

and. 
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and,  during  the  Ruffian  war,  his  lands 
and  houfes  v/ere  laid  defolate  and  in 
ruins,  and,  nineteen  years  afterwards, 
when  releafed  from  my  imprifon- 
ment  at  Magdeburg,  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  ferving  the  children  of 
my  filler.  Such  are  the  turns  of  fate; 
and  thus  do  improbabilities  become 
fads. 

My  filter  juftified  her  conduct  j 
Schell  had  conjedured  the  truths  for, 
ten  years  after  I  was  thus  expelled 
her  houfe,  fhe  fhewed,  during  my 
imprifonment,  fhe  v^as  really  a  filler. 
She  was  fliamefully  betrayed  by 
Weingarten,  fecretary  to  the  Au (Irian 
ambafiador  at  Berlin  ;  loll  a  pin  of 
her  property,  and,  at  length,  her  life 
fell  an  innocent  facrifice  to  he^ 
brother. 

This  event,  which  is  interwovem 

with  my  tragical  hiflory,  will  be  re* 

iated  in  the  fecond  volume:  aiy  heart 

I  6  bkedsj 
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bleeds,  my  very  foul  fhudderSj  when 
I  recolledt  this  dreadful  fcene. 

I  have  not  the  means  fully  to  re- 
compenfe  her  children  ;  and  Wein- 
garten, the  juft  obje(!:l  of  vengeance, 
is  long  fince  in  the  grave ;  for,  did 
he  exift,  the  earth  Ihould  not  hide 
him  from  my  fword. 

I  Ihall  now  continue  my  journal : 
Deceived  in  the  aid  I  expedled,  I  was 
obliged  to  change  my  plan,  and  go 
to  my  mother,  who  lived  in  Pruflla^ 
nine  miles  beyond  Konigfberg. 

Feb.  28.  We  continued,  tired, 
anxious,  and  diflrefied,  at  Lettel. 

March  i.  We  went  three  miles 
to  Pleefe,  and  on 

March  2.  A  mile  and  a  half  far- 
ther to  Meferitz. 

March  3.  Through  Merfebaum 
to  Birnbaum,  three  miles. 

March  4.  Through  Zircke,  Wru- 
licck,  Obeftchow,  to  Scudnitze,  fe- 

ven 
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ven  miles,  in  one  day,  three  of  which 
we  had  the  good  fortune  to  ricle, 

March  5.  Three  niilc-s  to  Rogo- 
fen,  where  we  arrived  without  fb 
much  as  a  heller  to  pay  our  lodging. 
The  Jew  innkeeper  drove  us  out  of 
his  houfej  we  were  obliged  to  wan- 
der all  night,  and  at  break  of  day- 
found  we  had  llrayed  two  miles  out 
of  the  road. 

We  entered  a  peafant's  cottage, 
where  an  old  woman  was  drawing 
bread  hot  out  of  the  oven.  We  had 
no  money  to  offer,  and  I  felt,  at  this 
moment,  thg  poffibility  even  of 
committing  murder,  for  a  morfel 
of  bread,  to  fatisfy  the  intolerable 
cravings  of  hunger.  Shuddering, 
with  torment  inexpreflible,  at  the 
thought,  I  haftened  out  of  the  door, 
and  we  walked  on  two  miles  more  to 
Wongrofze. 

Here   I    fold  my   muflcet  for  a 
6  ducat. 
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ducat,  which  had  procured  us  many 
a  meal :  fuch  was  the  extremity  of 
our  diflrefs.  We,  then,  Huiaced  our 
appetites,  after  having  been  forty 
hours  without  food  or  flecp,  and 
having  travelled  ten  miles  in  fleet 
and  fnow. 

March  6.  We  refted,  and  came, 
on  the  7th,  through  Genin,  to  a  viU 
läge  in  the  forefl,  four  miles. 

Here  we  fell  in  with  a  gang  of 
gypfies  [or  rather  banditti]  amount- 
ing to  four  hundred  men,  who 
dragged  me  to  their  camp.  They 
were  moflly  French  and  Pruflian 
deferters,  and,  thinking  me  their 
equal,  would  force  me  to  become 
one  of  their  band.  But,  ventur- 
ing to  tell  my  (lory  to  their  leader, 
he  prefented  me  with  a  crown, 
gave  us  a  fmall  provilion  of 
bread  and  meat,  and  fuffered  us  to 
depart  in  peace,  after  having  been 

four 
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four  and  twenty  hours  in  their  com- 
pany. 

March  9.  We  proceeded  to  La- 
pufchin,  three  miles  and  a  half)  and 
the  loth  to  Thorn,  four  miles. 

A  new  incident  here  happened,  ^ 
which  fhewed  I  was  deftined,  by  for- 
tune, to  a  variety  of  adventures,  and 
continually   to    üruggle   with  new 
difficulties. 

Tehre  was  a  fair  held  at  Thorn 
,on  the  day  of  our  arrival.  Sufpi- 
cions  might  well  arife,  am^ong  the 
crowd,  on  feeing  a  flrong  tall  young 
man,  wretchedly  clothed,  with  a 
large  fabre  by  his  fide,  and  a  pair 
of  piftols  in  his  girdle,  accompanied 
by  another,  as  poorly  apparelled  as 
himfelf,  with  his  hand  and  neck 
bound  up,  and  armed  likewife  with 
piftols,  fo  that,  altogether,  he  more 
refembled  a  fpeitre  than  a  man. 

Wc 
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We  went  into  an  inn,  but  were 
refufed  entertainment:  I  then  afked 
for  the  Jefuits  college,  where  I  in- 
quired for  the  father  redor.  They  fup- 
pofed,  at  firft,  I  was  a  thief,  come  to 
feekan  afylum.  After  long  waiting, 
and  much  intreaty,  his  jcfuitical 
highnefs,  ac  length,  made  his  ap- 
pearance, and  received  me  as  the 
Grand  Mogul  would  his  flave.  My 
cafe,  certainly,  was  pitiable:  I  related 
all  the  events  of  my  life,  and  the 
purport  of  my  journey;  conjur- 
ed him  to  fave  Schell,  who  was 
unable  to  proceed  farther,  and  whofe 
wounds  grew  daily  worfe ;  and  pray- 
ed him  to  entertain  him  at  the  con- 
vent, till  I  fliculd  have  been  to  my 
mother,  have  obtained  money,  and 
returned  to  Thorn,  when  I  would^, 
certainly,  repay  him  whatever  ex- 
pence  he  might  have  been  at,  with 
thanks  and  gratitude. 

Never  (hall  I  forget  the  haughty 

info- 
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inlblence  of  this  prieft.  Scarcely 
would  he  liften  to  my  humble 
requeftj  thou-ed  and  interrupted 
me  continually,  to  tell  me  '^  Be 
*^  brief,  I  have  more  prefTing  affairs 
'^  than  thine.**  In  Rn^^  I  was  turn- 
ed away  without  obtaining  the  leaft 
afilftancc;  and  here  J  was  firft  taught 
jefuitical  pride :  God  help  the  poor 
and  honeft  man  who  fhall  need  the 
afTiftance  of  Jefuits.  They,  like  all 
other  monks,  are  feared  to  every  fen- 
timent  of  human  pity,  and  com- 
miferate  the  diflrelTed  by  taunts  and 
irony, 

Four  times,  in  my  life,  I  have 
fought  afTiftance  and  advice  from 
convents,  and  am  convinced  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  honeft  man  to  aid 
in  erafmg  them  from  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

They  fuccourrafcalsand  murderers, 
that  their  power  may  be  idolized  by 

the 
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the  ignorant. i  and  oflentatioufly  ex- 
ert itfelf  to  impede  the  courfe  of 
law  and  juftice;  but  in  vain  do  the 
poor  and  needy  virtuous  apply  to 
them  for  help. 

The  reader  will  pardon  my  native 
hatred  of  hypocrify  and  falfehood, 
efpecially  when  he  hears  I  have  to 
thank  the  Jefuits  for  the  lofs  of  all 
my  great  Hungarian  eflates.  Father 
ICampmuller,  the  bofom  friend  of 
the  Count  Grallialkowitz,  was  con- 
feflbr  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  and 
there  was  no  pofTible  kind  of  perfe- 
cution  I  did  not  fuffer,  from  priefl- 
craft.  Far  from  being  ufeful  mem- 
bers of  fociety,  they,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  prejudices  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  exift  for  themfelves  alone,  and 
facrifice  every  duty  to  the  fupport 
of  their  own  hierarchy,  and  found 
a  power,  on  error  and  ignorance, 

which 
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which   is  deftruftive  of  all  moral 
virtue. 

Let  us  proceed.  Mournful,  and 
angry,  I  left  the  college,  and  went  to 
my  lodging  houfe,  where  I  found  a 
PrufTian  recruiting  officer,  waiting 
for  me,  who  ufed  all  his  arts  to  en- 
gage me  to  enlifl:;  offering  me  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  to  make  me  a 
corporal,  if  I  could  write.  I  pre- 
tended I  was  a  Livonian,  who  had 
deferted  from  the  Auftrians,  to  re- 
turn home,  and  claim  an  inheritance 
left  me  by  my  father.  After  much 
perfuafion,  he,  at  length,  told  me, 
in  confidence,  it  was  very  well  known 
in  the  town  that  I  was  a  robber; 
that  I  fhould  foon  be  taken  before  a 
magiftrate,  but  that,  if  1  would  enlift, 
he  would  enfure  my  fafety. 

This  language  was  new  to  me;  my 
pafTion  rofe  inflantaneoufly;  I  re- 
membered my  name  was  Trenck. 

I  ftruck 
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I  ftruck  him,  and  drew  my  fword; 
bur,  inflead  of  defending  himfelf,  he 
fprang  out  of  the  cliambcr,  charging 
the  hoft  not  to  let  me  quit  the  houfe. 
I  knew  the  town  of  Thorn  had  agreed 
with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  fccretly,  to 
deliver  up  deferters,  and  began  to 
fear  the  confequences.  Looking 
through  the  window,  1  prefently  faw 
two  under  Pruffian  officers  enter 
the  houfc.  Schell  and  I,  inflantly, , 
flew  to  our  arms^  and  met  the  Pruf- 
fians  at  the  chamber  door.  "  Make 
*^  way,'*  cried  I,  prefenting  my  pif- 
tols.  The  Pruffian  foldiers  drew 
their  fwords,  but  retired  with  fear» 
Going  out  of  the  houfc,  I  faw  a 
Pruffian  lieutenant,  in  the  ftreet,. 
with  the  town  guard.  Thefe  I  over/- 
awed,  likewife,  by  the  fame  means,, 
and  no  one  dürft  oppofe  me,  though 
every  one  cried  "  Stop  thief."  I  came 
fafely,  however,  to  the  Jefuits  con- 
vent,. 
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vent,  but  poor  Schell  was  taken,  and 
dragged  to  prifon  like  a  malefadtor. 

Half  mad,  at  not  being  able  to 
refcue  him,  I  imagined  he  muft  foon 
be  delivered  up  to  the  Pruflians. 
My  reception  was  much  better  at 
the  convent  than  it  had  been  before, 
for  they  no  longer  doubted  but  I 
was  really  a  thief,  who  fought  an  afy- 
lum.  I  addrefled  myfelf  to  one  of 
the  fathers,  who  appeared  to  be  a 
good  kind  of  man^  related  briefly 
what  had  happened,  and  intreated 
he  would  endeavour  to  difcover  why 
they  fought  to  molelt  us. 

He  went  out,  and  returning  in  an 
hour  after,  told  me;  ^^  Nobody 
*'  knows  you :  a  confiderable  theft 
^'  was,  yefterday,  committed  in  the 
"  fair  J  all  fufpicious  perfonsare  feiz- 
"  ed;  you  entered  the  town  accoutred 
"  like  banditti.  The  man  where  you 
*'  put  up  is  employed  as  a  PrufTian 

*'  enlifler. 
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'^  enlirter,  and  has  announced  you 
"  as  fufpicious  people.  The  Priif- 
*'  fian  lieutenant,  thereupon,  laid 
*'  complaint  againft  you,  and  it  was 
*^  thought  necelTary  to  fecure  your 
"  perfons." 

My  joy,  at  hearing  this,  was  great. 
Our  Moravian  pafTport,  and  the 
journal  of  our  route,  which  I  had 
in  my  pocket,  were  full  proofs  of 
our  innocence.  I  requefled  they 
would  fend  and  inquire  at  the  town 
where  we  lay  the  night  before.  I 
foon  convinced  the  Jefuit  I  fpoke 
truth:  he  went,  and  prefently  return- 
ed with  one  of  the  fyndics,  to  whom 
I  gave  a  more  full  account  of  myfelf. 
The  fyndic  examined  Schell,  and 
found  his  (lory  and  mine  agreed ; 
befides  which,  our  papers,  that  they 
had  feized,  declared  who  we  were. 
I  pafTed  the  night  in  the  convent, 

with- 
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without  clofing  my  eyes,  revolving, 
in  my  mind,  all  the  rigours  of  my 
fate.  1  was  flill  more  diflurbed  for 
Schell,  who  knew  not  where  I  was, 
but  remained  firmly  perfuaded,  we 
fhould  be  condudled  to  Berlin;  and, 
if  fo,  determined  to  put  a  period  to 
his  life. 

My  doubts  were  all  ended  at  ten 
in  the  morning,  when  my  good  Je^ 
fuit  arrived,  and  was  followed  by 
my  friend  Schell.  The  judges,  he 
faid,  had  found  us  innocent,  and  de- 
clared us  free  to  go  where  we  pleaf- 
ed;  adding,  however,  that  he  advif- 
ed  us  to  be  upon  our  guard,  we  be- 
ing watched  by  the  Pruffian  en- 
lifters  ;  that  the  lieutenant  had  hoped, 
by  having  us  committed  as  thieves,  to 
oblige  me  to  enter,  and  that  this 
would  account  for  all  that  had  hap- 
pened. 

I  gave  Schell  a  moft  affedlionate 

wel- 
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welcome,  who  had  been  very  ill  tifed, 
when  led  to  prifon,    becaufe  he  en- 
deavoured to   defend    himfelf  with 
his  left  hand,  and  follow  me.     The 
people  had  thrown  mud  at  him,  and 
called  him  arafcal  that  would  foonbe 
hanged.     Schell  was  little   able   to 
travel  further.   The  father  re6lor  fent 
us  a  ducat,  but  did  not  fee  us  3  and 
the  chief  magi  (Irate  gave  each  of  us 
a  crown,  by  way  of  indemnification 
for  falfe  imprifonment.     Thus  fent 
away,  we  returned  to  our  lodging, 
took  our  bundles,  and,  immediately, 
prepared  to  leave  Thorn. 

As  we  went  I  refleded  that,  on 
the  road  to  Elbing,  we  muft  pafs 
through  feveral  Pruflian  villages, 
and  inquired  for  a  lliop  where  we 
might  purchafe  a  map.  We  were 
direded  to  an  old  woman  who  fat  at 
a  door  acrofs  the  way,  and  were  told 
Ihe  had  a  good  aßbrtmenr,  for  that 

her 


C     193     ) 

her  fon  was  a  fcholar,  I  addrefled 
myfelf  to  her,  and  my  queftion  pleaf- 
ed  her,  I  having  added  we  were  un- 
fortunate travellers,  who  wifhed  to 
find,  by  the  map,  the  road  to 
Ruflia. 

She  ihcwcd  us   into  a  chamber, 
laid    an    atlas    on    the   table,     and 
placed  herfelf  oppofite  me,  while  I 
examined  the  map,  and  endeavoured 
to  hide  a  bit  of  a  ragged  ruffle    that 
had   made    its  appearance.      After 
fteadfaftly  looking   at    me,    flie,    at 
length,  exclaimed,   with  a  fad  and 
moiirnful  tone,  ''  Good  God  !   who 
**  knows  what  is  now  become  of  my 
"  poor  fon  !  I  can  fee,  fir,  you  too  arc 
*'  of  a  good  family.     My  fon  would 
*'  go  and  feek  his  fortune,   and,   for 
*^  thefe  eight  years,   have  I  had^o 
"  tidings  of  him.     He  mud,   now, 
"  be    in  the   Auftrian  cavalry."     I 
afked    in    what    regiment. — *'  The 
Vol.  L  K  ''  regi« 
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^f  regiment  of  Hohenhcm ;  you  are 
"  his  very  picture  " — ''  Is  he  not  of 
*'  my  height  ?  "— ''  Yes,  nearly" — 
«  Has  he  not  light  hair  ?"—  "  Yes, 
*'  like  yours,  Sir'* — "  What  is  his 
*'  name  V — *'  His  name  is  Wil- 
'^  liam*' — "  No,  my  dear  mother/* 
cried  I,  "  William  is  not  dead;  he 
*^  was  my  beft  friend  when  I  was 
<«  with  my  regiment." — Here  the 
poor  woman  could  not  contain  her 
joy.  She  threw  herfelf  round  my 
neck,  called  me  her  good  angel  who 
brought  her  ha{:)py  tidings,  afked 
me  a  thoufand  queftions,  which  I, 
cafily,  contrived  to  make  her  anfwer 
herfelf,  and  thus,  forced  by  impe- 
rious neceflity,  bereft  of  all  other 
means,  did  I  ad  the  deceiver. 

The  (lory,  I  made,  was  nearly  as 
follows  :  I  told  her  I  was  a  foldier 
in  the  regiment  of  Hohenhem,  that 
I  had  a  furlow  to  go  and  fee  my  fa- 
ther. 
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ther,  and  that  I  fhonld  return  In  a 
month,  would  then  take  her  letters, 
and  undertake  that,  if  fhe  wifhed  it, 
her  fon  fhould  purchafe  his  difcharge, 
and  once  more  come  and  live  with 
his  mother.  I  added  that  I  fhould 
be  for  ever  and  infinitely  obliged 
to  her,  if  flie  would  fuffer  my  com* 
rade,  mean  time,  to  live  at  her  houfe, 
he  being  wounded  by  the  PrufTian 
recruiters,  and  unable  to  purfue 
his  journey  ;  that  I  would  fend  him 
money  to  come  to  me,  or  would, 
myfelf,  come  back  and  fetch  him, 
thankfully  paying  every  expence. 
She  joyfully  confented,  told  me  her 
fecond  hufband,  father-in-law  to 
her  dear  William,  had  driven  him 
from  home,  that  he  might  give 
what  fubfcance  they  had  to  the 
youQger  fon  ;  and  that  the  eldeft 
had  gone  to  Magdeburg.  She 
determined  Schell  fliould  live  at 
K  2  tLe 
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the  houfe  of  a  friend,  that  her  huf- 
band  might  know  nothing  of  the 
matter  j  and^  not  fatisfied  with  this 
kindnefs,  fhe  made  me  eat  with  her, 
gave  me  a  new  Ihirt,  (lockings,  fuf- 
ficient  provifions  for  three  days, 
and  fix  Lunenburg  florins.  I 
left  Thorn,  and  my  faithful  Schell, 
the  fame  night,  with  the  confolation 
he  was  well  taken  care  of;  and,  hav- 
ing parted  from  him  with  regret, 
went,  on  this  the  13th,  two  miles  far- 
ther to  Burglow. 

I  cannot  defcribe  what  my  fenfa- 
tions  were,  or  the  defpondence  of 
my  mind,  when  I,  thus,  faw  myfelf 
wandering  alone,  and  leaving,  for- 
faking  as  it  were,  the  deareft  of 
friends.  Thefe  may,  certainly,  be 
numbered  among  the  bittereft  mo- 
ments of  my  life.  Often  was  I  rea- 
dy to  return,  and  drag  him  along 
with   me,    though,   at   laft,   reafon 

con- 
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conquered  fenfibility.     I  drew  near 
the  end  of  my  journey,  and  was  im- 
pelled forward  by  hope. 

March  14.  I  went  co  Schweiz, 
and, 

March  15.  To  Neuburg  and 
Mowe.  In  thefe  two  days  I  travel- 
led thirteen  miles.  I  lay  at  Mowe, 
in  fome  ftraw,  among  a  number  of 
carters,  and,  when  I  awoke,  per- 
ceived they  had  taken  my  piftols, 
and  what  little  money  I  had  left, 
even  to  my  lad  penny.  The  gen- 
tlemen, however,  were  all  gone. 

What  could  I  do  ?  The  innkeeper, 
perhaps,  was  privy  to  the  theft. 
My  reckoning  amounted  to  eigh- 
teen Polifh  grofch.  The  furly  land- 
lord pretended  to  believe  I  had  no 
money  when  I  entered  his  houfe, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  give  him  the 
only  fpare  fhirt  I  had,  with  a  filk 
handkerchief,  which  the  good  wo- 
K  3  man. 
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man,  of  Thorn,  had  made  mt  a 
prcfent  of,  and  to  depart  without  a 
fingle  heller. 

March  i6.  I  fet  off  for  Mari- 
cnburg,  but  it  was  impoflible  I 
Ihould  reach  this  place,  and  not  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Pruflians,  if 
I  did  not  crofs  the  Viftula,  and,  un- 
fortunately, I  had  no  money  to  pay 
the  ferry,  which  would  cofl  two  Po- 
3im  fchellings. 

Full  of  anxiety,  not  knowing  how 
to  acl,  I  faw  two  filhermen  in  a  boat, 
went  to  them,  drew  my  fabre,  and 
obliged  them  to  land  me  on  the  other 
fide;  when  there,  I  took  the  oars 
from  thefe  timid  people,  jumped 
out  of  the  boat,  pulhed  it  off  the 
fliore,  and  left  it  to  drive  with  the 
flream. 

To  what  dangers  does  not  pover- 
ty expofe  man  !  Thefe  two  Polifh 
fchellings  were  not  worth  more  than 

half 
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half  a  kreutzer,  or  fome  halfpenny, 
yet  was  I  driven,  by  necefTity,  to 
commit  violence  on  two  poor  men, 
who,  had  they  been  as  defperate  in 
their  defence,  as  I  was  obliged  to 
be  in  my  attack,  blood  muft  have 
been  fpilt,  and  lives  loft  j  hence  it 
is  evident  that  the  degrees  of  guilt 
ought  to  be  flriftly,  and  minutely, 
inquired  into,  and  the  degree  of  pu- 
niihmcnt  proportioned  :  had  I  hewn 
them  down  with  my  fabre,  I  fliould> 
furely,  have  been  a  murderer,  but 
I  Ihould,  likewife,  furely  have  beeti 
one  of  the  moft  innocent  of  mur- 
derers. Thus,  we  fee,  the. value  of 
money  is  not  to  be  eflimated  by 
any  fpecific  fum,  fmall  or  great,  but 
according  to  its  necefTity  and  ufc. 
How  little  did  I  imagine,  when  at 
Berlin,  and  money  was  treated,  by 
me,  with  luxurious  negleft,  I  may 
fay,  with  contempt,  I  fhould  be  dri* 
K  4  ven 
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ven  to  the  hard  necefTity,  for  a  fum 
fo  apparently  defpicable,  of  com- 
mitting a  violence  which  might  have 
had  confequences  fo  dreadful,  and 
have  led  to  the  commifTion  of  an  aä; 
fo  atrocious  ! 

I  found  Saxon  and  Pruflian  re- 
cruiters at  Marienburg,  with  whom, 
having  no  money,  1  ate,  drank,  lif- 
tened  to  their  propofals,  gave  them 
hopes  for  the  morrow,  and  departed 
by  day  break. 

March  17.  To  Elbing,  four 
miles. 

Here  I  met  with  my  former  wor- 
thy tutor,  Brodowfky,  who  was  be- 
come a  captain,  and  auditor  in  the 
Poliih  regiment  of  Golzifch.  He 
met  me  juft  as  I  entered  the  town. 
I  followed,  triumphantly,  to  his 
quarters,  and  here,  at  length,  ended 
the  painful,  long,   and  adventurous 
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journey  I  had  been  obliged  to  per- 
form. 

This  good  and  kind  gentleman, 
after  providing  me  with  immediate 
neceflaries,  wrote  fo  affe6lingly  to 
my  mother  that  Ihe  came  toElbing, 
in  a  week,  and  gave  me  every  aid 
of  which  I  flood  in  need. 

The  pleafiire  I  had  in  meeting,, 
once  more,  this  tender  mother, 
whofe  qualities  of  heart  and  mind 
were  equally  excellent,  was  inex- 
preQible.  She  found  a  certain  mode 
of  conveying  a  letter  to  my  dear 
miRrefs  at  Berlin,  who,  a  fhort  time 
after,  fent  me  a  bill  of  exchange  for 
four  hundred  ducats  upon  Dantzic. 
To  this  my  mother  added  a  thoufand 
rix-dollars,  and  a  diaaiond  crofs 
worth  nearly  half  as  much,  remained 
a  fortnight  with  me,  and  perGiled,  in 
fpite  of  all  remonftrance,  in  advif- 
ing  me  to  go  to  Vienna.  My  de- 
K  5  termination 
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termination  had  been  fixed  for  Pe- 
terfburg ;  all  my  fears  and  appre- 
henfions  being  awakened  at  the 
thought  of  Vienna,  and  which,  in- 
deed, afterwards  became  the  fource 
of  all  my  cruel  fufFerings  and  for- 
rows.  She  would  not  yield  in  opi- 
nion, and  promifed  her  future  afTift- 
ance  only  in  cafe  of  my  obedience  : 
it  was  my  duty  not  to  continue  ob- 
ftinate.  Here  flie  left  me,  and  I 
have  never  feen  her  fince.  She  died 
in  1 75 1,  and  I  have  ever  held  her 
memory  in  veneration.  It  was  a 
happinefs  for  this  afFeÄionate  mo- 
ther that  fhe  did  not  live  to  be  a 
witnefs  of  my  afflidiofiS,  in  the  year 

1754- 

An  adventure,  refembling  that 
of  Jofeph  in  Egypt,  happened  to  me 
in  Elbing.  The  wife  of  the  worthy 
Brodowjfky,  a  woman  of  infinite  per- 
fonal  attradion,  grew  partial  to  me ; 
6  but 
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but  I  dürft  not  a6t  ungratefully  by 
my  benefa6lor.  Never  to  fee  me 
more  was  too  painful  to  her,  and 
Ihe  even  propofed  to  follow  me,  fe- 
cretly,  to  Vienna.  I  felt  the  danger 
of  my  fituation,  and  doubted  whe- 
ther Potiphar's  wife  offered  temp- 
tations fo  ftrong  as  Madam  Bro- 
dowfky,  I  own  I  had  an  affeflion 
for  this  lady,  but  my  pafTions  were 
overawed.  She  preferred  me  to  her 
hufband,  who  was  in  years,  and  very 
ordinary  in  perfon.  Had  I  yielded 
to  the  flighteft  degree  of  guilt, 
that  of  prefent  enjoyment,  a  few 
days  of  pleafure  mull  have  been 
followed  by  years  of  bitter  repent- 
ance. 

Having  once  more  aiTumed  my 
proper  name  and  character,  and 
made  prefents  of  acknowledgment 
to  the  worthy  tutor  of  my  youth,  I 
became  eager  to  return  to  Thorn. 

K  6  How 
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How  great  was  my  joy  at  again 
meeting  my  honed  Schell  !  The 
kind  old  woman  had  treated  him 
like  a  mother.  She  was  furprifed, 
and  half  terrified,  at  feeing  me  enter 
in  an  officer's  uniform,  and  accom- 
panied by  two  fervants.  I  grate- 
fully and  rapturoufly  kifTed  her  hand, 
repaid,  with  thankfulnefs,  every 
expence,  for  Schcll  had  been  nur- 
tured with  truly  maternal  kindnefs, 
told  her  who  I  was,  acknowledged 
the  deceit  I  had  put  upon  her  con- 
cerning her  fon,  but  faithfully  pro- 
mifed  to  give  a  true,  and  not  Edi- 
tious,  account  of  him  immediately 
on  my  arrival  at  Vienna.*     Schell 

was 

*  When  I  came  to  Vienna,  I  took  all  poffi- 
ble  pains  to  inquire  for  this  William,  and 
found,  by  the  commiflary  lift,  that  he  had 
deferted  in  1 744,  had  been  retaken,  and  a£tii- 
aliy  hanged.  For  a  bribe  of  a  few  ducats  I 
procured  a  certificate  of  his  having  died  a 

natural 
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was  ready  in  three  days,  and  we  left 
Thorn,  came  to  Warfaw,  and  pafied 
thence,  through  Crakow,  to  Vienna. 

I  inquired  for  Captain  Capi,  at 
Bilitz,  who  had  before  given  rae  fo 
kind  a  reception,  and  refufed  me 
fatisfadion  i  but  he  was  gone,  and  I 
did  not  meet  with  him  till  fome  years 
after,  when  the  cunning  Italian  made 
me  the  mod  humble  apologies  for  his 
condudt.     So  goes  the  world  ! 

My  journey  from  Dantzic  to 
Vienna  would  not  furnifh  me  with 
an  interefting  page,  though  my 
travels  on  foot  thither  would  have 

natural  death,  which  I  fent  to  the  good 
woman,  with  a  letter  of  thanks  and  confola- 
tion.  Perhaps  the  poor  William,  who  was 
heir  to  twenty  thoufand  florins,  unable  to 
procure  a  furlow,  had  deferted,  and  was  exe- 
cuted as  a  malefador.  To  how  many  reflec- 
tions [on  arbitrary  power,  {landing  armies, 
and  military  law]  do  incidents  like  thefe  give 
bh-th ! 

afforded 
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afforded  thrice  as  much  as  I  have 
written,  had  I  not  been  fearful  of 
trifling  with  the  reader's  patience. 

In  poverty  one  misfortune  fol- 
lows another.  The  foot-paflenger 
fees  the  world,  becomes  acquainted 
with  it,  converfes  with  men  of  every 
clafs.  The  lord  luxurioufly  lolls 
and  flumbers  in  his  carriage,  while 
his  fervants  pay  inn-keepers  and 
poflillions,  and  pafles  rapidly  over 
a  kingdom,  in  which  he  fees  fome 
dozen  houfes,  called  inns  j  and  this 
he  calls  travelling.  I  met  with 
more  adventures  in  this  my  journey 
of  169  miles,  than,  afterwards,  in 
almoft  as  many  thoufand,  when  tra- 
velling, at  eafe,  in  a  carriage. 

Here,  then,  ends  my  journal,  in 
which,  from  the  hardfhips  therein 
related,  and  numerous  others  omit- 
ted, I  feem  a  kind  of  fecond  Ro- 
binfon   Crufoe,    and   to  have  been 

pre- 
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prepared,  by  a  gradual  increafe  and 
repetition   of  fufferings,   to  endure 
the  load   of  afflidlion   which  I  was, 
afterward,  deftined  to  bear. 

Arrived  at  Vienna  in  themonth 
of  April,    1747. 

And  now  another  aft  of  the  tra- 
gedy is  going  to  begin. 

After  having  defrayed  the  ex- 
pences  of  travelling  for  me  and  my 
friend  Schell,  for  whofe  remarkable 
hiflory  I  will  endeavour  to  find  a 
few  pages  in  my  third  volume,  I 
divided  the  three  hundred  ducats 
which  remained  with  him,  and,  hav- 
ing flaid  a  month  at  Vienna,  he 
went  to  join  the  regiment  of  Palla- 
vlcini,  in  which  he  had  obtained  a 
lieutenant-colonel's  commiflion,  and 
which  was  then  in  Italy. 

Here'  I  found  my  coufin  Baron 
Francis  Trenck,  the  famous  parti- 
fan  and  colonel  of  pandours,  impri- 
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foned  at  the  Arfenal,   and  involved 
in  a  nnolt  perplexing  profecution. 

This  Trenck  was  my  father's 
brother's  fon.  His  father  had  been 
a  colonel  and  governor  of  Leitfchaii, 
and  had  poircfled  confiderable  lord- 
ships in  Sclavonia,  thofe  of  Plcter- 
nitz,  Preftowacz  and  Pakratz.  Af- 
ter the  fiege  of  Vienna,  in  1683, 
he  had  left  the  Pruffian  fcrvice  for 
that  of  Aufbria,  in  which  he  re- 
mained.fixty  years. 

That  I  may  not,  here,  interrupt" 
my  ftory,  1  fhall  give  fome  account 
of  the  life  of  my  coufin  Baron 
Francis  'i  renck,  fo  renowned  in  the 
war  of  1 74 1,  in  the  third  volume, 
and  who  fell,  at  lafl,  the  fhameful 
facrifice  of  envy  and  avarice,  and 
received  the  reward  of  all  his  great 
and  faithful  fervices  in  the  prifon  of 
the  Spielberg. 

The  vindication  of  the  family,  of 

the 
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the  Trencks  requires  I  fliould  fpeak 
of  him;  nor  will  I,  in  this,  fufFer 
reftrainc,  from  the  fear  of  any  man, 
however  powerful,  Thofe,  indeed, 
who  facrificed  a  man  moft  ardent  in 
his  country's  fervice  to  their  own 
private  and  felfifh  views,  are  now  in 
their  graves. 

I  fhall  infert  no  more  of  his 
hiftory  here  than  what  is  interwoven 
with  my  own,  and  relate  the  reft  in 
its  proper  place. 

A  revifion  of  his  fuit  was,  at  this 
time,  inftituted.  Scarcely  was  I 
arrived  in  Vienna  before  his  confi- 
dential agent,  M.  Leber,  prefented 
me  to  Prince  Charles  and  the  Em- 
peror: both  knew  the  fervices  of 
Trenck,  and  the  malice  of  his  ene- 
mies; therefore,  permilTion  for  me 
to  vifit  him  in  his  prifon,  and  pro- 
cure him  fuch  afTiftance  as  he 
might  need,   were  readily  granted, 

Oa 
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On  my  fecond  audience,  the  Em- 
peror fpoke  fo  much  in  my  perfe- 
cuted  coufin^s  favour  that  I  became 
highly  interefted:  he  commanded 
me  to  have  rccourfc  to  him  on  al* 
occafions;  and,  moreover,  owned 
the  prefident  of  the  council  of  war 
was  a  man  of  a  very  wicked  charac- 
ter, and  a  declared  enemy  of  Trenck. 
This  .prefident  was  the  Count  of 
Lowenwalde,  who,  with  his  aflb- 
ciates,  had  been,  purpofely,  feledled 
as  men  proper  to  opprefs  the  beft  of 
fubjeds.  The  fuit  foon  took  ano- 
ther face  j  the  good  Emprefs  Queen, 
who  had  been  deceived,  was  foon 
better  informed,  and  Trenck's  inno- 
cence appeared,  on  the  revifion  of 
the  proccfs,  mod  evidently.  The 
trial,  which  had  coll  them  twenty- 
feven  thoufand  florins,  and  the  fen- 
tence,  which  followed,  were  proved 
to  have  been  partial  andunjuil;  and 
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that  fixteen  of  Trenck's  officers, 
who,  mod  of  them,  had  been  broken 
for  different  offences,  had  perjured 
themfelves  to  infure  his  deftru6tion. 

It  is  a  moft  remarkable  circum- 
ftance  that  public  notice  was  given, 
in  the  Vienna  Gazette,  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport. 

All  thqfe  who  have  any  complaints 
to  make  againfl  T!rencky  let  them  appear^ 
and  they  Jhall  receive  a  ducat  per  day^ 
fo  long  as  the  profecution  continues. 

It  will  readily  be  imagined  how 
fafl  his  accufers  would  increafe,  and 
what  kind  of  people  they  were. 
The  pay  of  thefe  witnefTes,  alone, 
amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  florins. 
I  now  began  to  labour  in  concur- 
rence with  Doäior  Gerhauer,  and 
the  caufe  foon  took  another  turn ; 
but,  fuch  was  the  flate  of  things, 
it  would  have  been  neceflary  to  have 
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broken  all  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil of  war,  as  well  as  counfellor  We- 
ber, a  man  of  great  power.  Thus, 
unfortunately,  politics  began  to  in- 
terfere with  the  courfe  of  juftice. 

The  Emprefs  Queen  gave  Trenck 
to  underftand  flie  required  he  (hould  _ 
afk  her  pardon  ;  and,  on  that  con- 
dition, all  proceedings  fliould  be 
flopped,  and  he,  immediately,  fet  at 
liberty.  Prince  Charles,  who  knew 
the  court  of  Vienna,  advifed  me, 
alfo,  to  perfuade  my  coufin  to  com- 
ply, but  nothing  could  fhake  his 
refolution.  Feeling  his  right  and 
innocence,  he  demanded  flrid:  juf- 
tice; and  this  made  ruin  more  fwift. 

I,  foon,  learned  Trenck  mufl  fall 
a  facrifice — he  was  rich — his  ene- 
mies, already,  had  divided  among 
them  m»ore  than  eight  thoufand 
florins  of  his  property,  which  was 
ali  fequedered,  and  in  their  hands. 

They 
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They  had  treated  him  too  cruelly, 
and  knew  him  too  well,  not  to  dread 
his  vengeance  the  moment  he  fliould 
recover  his  freedom. 

I  was  moved,  to  the  foul,  at  his 
fufferings,  and,  as  he  had  vented 
public  threats,  at  the  profpedb  of 
approaching  vidtory  over  his  ene- 
mies, they  gained  over  the  Court 
Confeflbr  j  and,  dreading  him  as 
they  did,  put  every  wily  art  in  prac- 
tice to  infure  his  deftrudlion.  I, 
therefore,  in  the  fulnefs  of  my  heart, 
made  him  the  brotherly  propofition 
of  efcaping,  and,  having  obtained 
his  liberty,  to  prove  his  innocence 
to  the  Emprefs  Queen.  I  told  him 
my  plan,  which  might,  eafily,  have 
been  put  in  execution,  and  which  he 
feemed  perfectly  decided  to  follow. 

Some  days  after  I  was  ordered  to 
wait  on  field-marihal  Count  König- 
feck,   governor   of   Vienna.      This 
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refpeflable  old  gentleman,  whofennc- 
mory  I  fliall  ever  revere,  behaved  to 
me  like  a  father,  and  the  friend  of 
humanity,  advifed  me  to  abandon 
my  coufin,  who,  he  gave  me  clearly 
to  underftand,  had  betrayed  me,  by 
having  revealed  my  propofed  plan  of 
efcape,  willing  to  facrifice  me  to 
his  ambition,  in  order  to  juftify  the 
purity  of  his  intentions  to  the  courr, 
and  fhow  that,  inflead  of  wifliing  to 
efcape,   he  only  defired  juftice. 

Confounded  at  the  cowardly  ac- 
tion of  one  for  whom  I  would,  wil- 
lingly, have  facrificed  my  life,  and 
whom  I  only  fought  to  deliver,  I 
refolved  to  leave  him  to  his  fate,  and 
thought  myfelf  exceedingly  happy 
that  the  worthy  field -marihal  would, 
after  a  fatherly  admonition,  fmothcr 
all  farther  inquiry  into  this  afi^air. 

I  related  this  black  trait  of  in- 
gratitude to  Prince  Charles,  of  Lor- 
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i-aine,  who  prevailed  on  me  to  again 
fee  my  coufin,  without  letting  him 
know  I  knew  what  had  pafled,  and, 
flill,  to  render  him  every  fervice  in 
my  power. 

Before  I  proceed  I  will,  here, 
give  the  reader  a  portrait  of  this 
Trenck. 

He  was  a  man  of  fuperior  talents 
and  unbounded  ambition  ;  devoted, 
even  fanatically,  to  his  fovereignj 
his  boldnefs  approached  temerity ; 
he  was  artful  of  mind,  wicked  of 
heart,  vindictive  and  unfeeling.  His 
cupidity  equalled  the  utmoft  excefs 
of  avarice,  even  in  his  thirty-third 
year,  in  which  he  died.  He  was 
too  proud  to  receive  favours  or  ob- 
ligations from  any  man,  and  was 
capable  of  ridding  himfelf  of  his 
bed  friend,  if  he  thought  he  had 
any  claims  on  his  gratitude,  or 
could  get  pofleflion  of  his  fortune. 

He 
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He   knew   I    had   rendered   him 
very   important   fervices,    fuppofed 
his  caufe  already  won,  having  bribed 
the  judges,  who  were  to  revife  the 
fentence,  with  thirty   thoufand  flo- 
rins, which  money  I  received  from 
his  friend  Baron  Loprefti,  and  con- 
veyed   to   thefe  honeft  counfellors# 
I  knew  all  his  fecrets,   and  nothing 
more  was  neceflary   to  prompt  his 
fufpicious  and  bad  heart  to  feek  my 
deftruftion. 

Scarcely  had  a  fortnight  elapfed, 
after  his  having  firfl  betrayed  me, 
before  the  following  remarkable 
event  happened. 

I  left  him  one  evening  to  return 
home,  taking,  under  my  coat,  a  bag 
with  papers  and  documents  relating" 
to  the  profecution,  which  I  had  been 
examining  for  him,  and  tranfcrib- 
ing.  There  were,  at  this  time,  about 
five  and  twenty  officers,  in  Vienna, 
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who  had  laid  complaints  againfl 
Jiim,  and  who  confidercd  me  as  their 
greateil  enemy,  bccaufe  I  had  la- 
boured, earneftly,  in  his  defence. 
1  was,  therefore,  obliged,  on  allocca- 
fions,  to  be  upon  my  guard.  A  re- 
port had  been  propagated,  through 
Vienna,  that  I  was  fecretly  fent,  by 
the  King  of  PrufTia,  to  free  my 
coufin  from  imprifonment:  he,  how- 
ever, conllantly,  denied,  to  the  hour 
of  his  death,  his  ever  having  writ- 
ten to  me  at  Berlin:  hence,  alfo,  ic 
will  follow,  the  letter  I  received 
had  bten  forged  by  Jafchlnfl^y. 

Leaving  the  Arfenal,  I  crolTed 
the  court,  and  perceived  I  was  clofe- 
]y  followed  by  two  men  in  grey 
roquelaures;  who,  prefTing  upon  my 
heels,  held  loud  and  infolenc  con- 
verfation  concerning  the  run-av;ay 
PrulTian  Trcnck.  I  found  thev 
fought  a  quarrel,  which  was  a  ilun^y 
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of  no  great  difficulty  at  that  mo- 
ment ',  for  a  man  is  never  mprc 
difpofed  to  duelling  than  when  he 
has  nothing  to  lofc,  and  is  difcon- 
tented  with  his  condition.  I  fup- 
pofcd  they  were  two  of  the  accufing 
officers  broken  by  Trenck,  and  en- 
deavoured to  avoid  them,  and  gain 
the  Jew's  place. 

Scarcely  had  I  turned  down  the 
ftrect  that  leads  thither  before  they 
quickened  their  pace.  I  turned 
round,  and,  in  a  moment,  received 
a  thrufl,  with  a  fword,  in  the  left 
fide,  where  I  had  put  my  bag  of 
papers,  which  accident,  alone,  faved 
my  life :  the  fword  pierced  through 
the  papers,  and,  (lightly,  grazed  the 
fkin.  1,  inflantly,  drew,  and  the 
heroes  ran.  I  purfued,  one  of  them 
tripped  and  fell.  I  feized  him;  the 
guard  came  up :  he  declared  he  was 
an  officer  of  the  regiment  of  Kol- 
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lov/rat,  fliewed  his  uniform,  was  re- 
leafed,  and  I  was  taken  to  prifon. 
The  Town  Major  came  the  nexc 
day,  and  told  me  I  had,  intention- 
ally, fought  a  quarrel  with  two  offi- 
cers. Lieutenants  F — g  and  K — n. 
Thefe  kind  gentlemen  did  not  reveal 
their  humane  intention  of  fending 
me  to  the  other  world. 

I  was  alone,  could  produce  no 
witnefs,  they  were  two.  I  muf^, 
neceflarily,  be  in  the  wrong,  and  I 
remained  fix  days  in  prifon.  No 
fooner  was  I  releafed  than  thefe  my 
good  friends  fent  to  demand  fatis- 
fadlion  for  the  faid  pretended  infult. 
'  The  propofal  was  accepted,  and  I 
promifed  to  be  at  the  Scotch  gate, 
the  place  appointed  by  them,  with- 
in an  hour.  Having  heard  their 
names,  I,  prefently,  knew  them  to 
be  two  famous  fwaggerers,  v/Iio  were, 
daily,  exercißng  themfclves  in  fenc- 
L   2  ing 
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ing  at  the  Arfenal,  and  where  they, 
often,  vifited  Trenck.  I  went  to 
my  coufin  to  afk  his  afliftance,  re- 
lated what  had  happened,  and,  as 
the  confequences  of  this  duel  might 
be  very  ferious,  defired  him  to  give 
me  a  hundred  ducats,  that  I  might 
be  able  to  fly,  if  either  of  theni 
fhould  fall. 

Hitherto  I  had  expended  my  own 
money  on  his  account,  and  had 
aflced  no  reimburfemenc ;  but  what 
was  my  aftonifhment  when  this 
wicked  man  faid  to  me,  with  a  fncer, 
*'  Since,  good  coufin,  you  have  got 
*^  into  a  quarrel  without  confulting 
*'  me,  you  will,  alfo,  get  out  of  it 
"  without  my  aid?*  As  I  left  him, 
he  called  me  back  to  tell  me,  "  I  will 
*'  take  care  and  pay  your  under- 
"  taker  i"  for  he,  certainly,  believed 
I  fhould  never  return  alive. 

1  ran,    now,    half  defpairing,    to 
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Baron  Loprefti,  who  gave  me  fifty 
ducats  and  a  pair  of  pidols,  provided 
with  which  I  cheerfully  repaired  to 
the  field  of  battle. 

Here  I  found  half,  a  dozen  ofR- 
cers  of  the  garrifon.  As  I  had  few 
acquaintances  in  Vienna,  I  had  no 
fecond,  except  an  old  Spanifh  in- 
valid captain,  named  Pereyra,  who 
met  me  going  in  all  hade,  and,  hav- 
ing learned  whither,  would  not 
leave  me. 

Lieutenant  K — n  was  the  firfl: 
with  whom  I  fought,  and  who  re- 
ceived fatisfadion  by  a  deep  wound 
in  the  right  arm.  Hereupon,  I  de- 
fired  the  fpe(5lators  to  prevent  far- 
ther mifchief ;  for  my  own  part,  I 
had  nothing  more  to  demand.  Lieu- 
tenant F — g  next  entered  the  lifts, 
with  threats,  which  were  foon  qui- 
eted by  a  lunge  in  the  belly.  Here- 
upon Lieutenant  M — f,  fecond  to 
L  3  the 
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the  nrfl  wounded  man,  told  me  very 
angrily — **  Had  I  been  your  man, 
*'  you  would  have  found  a  very  dif- 
*'  ferent  reception."  My  old  Spa- 
niard of  eighty,  proudly,  and  im- 
rr.ediately,  advanced,  with  his  long 
whifkers  and  tottering  frame,  and 
cried — "  Hold  ! — Trenck  has  prov- 
*'  ed  himfelf  a  brave  fellow,  and 
**  if  any  man  thinks  proper  to  af- 
''  fault  him  further,  he  muft  firil 
*^  take  a  breathing  with  me."  Every 
body  laughed  at  this  bravado,  from 
a  man  who  fcarcely  could  ftand, 
or  hold  a  fword.  I  replied — "  Friend, 
^'  I  am  fafe,  unhurt,  and  want  not 
"  aid :  fhould  I  be  difabled,  you 
*^  then,  if  you  think  proper,  may 
"  take  my  place  ;  but,  as  long  as  I 
"  can  hold  a  fword,  I  fhall  take 
"  pleafure  in  fatisfying  all  thefe 
^*  gentlemen,  one  after  another.'* 
I  would  have  relied  myfelf  a  mo- 
6  ment. 
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ment,  but  the  haugluy  M — f,  en- 
raged at  the  defeat  of  his  friend, 
would  not  give  me  time,  but  fu- 
rioufly  attacked  me,  and,  having 
wounded  him  twice,  once  in  the 
hand,  and  again  in  the  groin,  he 
wanted  to  clofe,  and  fink  me  to  the 
grave  with  himfelf,  but  I  difarmed 
and  threw  him. 

None  of  the  others  had  any  defire 
to  renew  the  conteft.  My  three 
enemies  were  fent  bleeding  to 
town;  and,  as  M—f  appeared  to  be 
mortally  wounded,  and  the  Jefuits 
and  Capuchins  of  Vienna  refufed 
mean  afylum,  I  fled  to  the  convent 
at  Keltenberg. 

I  wrote,  from  the  convent,  to  Co- 
lonel Baron  Loprefti,  who  came  to 
me.  I  told  him  all  that  had  pafled, 
and,  by  his  good  offices,  had  liberty, 
in  a  week,  to  appear,  once  more,  at 
Vienna. 

L4  The 
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The  blooH  of  Lieutenant  F — g 
was  in  a  corrupt  (late,  and  his  wound, 
though  not  in  itfelfd-ingerous,  made 
his  life  doubtful.  He  fent  to  entreat 
I  would  vifit  him,  and,  when  I  went, 
having  firft  requefted  I  would  par- 
don him,  gave  me  to  underftand  I 
ought  to  beware  of  my  coufin.  I 
afterwards  learned  the  traiterous 
Trenck  had  promifcd  Lieutenant 
F— g  a  company,  and  a  thoufand 
ducats,  if  he  could  find  means  to 
quarrel  with  me,  and  rid  the  world 
of  me.  He  was  deeply  in  debt, 
and  fought  the  afiiftance  of  Lieute- 
nant K — n ;  and,  had  not  the  pa- 
pers luckily  preferved  me,  I  had, 
undoubtedly,  been  difpatched  by 
his  firft  lunge.  To  clear  themfelves 
of  the  infamy  of  fuch  an  ad:,  thefe 
two  worthy  gentlemen  had  pretend- 
ed   I   had    aflaulted    them   in   the 
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I  could  no  more  refolve  to  fee 
my  ungrateful  and  dangerous  kinf- 
man,  who  wiflied  to  have  me  mur- 
dered becaufe  I  knew  all  his  fecrets, 
and  thought  he  fhould  be  able  to 
gain  his  caufe  without  obligation 
to  me,  or  my  afliflance.  Notwith- 
fbanding  all  his  great  qualities,  his 
marking  chara6teriflic,  certainly, 
was  that  of  facrificing  every  thing 
to  his  private  views,  and,  efpecially, 
to  his  covetoufnefs,  which  was-  fo 
great  that,  even  at  his  time  of  life, 
though  his  fortune  amounted  to  a 
million  and  a  half,  he  did  not  fpend, 
per  day,  more  than  thirty  Kreut- 
zers. 

No  fooner  was  it  known  that  I 
had  forfaken  Trenck  than  General 
Count  Lowenwalde,  his  mofl  ardent 
enemy,  and  prefident  of  the  firft 
council  of  war,  by  which  he  had 
been  condemned,  deßred  to  fpeak, 
L  5  to 
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to  me,  promifed  every  fort  of  good 
fortune  and  proteclion,  if  I  would 
difcover  what  means  had,  fecretly, 
been  employed  in  the  revifion  of 
the  procefs;  and  went  fo  far  as  to 
offer  me  four  thouland  florins  if  I 
would  aid  a  profecution  againfl  my 
coufin.  Here  I  learned  the  in- 
fluence of  villains  in  power,  and  the 
injuftice  of  judges  at  Vienna. 
The  propofal  I  rejected  with  dif- 
dain,  and  rather  determined  to  feek 
my  fortune  in  the  Eaft  Indies  than 
continue  in  a  country  where,  under 
the  beft  of  queens,  the  mod  loyal 
of  fubjedls,  and  firfl  of  foldiers, 
might  be  rendered  miferable  by  in- 
terefled,  angry,  and  corrupt  cour- 
tiers. Certain  it  is,  as  I  now  can 
prove,  that  Trenck,  though  the 
bitterefl:  of  my  enemies,  and  whofe 
conduct  towards  me  merited  my 
whole  refentment,  was  the  beft  fol- 
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dier  in  the  Auftrian  army,  had  been 
liberal  of  his  blood  and  fortune  in 
the  imperial  fervice,  and  would  dill 
fo  have  continued,  had  not  his  wealth, 
and  his  contempt  for  Weber  and 
Lowenwalde,  put  him  in  the  power 
of  thofe  wretches  who  were  the 
avowed  enemies  of  courage  and  pa- 
triotifm,  and  who  only  can  main- 
tain their  authority,  and  fate  their 
third  of  gain,  by  the  bafe  and 
wicked  arts  of  courts.  Had  my 
coufin  fhared  the  plunder  of  the 
war  among  thefe  men,  he  had  not 
fallen  the  martyr  of  their  intrigues, 
and  died  in  the  Spielberg.  His 
accufers  were,  generally,  unprin- 
cipled men,  of  ruined  fortunes;  and 
fo  infußicient  were  their  accufa- 
tions  that  a  ufeful  member  of  fo- 
ciety  ought  not,  for  any,  or  all,  of 
them  to  have  fuffered  an  hour's 
imprifonment.  Being  fully  inform- 
L6  edi. 
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cd,  both  of  all  the  circumftanccs 
of  the  profecution,  and  the  inmofl 
fecrets  of  his  heart,  juftice  requires 
I  fhould,  thus  publicly,  declare  this 
truth,  and  vindicate  his  memory. 
While  living  he  was  my  bittereft 
enemy,  and,  even  though  dead,  was 
the  caufe  of  all  my  future  fufFer- 
ings ;  therefore,  the  account  I  fliall 
give  of  him,  in  the  third  volume, 
xi'iWy  certainly,  be  the  lefs  liable  to 
fufpicion,  where  1  (hall  Ihew  that 
he,  as  well  as  myfelf,  deferved  bet- 
ter of  Auftria. 

I  was  refolved  for  ever  to  forfake 
Vienna,  The  friends  of  Trenck 
all  became  diftruftful  of  him,  be- 
laufe o^his  ingratitude  to  me.  Prince 
Charles  üill  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
me  to  a  reconciliation,  and  gave  me 
a  letter  of  recommendation  to  Ge- 
neral Brown,  who  then  commanded 
the  Imperial  army  in  Italy.     But, 
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more  defirous  of  going  to  India,.  I 
left  Vienna  in  Augull,  174S,  de- 
firous of  owing  no  obligation  to  that 
city  or  its  inhabitants,  and  went  for 
Holland,  Mean  time,  the  enenaies 
of  Trenck  found  no  one  to  oppofe 
their  iniquitous  proceedings,  and  ob- 
tained a  fentence  of  imprifonment, 
in  the  Spielberg,  where  he,  too 
late,  repented  having  betrayed  his 
faithful  advifer,  and  prudent  friend. 
I  pitied  him,  and  his  judges  certain- 
ly deferved  the  punilhment  they  rn- 
flided  :  yet,  to  his  lall  moments,  he 
fliewed  his  hatred  towards  me  was 
rooted,  and,  even  in  the  grave> 
ftrove,  by  his  will,  to  involve  me 
in  misfortune,  as  will  hereafter  be 
feen. 

I  fled  from  Vienna,  would  to  God 
it  had  been  for  ever  j  but  fate,  hy 
ftrange  ways,  and  unknown  means, 
brought  me  back  where  Providence 
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thought  proper  I  Ihould  become  a 
veflel  of  wrath  and  perfecution  :  I 
was  to  enad  my  part  in  Europe,  and 
not  in  Afia.  At  Nuremberg  I  met 
with  a  body  of  Ruffians,  command- 
ed by  General  Lieuvven,  my  mo- 
ther's relation,  who  were  marching 
to  the  Netherlands,  and  were  the 
peace -makers  of  Europe.  Major 
Bufchkow,  whom  I  had  known 
when  RulTian  refident  at  Vienna, 
prevailed  on  me  to  vifit  him,  anü 
prefented  me  to  the  General.  I 
pleafed  him,  and  may  fay,  with  truth, 
he  behaved  to  me  like  a  friend  and  a 
father.  He  advifed  me  to  enter  into 
the  Ruffian  fervice,  and  gave  me  a 
company  of  dragoons,  in  the  regi- 
ment of  Tobolllci,  on  condition  1 
fhould  not  leave  him,  but  employ 
myfelf  in  his  cabinet ;  and  his  con- 
fidence and  efleem  for  me  were  un- 
bounded. 

Peace 
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Peace  followed ;  the  army  return- 
ed to  Moravia,  without  firing  a 
mufket,  and  the  head  quarters  were 
fixed  at  Profnitz. 

In  this  town  a  public  entertain- 
ment was  given,  by  General  Lieu- 
wen,  on  the  coronation  day  of  the 
Emprefß  Elizabeth  j  and  here  an  ad- 
venture happened  to  me,  which  I 
fhall  ever  remember,  as  a  warning 
to  myfelf,  and  infert  as  a  memento 
to  others. 

The  army  phyfician,  on  this  day, 
kept  a  Faro  bank,  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  guefts.  My  flock  of 
money  confifled  of  two  and  twenty 
ducats.  Thirfl  of  gain,  or,  perhaps, 
example,  induced  me  to  venture  two 
of  thefe,  which  I  immediately  lofl, 
and,  very  foon,  by  venturing  agair* 
to  regain  them,  the  whole  two  and 
twenty.  Chagrined  at  my  folly,  I 
returned  home :  I  had  nothing  but  a 

pair 
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pair  of  piflols  left,  for  which,  be- 
caufc  of  their  workmanfhip,  General 
Woyekow  had  offered  me  twenty 
ducats.  Thefe  I  took,  intending, 
by  their  aid,  to  attempt  to  retrieve 
my  lofs.  Firing  of  guns  and  piftols 
was  heard  throughout  the  town,  be- 
caufe  of  the  feflival,  and  I,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  reft,  went  to  the  win- 
dow, and  fired  mine.  After  a  few 
difcharges,  one  of  my  piftols  burft, 
and  endangered  my  own  hand,  and 
wounded  my  fervant.  I  felt  a  mo- 
mentary defpondency,  ftronger  than 
I  ever  remembered  to  have  experi- 
enced before;  infomuch  that  I  was 
half  induced,  with  the  remaining 
piftol,  to  (hoot  myfclf  through  the 
head.  I,  however,  recovered  my 
fpirits,  afked  my  fervant  what  money 
he  had,  and  received  from  him  three 
ducats.  With  thefe  I  repaired,  like 
a  defperate  gamefter>  once  more  to 

the 
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the  Faro  table,  at  the  General's, 
again  began  to  play,  and,  fo  extraor- 
dinary was  my  run  of  luck,  I  won  at 
every  venture.  Having  recovered 
my  principal,  I  played  on  upon  my 
winnings,  till,  atlafl,  Ihad  abfolutely 
broken  the  Do6lor's  bank  ;  a  new 
bank  was  fet  up,  and  I  won  the  greateft 
part  of  this  likewife,  fo  that  I  brought 
home  about  fix  hundred  ducats. 

Rejoiced  at  my  good  fortune,  but 
recolledting  my  danger,  I  had  the 
prudence  to  make  a  folemn  refolu- 
tion  never  more  to  play  at  any  game 
of  chance,  to  which  I  have  ever 
ftridly  adhered. 

It  were. to  be  wiflied  young  men 
would  refledl  upon  the  effedis  of 
gaming,  remembering  that  the  love 
of  play  has  made  the  mod  promifing, 
and  virtuous,  miferable ;  the  honcft, 
knaves;  and  the  fincere,  deceivers 
and  liars.     OiRcers,  having  firft  loft 

all 


(     234     ) 

all  their  own  money,  being  inlruft- 
ed  with  the  foldiers'  pay,  have  next 
lofl  that  alfo;  and  thus  been  cafhier- 
ed,  and  eternally  di (graced.  I  might, 
at  Profnitz,  have  been  equally  rafh 
and  culpable.  The  firfl  venture, 
whether  the  gamefter  winrs  or  lofes, 
enfures  a  fecond  j  and,  v^ith  that,  too 
often  deflrudlion.  My  good  fortune 
was  almoft  miraculous,  and  my  fub- 
fequent  refolution  very  uncommon  ; 
and  I  intreat  and  conjure  my  chil- 
dren, when  I  fliall  no  longer  be  liv- 
ing to  advife  and  watch  for  thei4r 
welfare,  moft  determinedly  to  avoid 
play.  I  feemed  preferved  by  Pro- 
vidence from  this  evil  but  to  endure 
much  greater. 

General  Lieuwen,  my  kind  patron, 
fent  me,  from  Krakow,  to  conduct 
a  hundred  and  forty  fick  men  down 
the  Viftula  to  Dantzic,  where  therd 
were  Ruffian  veiTels  to  receive  and 

tranfport  them  to  Riga. 

I  re- 
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I  requeued  permiflion  of  the  Ge- 
neral to  proceed  forward  and  vifit 
my  mother  and  filler,  whom  I  was 
very  defirous  to  fee:  at  Elbing, 
therefore,  I  rengned  the  command 
to  Lieutenant  Platen,  and,  attended 
by  a  fervant,  rode  to  the  bifhopric 
of  Ermeland,  where  I  had  appointed 
an  interview  with  them  in  a  frontier 
village. 

Here  an  incident  happened  that 
had  nearly  coft  me  my  life.  The 
Pruflians,  fome  days  bcforo,  had 
carried  off  a  peafant's  fon,  from 
this  village,  as  a  recruit.  The  peo- 
ple were  all  in  commotion,  I  wore 
fpatterdafhes,  and  the  blue  horfe  uni- 
form of  Ruflia.  They  took  me  for  a 
Pruflian,  at  the  door,  and  fell  upoti 
me  with  every  kind  of  weapon.  A 
chafleur,  who  happened  to  be  there, 
and  the  landlord,  came  to  my  affift- 
ance,  while  I,  battling  with  the  pea« 

fants. 
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fants,  had  thrown  two  of  them  down.^ 
I  was  delivered,  but  not  till  I  had 
received,  among  others,  two  violent 
bruiles,  one  on  the  left  arm,  and 
another  which  broke  the  bridge  of 
my  npfe.  The  landlord  advifed  me 
to  cfcape  as  faft  as  pofTible,  or,  that 
the  village  would  rife  and  certainly 
murder  me;  my  fervant,  therefore, 
who  had  retired,  for  defence,  with  a 
pair  of  piflols,  into  the  bakehoufe, 
got  ready  the  horfes,  and  we  rode  off, 
I  had  my  bruifes  dreffed  at  the 
next  village;  my  hand  and  eyes  were 
exceedingly  fwelled,  but  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  ride  two  miles  farther,  to  the 
town  of  Reffel,  before  I  could  find 
an  able  furgeon,  and  here  I  fo  far 
recovered,  in  a  week,  that  I  was  able 
to  return  to  Dantzic.  My  brother 
vifited  me,  while  at  RefTel,  but  my 
good  mother  had  the  misfortune,  as 
jflie  was  coming  to  me,  to  be  thrown 

out 
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out  of  her  carriage,  by  which  her 
arm  was  broken,  fo  that  Ihe  and  my 
Mer  were  obliged  to  return,  and  I 
never  faw  her  more. 

I  was  now  at  Dantzic,  with  my 
fick  convoy,  where  another  moft  re- 
narkable  event  happened,  which  I, 
vith  good  reafon,  fhall  ever  re- 
nember. 

I  became  acquainted  with  a  Pruf- 
ian  officer,  whofe  name  I  fhall  con- 
eal,  out  of  rerpe(fl  to  his  very  wor- 
hy  family ;  he  vifited  me  daily,  and 
^e  often  rode  out  together  in  the 
eighbourhood  of  Dantzic. 

My  faithful  fervant  became  ac- 
uainted  with  his,  and  my  aftonifh- 
lent  was  indeed  great  when  he, 
le  day,  faid  to  me,  with  anxiety. 
Beware,   Sir,  of  a  fnare  laid   for 

you  by  Lieutenant  N .  •  he 

means  to  entice  you  out  of  town, 
and  deliver  you   up  to  the  Piuf- 

"  fians.^* 
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*^  fians.**  I  afked  him  where  he 
learned  this :  "  From  the  lieute- 
*^  nant*sferv^ant,"anfweredhe,  "who 
*^  is  my  friend,  and  wifhes  to  fave 
"  me  from  misfortune." 

I,  now,  with  the  aid  of  a  couple 
of  ducats,  difcovercd  the  whole  af- 
fair 5  and  learned,  it  was  agreed,  be- 
tween the  PrufTian  refident,  Reimer, 
and  the  lieutenant,  that   the  latter 
ihould  ehtice   me  into  the  fuburb 
of  Langfuhr,   where  there  was  an 
inn  on  the  PrufTian  territories :  here 
eight  recruiting  under-officers  were 
to    wait  concealed,    and  feize  mC; 
the  moment  I   entered   the   houfe 
hurry  me  into  a  carriage,  and  driv< 
away  for  Lauenberg  in  Pomerania 
Two  under-officers  were  toefcortme 
on  horfebaclc,  as  far  as  the  frontiers 
and  the  remainder  to  hold,  and  prej 
vent  me  from  calling  for  help,  fo  Ion 
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as  we  fhould  remain  on  the  territo- 
ries of  Dantzic. 

I  farther  learned,  my  enemies 
were  only  to  be  armed  with  fabres  ; 
and  that  they  were  to  wait  behind 
the  door.  The  two  officers,  on  horfe- 
back,  were  to  fecure  my  fervant,  and 
prevent  him  from  riding  off  and 
raifing  an  alarm. 

Thefe  preparations  might  eafily 
have  been  rendered  fruitlefs,  by  my 
refufing  to  accept  the  propofal  of  the 
Lieutenant:  but  vanity  gave  me 
other  advice ;  and  refentment  made 
me  defirous  of  avenging  myfelf  for 
fuch  deteftable  treachery. 

Lieutenant  N came,    about 

noon,  to  dine  with  me  as  ufual ;  was 
more  penHve  and  ferious  than  i  had 
ever  obferved  him  before,  and  left 
me,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  after 
having  made  me  promife  to  ride 
early  next  day  with    him  as  far  as 

Lang- 
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Langfuhr.  I  obferved  my  confent 
gave  him  great  pleafure,  and  my 
heart  then  pronounced  fentence  on- 
the  traitor.  The  moment  he  had 
left  me  I  went  to  the  Rufllan  refi- 
dent,  M.  Scheerer,  an  honeft  Swifs, 
related  the  whole  confpiracy,  and 
afked  whether  I  might  not  take  fix 
of  the  men  under  my  command  for 
my  own  perfonal  defence  :  I  told 
him  my  plan,  which  he,  at  firft,  op- 
pofed,  but,  feeing  me  obflinate,  he 
anfwcred,  atlafl,  *^  Do  as  you  pleafej 
"  I  mufl  know  nothing  of  the  mat- 
"  ter,  nor  will  I  make  myfelf  re- 
<'  fponfible." 

1  immediately  joined  my  foldiers, 
feleded  fix  men,  and  took  them, 
while  it  was  dark,  oppofite  the 
PrufiTian  inn,  hid  them  in  the  corn, 
with  an  order  to  run  to  my  hefp, 
with  their  firelocks  loaded,  the 
firft  difcharge   they  fliould  hear,   to 

fcize 


(       241       ) 

-feize  all  who  fhould  fall  into  their 
power,  and  only  to  fire  in  cafe  of 
refiflance.  I  provided  them  with 
fire  arms,  by  concealing  them  in  the 
carriage  wliich  broug+it  them  to  their 
•hiding  phce. 

Nocwithftanding  all  thefe  precau- 
tions, I  flill  thought  it  necelTary  to 
prevent  furprife,  by  informing  my- 
felf  what  were  the  proceedings  of 
my  enemies,  left  rny  intelligence 
fhould  have  been  falfcj  and  I  learn- 
ed from  my  fpies  that,  at  four  in 
the  morning,  the  Prufiian  refidenr, 
Reimer,  had  left  the  city  with  poft- 
horfes. 

I  loaded  mine  and  my  fervanc*s. 
horfe  and  pocket  piftols,  prepared 
my  Turkifli  fabre,  and,  in  gratitude 
to  the  lieutenant's  man,  promifcd 
to  take  him  into  my  fervice,  being 
convinced  of  his  honefly. 

Vol.  I.  M  Th- 
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The  lieutenant  cheerfully  en- 
tered, about  fix  in  the  morning, 
expatiated  on  the  finenefs  of  the 
weather,  and  jocofely  told  me  I 
fhould  be  very  kindly  received  by 
the  handfome  landlady  of  Langführ. 

I  was  foon  ready  -,  we  mounted, 
and  left  the  town,  attended  by  our 
fervants.  Some  thr^e  hundred  paces 
vfrom  the  inn,  my  worthy  friend  pro- 
pofed  that  we  (hould  alight,  and 
let  our  fervants  lead  the  horfes, 
that  we  might  enjoy  the  beauty  of 
the  morning;  I  confented;  and, hav- 
ing difmounted,  obferved  his  trea- 
cherous eyes  fparkle  with  pleafure. 

The  refident,  Reimer,  was  at  the 
window  of  the  inn,  and  called  out, 
as  foon  as  he  faw  me,  "  Good-mor- 
"  row,  captain,  good-morrowj  come, 
^*  come  in,  your  breakfafl:  is  wait- 
<*  ing."  I,  fneering,  fmiled,  and  told 
him    I  had  not   time,    at  prefent. 

So 
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So  faying,  I  continued  my  walk, 
but  nciy  companion  would  abfolutely 
force  me  to  enter,  took  me  by  the 
arm,  and  partly  (Iruggled  with  me, 
on  which,  lofing  all  patience,  I  gave 
him  a  blow,  which  almoft  knocked 
him  down,  and  ran  to  my  horfes,  as 
if  I  meant  to  fly. 

The  Pruflians,  indarttly,  rufhed 
from  behind  their  door,  with  cla- 
mour, to  attack  me.  I  fired  at  the 
firft;  my  Ruffians  fprang  from  their 
hiding  place^  prefented  their  pieces, 
and  called,  Stuyy  ßuy^yehionnamat. 

The  terror  of  the  poor  Pruflians 
may  well  be  fuppofed.  Ail  began 
to  run.  I  had  taken  care  to  make 
fure  of  my  lieutenant,  and  was, 
next,  running  to  feize  the  refidenr, 
but  he  had  efcaped  out  of  the 
back  door,  with  the  lofs  only  of 
his  white  periwig.  The  RufTiansi 
had  taken  four  prifoners,  and  I  coni- 
M  2  manded 
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manded  them  to  beftow  fifty  ftrokcs 
upon  each  of  them,  in  the  open 
ftreet.  An  enfign,  named  Cafleburg, 
having  told  me  his  name,  and  that 
he  had  been  my  brother's  fchool- 
fellow,  begged  remiflion^and  excufed 
himfelf,  on  the  neceflity  which  he 
was  under  to  obey  his  fuperiors.  I  ad- 
mitted his  excufes,  and  fufFered  him 
to  go.  I  then  drew  my  fword,  and 
bade  the  lieutenant  defend  himfelf; 
but  he  was  fo  confufed  that,  after 
drawing  his  fword,  he  allied  my 
pardon,  laid  the  whole  blame  upon 
the  refident,  and  had  not  the  power 
to  put  himfelf  upon  his  guard.  I, 
twice,  jerked  his  fword  out  of  his 
hand,  and,  at  laft,  taking  the  Ruffian 
corporal's  cane,  I  exhaufted  my 
llrength  with  beating  him,  without 
his  offering  the  leaft  refiftance.  Such 
is  themeannefs  ofdetefted  treachery. 

I  left 
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I  left  him,  kneeling,  faying  to  hiaij 
^^  Go,  rafcal !  now,  and  tell  your  com- 
''  rades  the  nnanner  in  which  Trenck 
*^  punifhes  robbers  on  the  highway." 

The  people  had  alTembled  round 
us,  during  the  aftion,  to  whom  I  re- 
lated the  affair,  and,  the  attack  hav- 
ing happened  on  the  territories  of 
Dantzic,  the  Pruffians  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  ftoned  by  the  popu- 
lace. I,  and  my  Rufrian3,  marched 
olF  vidlorious,  proceeded  to  the  har- 
bour, embarked,  and,  three  or  four 
days  after,  fet  fail  for  Riga. 

It  is  remarkable  that  none  of  the 
public  papers  took  any  notice  of  this 
affair  j  no  fatisfa6lion  was  required. 
The  Prufiians,  no  doubt,  were 
afhamed  of  being  defeated  in  an 
attempt  fo  perfidious. 

I,  fince,   have  learned  that  Fre- 
deric, no  doubt,  by  the  falfe  repre- 
fentations   of  Reimer,    was    highly 
M  3  irritated. 
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irritated,  and  what  afterwards  hap- 
pened proves  his  anger  purfued  me 
through  every  corner  of  the  earth, 
till,  at  laft,  I  fell  into  his  power 
at  Dantzic,  and  fufFered  a  martyr- 
dom mod  unmerited  and  unexam- 
pled. 

The  Prufllan  envoy,  Goltz,  in- 
deed, made  complaints  to  Count 
Beftiichef,  concerning  this  Dantzic 
flcirmifh,  but  received  no  fatisfac- 
tion.  My  condudt  was  juftified  in 
Ruffia,  I  having  defended  myfeif 
againft  aflaffins,  as  a  Rufiian  captain 
ought. 

Some  difpafllonate  readers  may 
blame  me  for  not  having  avoided 
this  rencontre,  and  demanded  per- 
fortal  fatisfadlion  of  Lieutenant  N — . 
But  I  have,  through  life,  rather 
fought  than  avoided  danger.  My 
vanity  and  revenge  were,  both, 
roufed.     I  was,  every  where,  perfe- 

cuted 
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en  ted   by   the   Pruflians,    and   was', 
therefore,  determined  to  fhow  that, 
far   from   fearing,     I    was    able   to 
defend  myfelf. 

I  hired  the  fervant  of  the  lieu- 
tenant, whom  I  found  honed  and 
faithful,  and  whom  I,  comfortably, 
fettled  in  marriage,  at  Vienna,  in 
1753.  After  my  ten  years  impri- 
fonment,  I  found  him  poor,  and 
again  took  him  into  my  fervice,  in 
which  he  died,  at  Zwerbach,  in  1779. 

And  now  behold  me  at  fea,  on 
my  voyage  to  Riga.  I  had  eaten 
heartily  before  I  went  on  board :  a 
ftorm  came  on,  I  worked  half  the 
night,  to  aid  the  crew,  but,  at  length, 
became  fea-fick,  and  went  to  lie 
down.  Scarcely  had  I  clofed  my 
eyes  before  the  mafter  came  with 
the  joyful  tidings,  as  he  thought, 
that  we  were  running  for  the  port 
of  Pillau.  Far  from  pleafing,  this, 
M  4  to 
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to  me,  ^vas  dreadful  intelligence* 
I  ran  on  deck,  faw  the  harbour 
right  before  me,  and  a  pilot  coming 
ofF.  The  iea  muil,  now,  be  either 
kept  in  a  dorm,  or  I  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  Prufliansj  for  I  was 
known  to  the  whole  garrifon  of 
Piliau. 

I  defired  the  captain  to  tack  about 
and  keep  the  fea,  but  he  would  not 
liften  to  me.  Perceiving  this,  I 
flew  to  my  cabin,  fnatched  my  pif- 
tols,  returned,  feized  the  helm,  and 
threatened  the  captain  with  inftant 
death,  if  he  did  not  obey»  My 
Ruffians  began  to  murmur;  they 
were  averfe  to  encountering  the 
dangers  of  the  florm,  but,  luckily, 
they  were  ftill  more  averfe  to  meet 
my  anger,  overawed,  as  they  were, 
by  my  piflols,  and  m^y  two  fervants, 
who  flood  by  me  faithfully. 

Halfan  hour  after  the  dorm  be- 
gan 
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gan  to  fubfide,  and  wc,  fortunately, 
arrived,  the  next  day,  in  the  harbour 
of.  Riga.      The    captain,   however, 
could  not  be  appeafed,  but  accufed 
me  before  the  old  and  honourable 
Marlhall    Lacy,    then   governor  of 
Riga.     I  was  obliged  to  appear,  and 
replied  to  the  charge  by  relating  the 
truth.     The  governor  anfwered,  my 
obftinacy  might  have  occafioned  the 
death  of  a  hundred  and  fixty  perfons. 
I,  fmiling,  retorted,  ^^  I  have  brought 
*'  them  all  fafe  to  port,v  pleafe  your 
"  Excellency  ;  and,  for  my  part,  my 
*'  face  would  liave  been  much  more 
"  merciful,  by  falling  into  the  hands 
*^  of  my  God,  than  into  the  hands  of 
"  my  enemies.      My  danger  was  {o 
"  great  that  I  forgot  the  danger  of 
"others;    befides,  fir,  I  knew   my 
<'  comrades  were  foldiers,  and  fear- 
"  ed  death  as  little  as  I  do."     My 
anfwer  pleafed  the  fine  grey-headed 
M  5  gene- 
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general,  and  he  gave  nne  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  chancellor  Bef- 
tuchef  at  Mofcow. 

General  Lieuwen  had  marched, 
from  Moravia,  for  Rufria>  with  the 
army,  and  was  then  at  Riga.  I 
went  to  pay  him  my  refpedts ;  he 
kindly  received  me,  and  took  me  to 
one  of  his  feats,  named  Annaburg, 
four  miles  from  Riga.  Here  I  re- 
mained fome  days,  and  he  gave  me 
every  recommendation  to  Mofcow, 
where  the  court  then  was.  It  was 
intended  I  fhould  Endeavour  to  ob- 
tain a  company  in  the  regiment  of 
cuirafliers,  the  captains  of  which 
then  ranked  as  majors,  and  he  ad-' 
vifed  me  to  throw  up  my  commiflion 
in  the  Siberian  regiment  of  Tobolfki 
dragoons.  Peace  be  to  the  manes 
and  the  memory  of  this  worthy  man  ! 
May  God   reward  his  benevolence  ! 

From  Riga  I  departed,  in  com- 
pany 
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pany  with  M.  Oettinger,  lieutenant 
colonel  of  engineers,  and  Lieutenant 
Weifmann,  for  Mofcow.  This  is 
the  fame  Weifmann  who  rendered 
fo  many  important  fervices  to  Ruf- 
fia,  during  the  laft  war  with  the 
Turks.    - 

On  my  arrival,  after  delivering  in 
my  letters  of  recommendation,  I 
was  particularly  well  received  by 
Count  Beftuchef.  Oettinger,  whofe 
friendfhip  I  had  gained,  was  exceed- 
ingly intimate  with  the  chancellor, 
and  my  intereft  was  thereby  pro- 
moted. 

I  had  not  been  long  at  Mofcow 
before  I  met  Count  Hamilton,  my 
former  friend  during  my  abode  at 
Vienna.  He  was  captain  of  cavalry, 
ifn  the  regiment  of  General  Bernes, 
who  had  been  fent  as  imperial  am- 
bafiador  to  RufTia. 

Bernes  had  been  ambiflador  at 
M  6  Berlin, 
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Berlin,  in  i743>  where  he  had,  con- 
fequently,  known  me  during  the 
height  of  my  favour  at  the  court  of 
Frederic.  Hamilton  prefented  me  to 
him,  and  I  had  the  good  fortune  fo 
far  to  gain  his  friendfhip,  that,  after 
a  few  vifits,  he  endeavoured  to  de- 
tach mq  from  the  Ruffian  fervice, 
offering  me  the  ftrongeft  recom- 
mendations to  Vienna,  and  a  com- 
pany in  his  own  regiment.  My 
coufin's  misfortunes,  however,  had 
left  too  deep  an  impreflion  upon 
my  memory,  for  me  to  follow  his 
advice.  The  Indies  would  then 
have  been  preferred  by  me  to  Auf- 
tria. 

Bernes  invited  me  to  dine  with 
him,  in  company  with  his  bofom 
friend.  Lord  Hyndford,  the  Englifli 
ambaflador.  How  great  was  the 
pleafure  I  that  day  received  !  This 
eminent  ftatefman  had   known  me 

at 
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at  Berlin,  and  was  prefent  when  Fre-^ 
deric  had  honoured  me,  with .  fay- 
ing, Ceft  un  matador  de  ma  jeunejfe. 
He  was  well  read  in  men,  conceived 
a  good  opinion  of  my  abilities,  and 
became  a  friend  and  father  to  me. 
He  feated  me  by  his  fide  at  table, 
and  afked  me,  "  Why  came  you 
^' here,  Trenck?"— "In  fearch  of 
*'  bread  and  honour,  my  Lord,"- 
anfwered  I,  "having  unmeritedly 
*'  loft  them  both  in  my  own  coun- 
"  try."  He  farther  inquired  the 
Hate  of  my  finances :  I  told  him 
my  whole  ftore  might  be  fome  thirty 
ducats. 

"  Take  my  counfel,"  faid  he  i  ^^  you 
"  have  the  necefTary  qualifications 
«'  to  fucceed  in  Ruflia,  but  the  peo- 
*^  pie  here  defpife  poverty,  judge 
^'  from  the  exteriour  only,  and  do 
^*  not  include  fervices,  or  talents, 
"  in  the  cftimatei  you  muft  have  the 

y  appear- 
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*^  appearance  of  being  wealthy.  I, 
**  andBernes,  will  introduce  you  into 
"  the  bcft  families,  and  will  fup- 
*'  ply  you  with  the  necefTary  means 
"  of  fupport.  Splendid  liveries, 
**  led  horfes,  diamond  rings,*  deep 
"  play,  a  bold  front,  undaunted  free- 
"  dorn  with  Itatefmcn  and  gcllant- 
"  ry  among  the  ladies,  r:c  the  means 
*'  by  which  foreigner:  mull  make 
**  their  way  in  this  country.  Avail 
"  yourfelf  of  them,  and  leave  the 
"  reft  to  us."  This  leflbn  laft- 
ed  fome  time.  Bernes  entered  in 
the  interim,  and  they  determined, 
mutually,  to  contribute  towards  my 
promotion. 

Few  of  the  young  men  who  feek 
their  fortune  in  foreign  countries, 
meet  incidents  fo  favourable.  For- 
tune, for  a  moment,  feemed  willing 
to  recompenfe  my  paft  fufFerings, 
and  again  to  raife  me  to  the  height 

from 
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from  which  I  had  fallen.  Thefe 
ambafladorsi  here  again,  by  accident 
inet,  had  before  been  witnelTes  of 
my  profperity  when  at  Berlin.  The 
talents  I  poflefTed,  and  the  favour 
I  then  enjoyed,  attradled  the  notice 
of  all  foreign  minifters.  They  were 
bofom  friends,  equally  well  read  in 
the  human  heart,  and  equally  bene- 
volent and  noble-minded  :  their 
recommendation  at  court  was  de- 
cifive  5  the  nations  they  reprefented 
were  in  alliance  with  Rufiia,  and 
the  confidence  Befluchef  placed  in 
them  was  unbounded. 

I  was  now  introduced  into  all 
companies,  not  as  a  foreigner  who 
came  to  intreat  employment,  but 
as  the  heir  of  the  houfe  of  Trenck, 
and  its  rich  Hungarian  poflefTions, 
and  as  the  former  favorite  of  the 
PruQian  monarch. 

1  was  alfo  admitted  to  the  fociety 

of 
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of  the  firfl  literati,  and  wrote  a  poem 
on  the  anniverfary  of  the  coronation 
of  the  Emprefs  Klizabeth.  Hynd- 
ford  took  care  fhe  Ihould  fee  it,  and, 
in  conjundiion  with  the  chancellor, 
prefented  me  to  the  fovereign.  My 
reception  was  moft  gracious  5  Ihe 
herfeif  recommended  me  to  the  chan- 
cellor, and  prefented  me  with  a  gold- 
hilted  fword,  worth  a  thoufand  ru- 
bles. This  raifcd  me  highly  in  the 
cfteem  of  all  the  houfes  of  the  Beftu- 
chef  party. 

Manners  w^ere,  at  that  time,  fo 
rude  in  RufTia,  that  every  foreign- 
er, who  gave  a  dinner,  or  a  ball, 
muft  fend  notice  to  the  chancellor 
Befluchef,  that  he  might  return  a  lift 
of  the  guefls  allowed  to  be  invited, 
Fadlion  governed  every  thing,  and, 
wherever  Beftuchef  was,  no  friend 
of  Woronzow  dürft  appear.  I  was 
the  intimate  of  the  Auftrian  and 
6  E'^S* 
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Englifli  ambalTadors  J.  confequently, 
v/as  carefled  and  eileemed  in  all 
connpanles.  I,  foon,  became  the 
favourite  of  the  chancellor's  lady, 
as  I  fhall,  hereafter,  notice;  and 
nothing  more  was  wanting  to  obtain 
all  I  could  wifh.* 

I  was  well  acquainted  with  archi- 
tedlural  defign,  had  free  accefs  to  the 
houfe  and  cabinet  of  the  chancellor, 
where  I  drew  in  company  with  Co» 
lonel  Oettinger,  who  was,  then,  the 
head  archited:  of  Rypia?  -and  made 
the  perfpeclive  v^  of  the  new 
palace,  which  the  chancellor  in- 
tended  to   build   at    Mofcow,     by 

*  Books,  anecdotes,  private  fcandal,  all  in- 
form us  that  the  Chefterfield  fyflem,  far  from 
being  fuppofed  depraved,  is  held  honourable, 
and  its  p\ipils  boaft  of  their  exploits  in  all 
foreign  countries.  We  fay  foreign,  for  we 
have  an  ardent  hope  England  is,  Hill,  an  ex- 
ception.   T. 

which 
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\^hich  I  acquired  univerfal   honour. 
Ihad  gained  more  acquaintance  in, 
and    knowledge   of,    Ruflia   in  one 
month,     than  others,   wanting    my 
^^means,  have  done  in  twelve. 

As  I  was,  one  day,  relating  my 
progrefs  to  Lord  Hyndford,  he,  like 
a  friend,  grown  grey  in  courts, 
kindly  took  the  parental  trouble  tO' 
advife  me.  From  him  1  obtained 
a  perfedt  knowledge  of  Ruflia  :  he 
was  acquainted  with  all  the  intrigues 
of  European  courts,  their  families, 
party  cabals j  the  foibles  of  the  mo- 
narchs,  the  principles  of  their  go- 
vernment, the  plans  of  the  great 
Peter,  and  had,  alfo,  made  the  peace 
of  Brefiaw,  Thus,  having  been  the 
confidential  friend  of  Frederic,  he 
was  intimately  acquainted  with  his 
heart,  as  well  as  the  fources  of  his 
power.  Hyndford  was  penetrating, 
noble  minded,  had  the  greatnefs  of 

the 
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the  Briton,  without  his  haughtinefs, 
and  the  principles,  by  which  he 
combined  the  paft,  the  prefent,  and 
the  future,  were  fo  clear,  that  I,  his 
Icholar,  by  adhering  to  thcnn,  have 
been  enabled  to  foretell  all  the  moll: 
remarkable  revolutions  that  have 
happened,  during  the  fpace  of  fix 
and  thirty  years,  in  Europe.  By 
thefe  I  knew,  when  any  minifter  was 
difgraced,  who  fliould  be  his  fuccef- 
for.  I,  daily,  pafled  fome  hours 
improving  by  his  kind  converfation, 
and  to  him  am  I  indebted  for  moft 
of  that  knowledge  of  the  world 
I  happen  to  pofTefs. 
.  He  took  various  opportunities  of 
cautio'ning  me  againfl  the  efFeds  of 
an  ardent,  fanguine  temper,  and  my 
hatred  of  arbitrary  power ;  warned 
me  to  beware  of  the  determined 
perfecution  of  Frederic,  of  his  irre- 
concileable  anger,  his  intrigues  and 

influ- 
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influence  in  the  various  courts  of 
Europe,  which  he  would,  certainly, 
exert  to  prevent  my  promotion, 
left  I  fhould  impede  his  own  pro- 
jedls,  and  lamented  my  future  fuf- 
ferings  which  he  plainly  forefaw. 
"  Defpots,'*  faid  he,  *'  always  are 
"  fufpicious,  and  abhor  thofe  who 
"  have  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  owa 
"  worth,  of  the  rights  of  mankind». 
*'^nd  hold  the  lafh  of.:fl|veryiin 
"  deteftation.  The  enlightened  are, 
"  by  them,  called  reftlefs  fpirits,. 
^^  turbulent  and  dangerous  ;  and 
**  virtue,  there,  where  virtue  is  un- 
"  neceffary  for  the  humbling  and 
*^  trampling  upon  the  fuffering  fub- 
^' je6t,  is  accounted  a  crime,  of  all 
*^  others,  the  moft  to  be  dreaded." 

Hyndford  taught  me  to  know, 
and  highly  to  value,  freedom,  to 
defpife  tyrants,  to  endure  the  worit 
of  miferiesj  to  emulate  true  great- 

nefs 


(       26l       ) 

jfiefs  of  mind,  to  defpife  danger,  and 
to  honour  only  thofe  whofe  eleva- 
tion of  foul  had  taught  thcnn  equally 
to  oppofe  bigotry  and  defpotifnFi. 

Bernes  was  a  philofopher,  but, 
with  the  penetration  of  an  Italian, 
more  cautious  than  Hyndford,  yet 
equally  honed  and  worthy.  His 
friendfhip,  for  me,  was  unbounded, 
and  the  tinae  pafled  in  their  Com- 
pany w-as  efleemed,  by  me,  mod 
.precious.  The  liberality  of  my  {en- 
timents,  third  after  knowledge  and 
fcientific  acquirements,  gained  their 
favour :  our  topics  of  converfation 
were  inexhaudible;  and  I  acquired 
more  real  information  at  Mofcow 
than  at  Berlin,  under  the  tuition  of 
LaMetri,  Maupertuis,  and  Voltaire. 

Scarcely  had  I  been  fix  weeks  in 
this  city  before  I  had  an  adventure 
which  I  (hall,  here,  relate  j  for,  myfelf 
excepted,  all  the  perfons  concerned 

in 
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in  it  are,  now,  dead.  Intrigues,  pro- 
perly, belong  to  novels.  This  book 
is  intended  for  a  more  ferious  pur- 
pofe,  and  they  are,  therefore,  here, 
ufually,  fupprefled.  It  cannot  be 
fuppofed  I  was  a  woman-hater. 
Mod  of  the  good  or  bad  fortune 
I  experienced  originated  in  love. 
I  was  not,  by  nature,  inconftant,  and 
was  incapable  of  deceit,  even  in 
amours.  In  the  very  ardour  of 
youth  I  always  fhunned  mere  fenfual 
pleafures.  I  loved  for  more  exalted 
reafons,  and,  for  fuch,  fought  to  be 
beloved  again.  Love  and  friend- 
fhip  were,  with  me,  always,  united; 
and  thefe  I  was  capable  of  inciting, 
maintaining,  and  deferving.  The 
moil  difficult  of  accefs,  theiioblell 
and  the  faired,  were,  ever,  my 
choice;  and  my  veneration  for  thefe, 
always,  deterred  me  from  groffer 
gratifications.      By    woman    I    was 

formed ; 
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formed;  by  the  faith  of  woman 
fupported  under  misfortunes;  in  th« 
company  of  woman  enjoyed  the  few 
hours  of  delight  my  life  of  forrows 
has  experienced.  Woman,  beauti- 
ful and  well  inilrudled,  even  now, 
lightens  the  burthen  of  age,  the 
world's  tedioufaefs,  and  its  woes.; 
and,  «vhen.thefe  are  ended,  I  would 
rather  wilh  my  eyes  might  be  clofed 
by  fair  and  virgin  hands,  than,  when 
expiring,  fixed  on  a  hypocritical 
.priell. 

My  adventures  with  women  would 
amply  furnifh  a  romance  :  but 
enough  of  this.  I  fhould  not  relate 
the  prefent,  were  it  not  neceiTary  to 
my  ftory.* 

Dining, 

*  It  would  be  unpardonable  not  to  warn 

the  youthful  reader  of  the  mixture  of  good 

^nd  bad  morality  in  what  the  Baron  has  here, 

and  in  various  other  places,  been  pleafed  to 

fay 
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Dining,  one  public  day,  with 
Lord  Hyndford,  I  was  feated  befide 
a  charming  young  lady  of  one  of 
the  bell  families  in  RufTia,  who  had 
been  promifed  in  marriage,  though 
only  feventeen,  to  an  old  invalid 
minifler.  Her  eyes,  foon,  told  me 
fhe'  thought  me  preferable  to  her 
intended  bridegroom.  I  und^rftood 
them,  lamented  her  hard  fate,  and 
was  furprifed  to  hear  her  exclaim, 
*'  Oh  Heavens  !  that  it  were  pofli- 
**  ble  you  could  deliver  me  from 
*^  my  misfortune:  I  would  engage  to 
"  do  whatever  you  would  dired/* 
The  imprefTion  fuch  an  appeal 
rnuft  make  on  a  man  of  four  and 
twenty,  of  a  temperament  like  mine, 
may  eafily  be  fuppofed.     The  lady 

fay  concerning  love ;  or,  rather,  as  he  too 
often  and  too  evidently  means,  the  worfl  part 
of  love,  gallantry.     T. 

was 


(    265    ) 

was  ravifiiingly  beautiful ;  her  foul 
was  candour  itfelf,  and  her  rank  that 
of  aprincefsj  but  the  court  com- 
mands had,  already,  been  given  in 
favour  of  the  marriage;  and  flight, 
with  all  its  infeparable  dangers, 
was  the  only  expedient,  A  public 
table  was  no  place  for  long  explana- 
tions. Our  hearts  were,  already, 
one.  I  requefted  an  interview,  and 
the  next  day  was  appointed,  the 
place  the  Trotzer  garden,  where  I 
pafled  three  rapturous  hours  in  her 
company;  thanks  to  her  woman, 
who  was  a  Georgian. 

To  efcape,  however,  from  Mof- 
cow  was  impoiTible.  The  diilance 
thence,  to  any  foreign  country, 
was  too  great.  The  court  was  not 
to  remove  to  Peter/burg  till  the 
next  fpring,  and  her  marriage  was 
fixed  for  the  firft  of  Auguft.  The 
misfortune  was  not  to  be  remedied, 
•    Vol.  I.  N  and 


I 


(     266     ) 

and  nothing  was  left  us  but  patience 
perforce.  Wc  could  only  refolve 
to  fly  from  PeterA)urg,  when  there, 
the  foonefl  pofllble,  and  to  take 
refuge  in  fome  corner  of  the  earth, 
where  we  might  remain  unknown 
of  all.  The  marriage,  therefore, 
was  celebrated  with  pomp,  though 
I,  in  defpite  of  forms,  was  the  true 
hufband  of  the  princefs.  Such  was 
the  ftate  of  the  hufband  impofed 
upon  her  that,  to  defcribe  it,  and 
not  give  difguft,  were  impofTible. 

The  princefs  gave  me  her  jewels, 
and  feveral  thoufand  rubles,  which 
fhe  had  received  as  a  nuptial  pre- 
fent,  that  1  might  purchafe  every 
thing  neceffary  for  flight:  my  evil 
defliny,  however,  had  otherwife  de- 
termined. I  was  playing  at  ombre 
with  her,  one  night,  at  the  houfe  of 
the  Countefs  of  Beftuchef,  when  fhe 
xomplained  of  a  violent  head- ach, 

appointed 
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appointed  me  to  meet  her,  on  the 
morrow,  in  the  Trotzer  gardens, 
clafped  my  hand  with  inexpreflible 
emotion^  and  departed.  Alas!  I  never 
beheld  her  more,  till  ftretched  upon 
her  bier  ! 

She  grew  delirious,  that  very 
night,  and  fo  continued  till  her 
death,  which  happened  on  the  fixth 
day,  when  the  fmall  pox  began  to  ap- 
pear. Amidit  her  diflradion,  fhe  had 
difcovered  our  love,  and  inceflantly 
called  on  me  to  deliver  her  from  her 
tyrant.  Thus,  in  the  flower  of  her 
age,  periilied  one  of  the  moft  lovely 
women  I  ever  knew,  and  with  her 
fled  all  I  held  mod  dear. 

All  my  plans  were  now  to  be  new 
■arranged.  Lord  Hyndford,  alone, 
was  in  the  fecret,  for  I  had  no  fecrets 
for  him:  he  ilrcngthened  me  in  my 
firft  refolutlon,  and  owned  that  he 
himfelf,  for  fuch  a  miftrefs,  might, 
N  2  per- 
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perliaps,  have  been  weak  enough  to 
have  a61ed  as  I  had  done.  Almoft 
as  much  moved  as  myfelf,  he  fym- 
pathized  with  me  like  a  friend,  and 
his  advice  deterred  me  from  ending 
my  miferies,  and  defcending  with  her, 
whom  I  had  loved  and  loft,  to  the 
grave.  This  was  the  fevered  trial  I 
had  ever  felt.  Our  afFccflion  was 
unbounded,  and  fuch  only  as  noble 
hearts  can  feel.  She  being  gone, 
the  whole  world  became  a  defert. 
There  is  not  a  man  on  earth,  whofe 
life  affords  more  various  turns  of 
fate  than  mine.  Swiftly  raifed  to 
the  higheft  pinnacle  of  hope,  as  fud- 
denly  was  I  caft  headlong  down,  and 
fo  remarkable  were  thefe  revolu- 
tions that  he,  who  has  read  my 
hiftory,  will  at  lafl  find  it  difficult 
to  fay  whether  he  envies  or  pities 
me  mofl.  And,  yet,  thefe  were, 
in  reality,  but   preparatory  to  the 

evils 
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evils  that  hovered  over  my  devoted 
head.  Had  not  the  remembrance 
of  pad  joys  foothed  and  fupported 
me,  under  my  fufFerings,  I,  cer- 
tainly, fhould  not  have  endured  the 
ten  years  torture  of  the  Magdeburg 
dungeon,  with  a  fortitude  that  might 
have  been  worthy  even  of  Socrates. 

Enough  of  this.  My  blood  again 
courfes  fwifter  through  my  veins  as 
I  write  !  Reft,  gentle  maiden,  noble 
and  lovely  as  thou  wert !  For  thee, 
ought  Heaven  to  have  united  a  form 
fo  fair,  animated  as  it  was  by  a  foul 
fo  pure,  to  ever-blooming  youth  and 
fmmortality. 

My  love  for  this  lady  became 
well  known  in  Mofcow ;  yet  her 
corpulent  overgrown  hufband  had 
not  underftanding  enough  to  fup- 
pofe  there  was  any  meaning  in  her 
rhapfodies  during  her  delirium. 

N  3  Her 
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Her  gifts  to  me  amounted,  in  va- 
lue, to  about  feven  thoufand  ducats. 
Lord  Hyndford,  and  Count  Bernes, 
both  adjudged  them  legally  mine, 
and  well  am  I  afluied  her  heart  had 
bequeathed  me  much  more. 

To  this  event  fucceeded  another, 
by  which  my  fortune  was  greatly 
influenced.  The  Countefs  of  Bef- 
tuchef  was  then  the  mofl  ami- 
able and  witty  wom^n  aC  cpurt» 
Her  hufband,  cunning,  felfifh,  but 
Ihallow,  had  the  name  of  mini- 
fler,  while  flie,  in  reality,  governed 
with  a  genius  at  once  dari,ng  and 
comprehenfive.  The  too  pliant 
Elizabeth,  carelefsly,  left  the  mofl 
important  things  to  the  diredlion  of 
others.  Thus,  the  Countefs  was 
the  firfl  perfon  of  the  empire,  and 
on  whom  the  attention  of  all  the 
foreign  miniflers  was  fixed. 

Haughty  and  majeftic  in  demean- 
or. 
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or,  Ihe  was  fuppofcd  to  be  the 
only  woman  at  coui  t  who  continued 
faithful  to  her  hufband  j  which  fup- 
pofition,  probably,  originated  in  her 
art  and  education,  (he  being  a  Ger- 
man born;  for  I  afterward  found  her 
virtue  was  only  pride,  and  a  know- 
ledge of  the  national  character.  The 
Ruffian  lover  rules  defpotic  over  his 
miflrefs;  requires  maney,  fubmif- 
fion,  and,  fliould  he  meet  oppofition, 
threatens  her  with  blows  and  the 
difcovery  of  her  fecret. 

During  Elizabeth's  reign  foreigners 
could  neither  appear  at  court,  nor 
in  the  beft  company,  without  the  in- 
trodudion  of  Befluchef.  I,  and  Sie- 
vers,  gentleman  of  the  chamber, 
were,  at  that  time,  the  only  Germans 
who  had  free  cgrefs  and  regrefs  in 
all  houfes  of  fafhion  :  my  being  pro- 
tedled  by  the  Englifh  and  Auftrian 
ambafladors,  gave  me  very  pecu- 
N  4  liar 
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liar  advantages,  and  made  my  com- 
pany every  where  courted. 

Befluchef  had  been  refident,  dur- 
ing the  late  reign,  at  Hamburg,  in 
which  inferior  Itation  he  married 
the  countefs,  at  that  time,  though 
young  and  handfome,  only  the  wi- 
dow of  the  merchant  Boettger,  Un- 
der Elizabeth,  Beiluchef  rofe  to  the 
fummit  of  rank  and  power,  and  the 
widow  Boettger  became  the  firfl 
lady  in  the  empire.  When  1  knew 
her,  fhe  was  eight  and  thirty,  confe- 
quently  no  beauty,  though  a  woman 
highly  endowed  in  mind  and  man- 
ners, of  keen  difcernment,  difliking 
theRulTians,  proteding  the  PrufTians, 
and  at  whofe  averfion  all  trembled. 

Her  carriage  tov/ards  the  RuiTians 
was,  what  it  mufl-  be  in  her  fitua- 
tion,  lofty,  cautious,  and  ironical, 
rather  than  kind.  To  me,  fhe  fhewed 
the  utmoll  efteem  on  all  occafions, 

wel- 


(    273     ) 

welcomed  me  to  her  table,  and  of- 
ten admitted  me  to  drink  coffee  ia 
company  with  herfeif  alone  and  Co- 
lonel Oettinger.  The  countefs  ne- 
ver failed  giving  me  to  underftand 
flie  had  perceived  my  love  for^  the 

Princefs  N j  and,  though  I  con- 

ftancly  denied  the  fadl,  fhe  related 
circumilances  which  fhe  could  have 
knov/n,  as  I  thought,  only  from  my 
miftrefs  herfeif:  my  fiience  pleafed 
her,  for  the  Ruflians,  v/hen  a  lady 
has  a  partiality  for  them,  never  fail 
to  vaunt  of  their  good  fortune.  She 
wifhed  to  perfuade  me  flie  had  ob- 
f::^rved  us  in  company,  had  read  the 
language  of  our  eyes,  and  had  long 
penetrated  our  fccret.  I  was  igno- 
rant, at  that  time,  that  fhe  then,,  and 
had  long  before,  entertained  the 
maid  of  my  miftrefs,  as  a  fpy  in  her 
pay. 

About  a  week  after  the  death  of 
N  5  the 
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the  prlncefs,    the   countefs  invited 
me  to  take  coffee  with  her,  in  her 
chamber;  lamented  my  lofs,  and  the 
violence  of  that  paffion  which  had 
deprived  me  of  all  my  cuftomary 
vivacity,  and  altered  my  very  ap- 
pearance.    She  feemed  To  interefted 
in  my  behalf,  and  expreffed  fo  many 
-wifhes,   and    fo    ardent,    to   better 
my   fate,   that   I   could   no  longer 
doubt.     Another  opportunity  foon 
happened,  which  confirmed  thefe  my 
fufpicions :  her  mouth  confefled  her 
fentiments.    Difcretion,  fecrefy,  and 
fidelity,  were  the  laws  fhe  impofed; 
and  never  did  I  experi-ence  a  more 
ardent  paflion  from  woman.     Such 
was  her  underftanding  and  penetra- 
tion,  fhe   knew  how  to. rivet  my 
affe(flions. 

Caution  was  the  thing  mofl  ne« 
ceffary.     She    contrived,    however, 
to  make    opportunity.     The  chan- 
cellor 
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ccUor  valued,  confided  in  me,  and 
employed  me  in  his  cabinet;  fo  that 
I  remained  whole  days  in  the  houle. 
My  captainfhip  of  cavalry  was  now 
no  longer  thought  of:  I  was  deftined 
to  political  employment.  My  firft 
was  to  be  gentleman  of  the  cham- 
ber, which,  in  Ruflia,  is  an  office  of 
importance,  and  the  profpe6l  of  fu- 
turity became  to  me  moil  refplen- 
dent.  Lord  Hyndford,  ever  the  re- 
pofitory  of  my  fecrets,  counfelled 
me,  formed  plans  for  my  conduct, 
rejoiced  at  my  fuccefs,  and  refufed 
to  be  reimburfed  the  expence  he  had 
been  at,  though  now  my  circurar- 
ftances  were  prcfperous. 

The  degree  of  credit  I  enjoyed 
foon  was  noticed :  foreign  minifters 
began  to  pay  their  court  to  m.e ; 
Goltz,  the  Pruflian  minifter,  made 
every  effort  to.  win  me,  but  found 
me  incorruptible. 

N  d  The 
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The  RufTian  alliance  was,  at  this 
time,  highly  courted,  by  foreign 
powers;  the  humbling  of  Prufliawas 
the  thing  generally  vviflied  and  plan- 
ned; and  nobody  was  better  in- 
formed, than  myfelf,  of  minifterial 
and  family  fadions  at  this  court. 

My  miftrefs,  a  year  after  my  ac- 
quaintance with  her,  fell  into  her 
enemies*  power,  and,  with  her  huf- 
band,  was  delivered  over  to  the  exe- 
cutioner. Chancellor  Beftuchef,  ia 
the  year  1756,  was  forced  to  confef- 
fion,  by  the  knout.  Apraxin,  mini- 
fter  of  war,  had  a  fimilar  fate.  The 
wife  of  his  brother,  then  envoy  in 
Poland,  was,  by  the  treachery  of  a 
certain  Lieutenant  Berger,  with  three 
others  of  the  firfl  ladies  of  the  court, 
knouted,  branded,  and  had  their 
tongues  cut  out.  This  happened  in 
the  year  1741,  when  Elizabeth 
afcended  the  throne.     Her  huiband, 

how- 
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however,  faithfully  ferved;  I  knew 
him,  as  RufTian  envoy,  at  Vienna,  in 
1 7  5 1 .  This  may,  indeed,  be  called  the 
love  of  our  country,  and  thus  does  it 
happen  to  the  firfb  men  of  the  flate : 
what  then  can  a  foreigner  hope  for, 
if  perfecuted,  and  in  the  power  of 
thofe  in  authority?* 

No  man,  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of 
time,  had  greater  opportunities  than 
I,  to  difcover  the  fecrets  of  flate ; 
efpecially  when  guided  by  Hynd- 
ford,  and  Bernes,  under  the  reign  of 
a    well-meaning    but   fhort-fighted 


*  There  is  a  confufion  of  dates,  as  well  as 
fa6ls,  in  the  above  paragraph.  Perhaps  there 
may  be  feme  error  of  the  prefs ;  and  the 
Baron's  long  imprifonment,  and  the  advanced 
age  in  which  he  wrote,  might  both,  or  either, 
lead  to  miftake.  The  Baron's  chronology, 
even  of  himfelf,  is,  throughout,  very  inaccu- 
rate, T, 


Emprcfs; 
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Emprefs,  whofe  firfl:  minifler  was  a 
weak  man,  diredted  by  the  will  of 
an  able  and  ambitious  wife,  and 
which  wife  loved  me,  a  ftranger, 
an  acquaintance,  only,  of  a  few 
months,  fo  pafTionately  that,  to  this 
paflion,  fhe  would  have  facrificed 
every  other  obje6l.  She  might,  in 
fa'^,  be  confidered  as  Emprefs  of 
RulTia,  difpofing  of  peace  or  war  j 
and,  had  I  been  more  prudent  or  lefs 
fincere,  I  might,  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
have  amalTed  treafures,  and  depofited 
them  in  full  fecurity.  Her  generofity 
was  boundlefs ,  and,  though  obliged 
to  pay  above  a  hundred  thoufand  ru- 
bles, in  one  year,  to  difcharge  her 
fon's  debts,  yet  might  1  have  faved 
aftilllargerfumjbuthalfof  the  gifts, 
fhe  obliged  me  to  receive,  I  lent  to 
this  fon,  and  loft.  So  far  was  I  from 
felfifh,  and  fo  negligent  of  wealch, 
that,    by   fupplying    the   v/ants   of 

others. 
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others,  I>  often,  on  a  reverfe  of  for- 
tune, fufFered  want  myfelf. 

This  my  fpkndid  fuccefs,  in 
RufTia,  difpleafed  the  great  Frederic, 
whofe  perfecution  every  where  at- 
tended me,  and  who  fuppofed  his  in- 
tereft  injured  by  my  fuccefs  in  Ruflia, 
The  incident  I  am  going  to  relate 
was,  at  the  time  it  happened,  well 
known  to,  and  caufed  much  agi- 
tation among,  all  the  foreign  am- 
bafladors. 

Lord  Hyndford  defired  I  would 
Tnake  him  a  fair  copy  of  a  plan  of 
Cronftadt,  for  which  he  furnifhed 
the  materials,  with  three  additional 
drawings  of  the  various  fhips  in  the 
harbour,  and  their  names.  There 
was  neither  danger  nor  fufpicion  at- 
tending this ;  the  plan  of  Cronftadt 
being  no  fecret,  but  publicly  fold  in 
the  fhops  of  Peterfburg.  England 
was,  likewife,  then,  in  the  clofeft  al- 
liance 
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liance  with  Rußia.    Hyndford  fliew- 
cd  the  drawing  to  Funk,  the  Saxon 
envoy,  his  intinnate  friend,  who  afked 
his   permiffion   to  copy   it  himfelf, 
Hyndford  gave  him  the  plan  figned 
with  my  name,  and  after  Funk  had 
been  fome  days  employed  copying 
it,  the  PrufTian  minifler,  Goltz,  who 
lived  in  his  neighbourhood,,  came  in, 
as  he  frequently  paid  him   friendly 
vifits.  Funk,  unfufpedingly,  fhewed 
him  my  drawing,  and  both  lament- 
ed that  Frederic  had  loft  fo  ufeful  a 
fubjed.     Goltz  afked   to  borrow  it,. 
for  a  couple  of  days,  in  order  to  cor- 
re£l  his  own,  and  Funk,  one  of  the 
worthieft,    mofl    honeft,    and    lead: 
fufpicious   of   men,  who   loved  me 
like  a  brother,  accordingly,  lent  the 
plan. 

No  fooner  was  Goltz  in  pofTefTion 
of  it  than  he  hurried  to  the  chan- 
cellor, with  whofe  weaknefs  he  was 

weil 
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well  acquainted,  told  him  his  intent 
in  coming  was  to  prove  that  a 
man,  who  had  once  been  unfaithful 
to  his  king  and  country,  where  he 
had  been  loaded  with  favours,  would 
certainly  betray,  for  his  own  private 
intereft,  every  (late  where  he  was 
trufted.  He  continued  his  preface, 
by  fpeaking  of  the  rapid  progrefs  I 
had  made  in  Rufiia,  and  the  free  en- 
trance I  had  found  in  the  chancel- 
lor's houfe,  where  I  was  received  aa 
a  fon,  and  initiated  in  the  fecrets  of 
the  cabinet. 

The  chancellor  defended  me:— 
Goltz,  then,  "endeavoured  to  incite 
his  jealoufy,  and  told  him  my  pri- 
vate interviews  with  his  wife,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  palace  garden,  were 
publicly  fpoken  of.  This  he  had 
learned  from  his  fpies,  he  having 
endeavoured,  by  the  fnares  he  laid, 
to  make  my  deftruftion  certain. 

He, 
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He,  likewife,  led  Belluchef  to  fuf- 
pe6t  his  fecretary,  S — n,  was  a  party 
in  the  intrigue;  till,  at  lafl,  the  chan- 
cellor became  very  angry:  Goltz, 
then,  took  vr.y  plan  of  Cronftadc 
from  his  pocket,  and  added,  "  Your 
<^  excellency  is  nourifhing  a  fer- 
*^  pent  in  your  bofom.  Thisdraw- 
*'  ing  have  I  received  from  Trenck, 
**  copied  from  your  cabinet  defigns, 
**  for  two  hundred  ducats.'*  He. 
kPiw'w  I  was  employed  there  fome-^ 
times  with  Oettinger,  whofe  office  it 
was  to  infpedt  the  buildings  and  re- 
pairs of  all  the  Ruffian  fortifications. 
Bcftuchef  was  aftonifhed ;  his  anger 
became  violent,  and  Goltz  added 
fuel  to  the  flame,  by  infinuating  I 
fhould  not  be  fo  powerfully  pro- 
te6l:ed  by  Bernes,  the  Auftrian  am- 
baffador,  were  it  not  to  favour  the 
views  of  his  own  court,  Beftuchef 
mentioned  profecutionand  the  knout; 
f  Goltz 
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Goltz  replied  my  friends  were  too 
powerful,  my  pardon  would  be  pro- 
cured, and  the  evil,  this  way,  increaf- 
ed.  They,  therefore,  determined  to 
have  me  fecretly  fecured,  and  pri-» 
vately  conveyed  to  Siberia» 

Thus,  while  I,  unfufpeftingly, 
dreamed  of  nothing  but  happinefs, 
the  gathering  ftorm  threatened  de- 
ftru<flion,  which  only  was  averted  by 
accident^  or  God's  good  providence. 
Goltz  had  fcarcely  left  the  place, 
triumphant,  when  the  chancellor 
entered,  with  bitternefs  and  rancor 
in  his  heart;  into  his  lady's  apart- 
ment, reproached  her  with  my  con- 
dud,  and,  while  Hie  endeavoured  to 
iooth  him,  related  all  that  had  paf- 
fed.  Her  penetration  was  much 
deeper  than  her  hufband's :  ihe  per- 
ceived there  was  a  plot  againft  me :  (he, 
indeed,  knew  my  heart  better  than  any 
Other,  and   particularly  that  I  was 

not 
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not  in  want  of  a  poor  two  hundred 
ducats.  She  could  not,  however, 
appeafe  him,  and  my  arrelt  was  de-* 
termined»  She,  therefore,  inftantly, 
wrote  me  a  line  to  the  following 
purport. 

"  You  are  threatened,  dear  friend, 
**  by  a  very  imminent  danger.  Do 
"  not  fleep  to-night  at  home,  but 
"  fecure  yourfelf  at  Lord  Hyndford's 
"till  you  hear  farther  from  me." 

Secretary  S — n,  her  confidant 
(the  fame  who,  not  long  fince,  was 
Ruffian  envoy  at  Ratifbon),  was 
fent  with  this  note.  He  found  me, 
after  dinner,  at  the  Englilh  ambaf- 
fador's,  and  called  me  afide.  I  read 
the  billet,  was  aftonifhed  at  its  con- 
tents, and  fhewed  it  Lord  Hyndford. 
My  confcience  was  void  of  reproach, 
except  that  we  fufpeded  my  fecret 
with  the  countefs  had  been  betrayed 
to  the  chancellor  j  and,  fearing  his 

jea- 


(     28g     ) 

jealoufy,  Hyndford  commanded  mc 
to  remain  in  his  houfe  till  we  Ihould 
make  further  difcovery. 

We  placed  fpies  round  the  houfe 
where  I  lived  :  I  was  inquired  for 
after  midnight,  and  the  lieutenant 
of  the  police  came  himfelf,  and 
fcarched  the  houfe. 

Lord  Hyndford  went,  about  ten  in 
the  morning,  to  vifit  the  chancellor, 
that  he  might  obtain  fome  intel- 
ligence, who,  immediately,  reproach- 
ed him  for  having  granted  an 
afylum  to  a  traitor.  **  What  has 
*'  this  traitor  done  ?"  faid  Hyndford. 
"  Faithlcfsly  copied  a  plan  of  Cron- 
"  lladt,  from  my  cabinet  drawings,'* 
anfwered  the  chancellor,  *^  which  he 
**  has  fold,  to  the  Pruflian  minifter, 
"  for  two  hundred  ducats." 

Hyndford  was  aftonilhedi  he  knew 
me  well,  and  alfo  knew  that  he  had 
tlien,  in  money,  and  jewels,  more  than 

eight 
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eight  thoufand  ducats  of  mine  in 
his  own  hands ;  nor  was  he  Icfs  igno- 
rant of  the  little  value  I  fet  on  money, 
or  of  the  fources  whence  I  could 
obtain  it,  when  I  pleafed.  "  Has 
*'  your  excellency  adtually  feen  this 
"drawing  of  Trenck's  ?  "— "  Yes, 
**  I  have  been  lliewn  it  by  Goltz." — 
'*  I  wifh  I  might,  likewife,  be  per- 
*'  mitted  to  fee  it;  I  know  Trtnck's 
*^  drawing,  and  make  myfelf  refpon- 
*'  fible  that  he  is  no  traitor.  Here 
*'  is  fome  myftery;  be  fo  kind  as  to 
"  de  fire  M.  Goltz  will  come,  and 
*^  bring  his  plan  of  Cronftadt.  Trenck 
«^  is  at  my  houfe,  fhall  be  forth- 
"  coming  inftantly,  and  I  will  not 
*'  prote6t  him,  if  he  proves  guilty." 
The  chancellor  wrote  to  Goltz, 
but  he,  artful  as  he  was,  had,  no 
doubt,  taken  care  to  be  informed 
that  the  lieutenant  of  the  police  had 
miffed  his  prey.     Pie,  therefore,  fent 
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an  exciife,  and  did  not  appear.  In 
the  mean  tinrie  I  entered.  Hyndford 
then  addrefled  me,  with  the  opennefs 
of  an  Engliiliman,  and  afked — "  Are 
*^  you  a  traitor,  Trenck  ?  If  fo,  you 
*'  do  not  merit  my  prote6lion,  but 
'*  fland  here  a  ftate  prifoner.  Have 
"  you  fold  a  plan  of  Cronftadt  to 
*'  M.  Goltz?**  My  anfwer  may 
eafily  be  fuppofed.  Hyndford  re- 
hearfed  what  the  chancellor  had  told 
him,  I  was  defired  to  leave  the 
room,  and  Funk  was  fent  for.  The 
moment  he  came  in,  Hyndford  faid, 
*^  Sir,  where  is  that  plan  of  Cronftadc 
"which  Trenck  copied?"  Funk, 
hefitating,  replied,  "  I  will  go  for  it." 
*'  Have  you  it,"  continued  Hynd- 
ford, *^  at  home  ?  fpeak  upon  your  ho- 
*^  nour" — '^  No,  my  Lord,  I  have 
"  lent  it,  fora  few  days,  to  M.  Goltz, 
**  that  he  may  take  a  copy." 

Hyndford,  immediately,  then,  faw 
6  th« 
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the  whole  affair,  told  the  chan- 
cellor the  hiftory  of  this  plan,  which 
belonged  to  him,  and  which  he  had 
lent  to  Funk,  and  reqnefled  a  truf- 
ty  perfon  might  be  fent,  with  him, 
to  make  proper  fearch.  Befluchef 
named  his  firft  fecrctary,  and,  to 
him,  were  added  Funk  and  the  Dutch 
envoy,  Schwart,  who  happened  then 
to  enter.  All  went  together  to  the 
houfe  of  Goltz.  Funk,  here,  de- 
manded his  plan  of  Cronftadt ;  Goltz 
gave  it  him,  and  Funk  returned  it 
to  Lord  Hyndford. 

Thefecretary,  and  Hyndford,  both 
then  defired  he  would  produce  the 
plan  of  Cronftadt,  which  he  had 
bought  of  Trenck  for  two  hundred 
ducats.  His  confufion  now  was 
great,  and  Hyndford  firmly  infifted 
this  plan  (hould  be  forth-coming,  to 
vindicate  the  honour  of  Trenck, 
whom  he  held  to  be  an  honeft  man. 

On 


C   289   ) 

On  this,  Goltz  anfwered,  "  I  have 
*^  received  my  king's  commands  to 
'^  prevent  the  preferment  of  Trenck, 
"  in  RuiTia,  and  I  have  only  fulfilled 
*^  the  duty  of  a  minifler.'* 

Hyndford  fpit  on  the  ground,  and 
faid  more  than  I  now  choofe  to 
repeat,  after  which  the  four  gentle- 
men returned  to  the  chancellor,  and 
I  was  again  called.  Every  body 
complimented  me,  related  what  had 
pafTed,  and  the  chancellor  promifed 
I  fliould  be  recompenfed  j  ftridly, 
however,  forbidding  me  to  take  any 
revenge  on  the,  PrufTian  ambaflador, 
I  having  fworn,  in  the  firfl  tranf- 
ports  of  anger,  to  punifli  hi.n, 
wherever  I  fhould  find  him,  even 
were  it  at  the  alcar*s  foot. 

The  chancellor  foothed  me,  kept 
me  to  dine  with  him,  and  endea- 
voured to  alTuage  my  boiling  paf- 
fions.     The  countefs  afFedcd  indif- 

VoL.  I.  O  fcrence^ 
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fercnce,    and  afked  me,  if  fuch-likc 
a(5tions    charadlerifed     the   PrufTian 
nation.      Funk   and   Schwart   were 
at  table.     All  prefent  congratulated 
me  on  my  vidlory,  but  none  knew 
to  whom   I  was  indebted  for   deli- 
verance from  the    hafty  and  unjufl 
condemnation     of    the    chancellor, 
although  my  protedlrefs  was  one  of 
the  company.     I  received  a  prelent 
of  two    thoufand    rubles,    the  next 
day,  from  the  chancellor,  with  orders 
to  thank  the  Emprefs  for  this  mark 
of  her  bounty,   and   accept  it  as  a 
fjgn  of  her  cfpecial  favour.     I  paid 
thefe  my  thanks   fome   days  after. 
The   money  I  difregarded,  but  the 
amiable  Emprefs,  by  her  enchanting 
benevolence,  made    me    forget  the 
paft.      The    ftory  became    public, 
and  Goltz  appeared  neither  in  com- 
pany  nor  at  court.     The  manner  in 
which     the      countefs,     perfonally, 

reproach- 
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reproached  him  I  (hall,  out  of  rc- 
fped:,  pafs  over.  Bernes,  the  crafty 
Picdmontefe,  aflured  me  of  revenge, 
without  my  troubling  myfelf  in  the 
matter,  and — what  happened  after 
I  know  not:  Goltz  appeared  but 
little  in  company,  fell  ill  when  I  had 
left  RufTia,  and  died,  foon  after,  of 
a  confumption. 

This  vile  man  was,  no  doubt,  the 
caufe  of  all  the  calamities  which 
afterward  fell  upon  me.  *  I  fhould 
have  become  one  of  the  firft  men  in 
Rufiia;  the  misfortunes  that  befel 
Befluchef,  and  his  family,  fome  year» 
afterward,  might  have  been  averted; 
I  (liould  never  have  .  returned  to 
Vienna,  a  city  fo  fatal  to  the  name 

O  2  of 

*  The  Baron  forgets  himfelf,  and  con- 
rinually  makes  the  perfön,  or  incident,  l^  is  then 
(peaking  of  the  principal  and  lirll  caufe  of 
his  future  fufferings.  They  were  incurred  by 
a  combination  of  thele  caufes.        T* 
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of  Trenck  -,  by  the  mediation  of 
the  Ruflian  court,  I  fhould  have 
recovered  my  great  Sclavonian 
eftates  i  my  days  of  perfecution,  at 
Vienna,  would  have  been  pafled  in 
peace  and  pleafure  :  nor  fhould  I 
have  entered  the  dungeon  of  Mag« 
deburg. 

How  little  did  the  Greaf  Frederic 
know  my  heart  !  Without  having 
oflfended,  he  had  rendered  me  mifer- 
able,  had  condemned  me  to  impri- 
fonment,  at  Glatz,  on  mere  fufpi- 
cion,  and,  flying  thence,  naked  and 
deftitute,  had  confifcated  my  paternal 
inheritance.  Not  contented  with 
infliding  all  thefe  calamities,  he 
would  not  fuffer  me,  peaceably,  to 
feek  my  fortune  in  a  foreign  land. 

Few  are  the  youths  who,  in  fo 
fhort  a  time,  being  expelled  their 
native  country  with  difgracc,  by 
their  own  efforts,  merits,  and  talents, 

have 
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have  obtained  honour  and  favour 
fo  great,  acquired  iuch  powerful 
friends,  or  been  entrufted  with  con- 
fidence equally  unlimited  in  tranf- 
a6lions  fo  important.  Enraged  as 
I  was  at  the  treachery  of  Goltz,  had 
opportunity  offered,  I  might  have 
been  tempted  even  to  turn  my  na- 
tive country  into  a  defert  ;  nor  do  I 
deny  that  I,  afterward,  promoted 
the  views  of  the  Auilrian  envoy, 
who  knew  well  to  cherifli  the  flame 
that  had  been  kindled,  and  turn  it 
to  his  own  ufe.  Till  this  moment 
I,  certainly,  never  felt  the  leafl:  en- 
mity, either  to  my  country,  or  king, 
nor  did  I  ever  fufFer  myfelf,  on  any 
occafion,  to  be  made  the  agent  of 
their  difadvantage. 

No  fooner  was  I  entrufted,  more 

intimately,  with  cabinet  fecrets,  than 

I  difcovered   the   ftate   of  fadions, 

and    that    Beftuchef    and   Apraxin 

O  3  were, 
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were,  even  then,  in   Prufilan  pay  i 
that  a  counterpoife,   by  their  nneans, 
might  be  formed  to  the  prevalence 
of  the  Auflrian  party. 

Hence  we  may  date  the  change 
of  RufTian  politics  in  the  year  1762. 
Here,  alfo,  we  may  find  a  clue  to  the 
con rradi dory  orders,  artificer,  pofi- 
tjons,  retreats,  and  difappointments 
of  the  RulTian  army,  in  the  feven 
yeais  war.  *  The  countefs,  who 
was  obliged  to  2.6t  with  greater 
caution,  forefaw  the  confequences 
of  the  various  intrigues  in  which  her 
hufband.was  engaged  :  her  love  for 
me  naturally  drew  her  from  her 
former  party  5  fhe  confided  every 
fccret  to  me,  and  ever  remained,  till 
her  fall,  which  happened  in  1758, 
during  my  imprifonm.cnt,  my  beft 
friend   and   correfpondent.      Hence 

was 

■*  Beginning  in   1756:    fo    called  by   the 
German  writers.         T. 
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was  I  fo  weii  informed  of  all  the 
plans  againft  PrufTia,  to  the  years 
1754  and  1756  i  much  more  fo  than 
manyminiftersoftheintercfled  courts, 
who  imagined  they  alone  were  in  the 
fecret.  How  many  after  events  could 
I  then  have  foretold  !  Such  was  th« 
perverfenefs  of  my  deftiny,  that, 
where  1  fhould  mofl;  have  been 
fought  for,  and  befl:  known,  there  was 
I  leail  valued. 

No  man,  in  my  youth,  would  have 
believed  I  fhould  live  to  my  fixtieth 
year,  untitled  and  obfcure.  In  Berlin, 
Peterfburg,  London,  and  Paris, 
have  I  been  efteemed  by  the  greateft 
flatefmen,  and  now  am  I  reduced 
to  the  invalid  lift.  How  drangt 
are  the  caprices  of  fortune  I  I  ought 
never  to  have  left  Ruflia ;  this  was 
my  great  error,  which  I  ftill  live  to 
repent. 

I  have  never  been  accuftomed  to 
O  4  deep 
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flecp  more  than  four  or  five  hours, 
fo  that,  though,  through  life,  I  have 
allowed  time  for  paying  vifits  and 
receiving  company,  I  have  fliil  had 
fufficient  for  ftudy  and  improvement, 
Hyndford  was  my  inilruäor  in  poli- 
tics;  Boerhaave,  then  phyfician  to 
the  court,  and  my  bofom  friend,  my 
tutor  in  phyfic  and  literary  fubjeds. 
"Women  formed  me  for  court  in- 
trigues, though  thefe,  as  a  philo- 
fopher,  I  defpifed. 

The  chancellor  had  greatly  chang- 
ed his  carriage  toward  me,  fince 
the  incident  of  the  plan.  He  ob- 
ferved  my  looks  and  words,  fhewed 
he  was  diftruHful,  and  defirous  of 
revenge.  His  lady,  as  well  as  my- 
felf,  remarked  this,  and  new  meafures 
became  necefiary.  1  was  obliged 
to  3(51  an  artful,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  very  dangerous  part. 

My  coufin,  Baron  Trenck,  died,  in 

ihc 
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the   Spielberg,    Odiober  4,     1749* 
and  left  me  his  heir,  on  condition  I 
Ihould    only    ferve    the     houfe    of 
Auflria.     In  March,    1750,   Count 
Berncs  received  the  citation  fent  me 
to   enter   on    this    inheritance.      I 
would  hear  nothing  of  Viennaj   the 
abominable  treatment  of  my  coufin 
terrified    me.      I    well     knew    the. 
origin  of  his  profecution,  the  fervices 
he  had   rendered  his   country,    and 
had  been  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  in- 
juflice    by    which    he   was    repaid. 
Bernes,   however,    reprefented   that 
the   property   left    me    was    worth, 
much   above   a   million;    that   the. 
Emprefs  would  fupport  me  in  the 
purfuit  of  juflice,  and   that  I   had. 
no  perfonal  enemy  at  Vienna;   that. 
a  million    of   certain  property,    in 
Hungary,  was  much  fuperior  to  tha. 
higheft  expe£tations  in  RuiTia,  where 
I4    myfelf,    had   beheld    fo     many 
O    5  changes. 
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changes  of  fortune,  and  the  cffed^s 
of  fannily  cabals.  RufTia  he  painted 
as  dangerous,  Vienna  as  feciire,  and 
promifed  me,  himfelf,  effedual  af- 
fiflance,  as  his  embalfy  would  end 
within  the  year.  Were  I  once 
rich,  I  might  refide  in  what  country 
I  pleafed ;  nor  could  the  perfecu- 
tions  of  Frederic,  any  where,  purfue 
me  fo  inefFedually  as  in  Auftria. 
Snares  would  be  laid  for  me  every 
where  elfe,  as  I  had  experienced  in 
RuITia.  ''  What,^'  faid  he,  ''  would 
**  have  been  the  confequence,  had 
"  not  the  countefs  warned  you  of 
**  the  impending  danger  ?  You,  like 
'*  many  another  honeft  and  innocent 
*'  man,  would  have  been  fent  to 
"  Siberia.  Your  fnnocence  muft 
'*  have  remained  unatrefted,  and 
'♦  yourfelf,  in  the  univerfal  opinion, 
♦*  a  villain  and  a  traitor.'' 

Ilyndford   fpoke   to   me    in    the 

fame 
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fame  tone,  aflfured  me  of  his  eternal 
protedion,  and  defcnbed  London 
as  a  certain  afylum,  fiiould  I  not 
find  happinefs  at  Vienna.  He  fpoke 
of  flavery  as  a  Briton  ought  to 
fpeak,  reminded  me  of  the  fate  of 
Munich  and  Ofterman,  painted  the 
court 'fuch  as  I  knew  it  to  be,  and 
afked  what  were  my  expedations, 
even  were  I  fortunate  enough  to 
become  general,  or  minifter,  in  fuch 
a  country. 

Thefe  reafonings,  at  length,  de- 
termined me  j  but,  having  plenty  of 
money,  I  thought  proper  to  take 
Stockholm,  Copenhagen,  and  Hol- 
land, in  my  way ;  and  Bernes  was, 
in  the  meantime,  to  prepare  me  a 
favourable  reception  at  Vienna.  He 
defired,  alfo,  I  would  give  him  au- 
thority to  get  poffeiTion  of  the 
eftates  to  which  I  was  heir.  My 
miftrefs,  ftro/igly,  endeavoured  to 
O  6  detaia 
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detain  me,  but  yielded,  at  length, 
to  the  force  of  reafon.  I  tore  my- 
felf  away,  and  promifed,  on  my 
honour,  to  return  as  foon  as  I 
had  arranged  my  affairs  at  Vien- 
na. She  made  the  proportion  of 
invefting  me  with  fome  foreign 
embaffy,  by  which  I  might  render 
the  moft  effedual  ferviccs  to  the 
court  of  Vienna.  In  this  hope  we 
parted  with  heavy  hearts :  fhe  pre- 
fented  me  with  her  portrait,  and  a 
fnuff-box  fet  with  diamonds:  the 
fir  ft  of  thefe,  three  years  afterward, 
was  torn  from  my  bofom  by  the  ofH* 
cers  in  my  firft  dungeon  at  Magde- 
burg, as  I  fhall,  hereafter,  relate. 
The  chancellor  embraced  me,  at 
parting,  with  friendfliip.  Apraxin 
wept,  and  clafped  me  in  his  arms, 
prophefying,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
fhould  never  be  fo  happy  as  in 
Ruflia«      I,  myfclf,  foreboded  mis- 

fortjune. 
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fortune,    and  quitted  RufTia    with 
regret,  but,  ftill,  followed  the  ad- 
vice of  Hyndford  and  Bernes. 

Fronn  Mofcow  I  travelled  to  Pe- 
terfburg,  where  I  found  a  letter,  at 
the  houfe  of  Baron  Wolf,  the  banker, 
from  the  countefs,  which  rent  my 
very  heart,  and  almoft  determined 
me  to  return.  She  endeavoured  to 
terrify  me  from  proceeding  to 
Vienna,  yet  inclofed  a  bill  for  four 
thoufand  rubles,  to  aid  me  on  my 
journey,  were  I,  abfolutely,  bent  to 
turn  my  back  on  fortune. 

My  effedls,  in  money  and  jewels, 
amounted  to  about  thirty-fix  thou- 
fand florins ;  I,  therefore,  returned 
the  draught,  intreated  her  eternal 
remembrance,  and  that  (he  would 
referve  her  favour  and  fupport  to 
times  in  which  they  might  become 
needful.  After  remaining  a  few 
days  at  Pcterfburg,  I  journeyed,  by 

land. 
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land,  to  Stockholm;  taking  with 
me  letters  of  recomnaendation  from 
all  the  foreign  envoys. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  Funk 
was  inconfolable  for  my  departure  5 
his  imprudence  had  nearly  plunged 
me  into  mifery,  and  deftroyed  all 
my  hopes  in  RufTia.  Twenty-two 
years  after  this  I  met  the  worthy 
man  once  more  in  Drefden.  He, 
there,  confidered  himfelf  as  the  caufe 
of  all  the  evils  inflidled  on  me,  and 
aflured  me  the  recital  of  my  fuffer- 
ings  had  been  fo  many  cutting  and 
bitter  reproaches  to  his  foul.  Our 
recapitulation  of  former  times  gave 
us  endlefs  pleafure,  and  it  was  the 
fweeteft  of  joys  to  meet  and  renew 
my  friendfhip  with  fuch  a  man,  after 
having  weathered  fo  many  ilonns  of 
fate. 

At  Stockholm  I  wanted  for  no  re- 
"  commendation:  the  Queen,  filter  to 

the 
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the  great  Frederic,  had  known  me 
at  Berlin,  when  I  had  the  honour, 
as  an  officer  of  the  body-guard,  of 
accompanying  her  to  Stettin.  I  re- 
lated my  whole  hiftory  to  her  with- 
out referve.  She,  from  political 
motives,  advifed  me  not  to  make 
any  (lay  in  Stockholm,  and  to  me 
continued,  till  death,  an  ever  gra- 
cious lady.  I  proceeded  to  Copen- 
hagen, where  I  had  bufinefs  to  tranl^ 
aa  for  M.  Chaife,  the  Danifh  en- 
voy, at  Mofcow;  from  whom,  alfo, 
I  had  letters  of  recommendation. 
Here  1  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting 
my  old  friend.  Lieutenant  Bach, 
who  had  aided  me  in  my  efcape 
from  my  imprifonment  at  Glatz. 
He  was  poor,  and  in  debt,  and  I 
procured  him  protedlion,  by  relating 
the  noble  manner  in  which  he  had 
behaved.  I,  alfo,  prefented  him 
with  five  hundred  ducats,  by  the 
6  aid 
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aid  of  which  he  pufhed  his  fortune. 
He  wrote  to  me,  in  the  year  1776, 
a  letter  of  fincereft  thanks,  and  died 
a  colonel  of  huflars  in  the  Danilh 
fervice,  in  1779. 

I  remained  in  Copenhagen  but  a 
fortnight,  and  then  failed,  in  a  Dutch 
fliip,,  from  Elfinour  for  Amflerdam. 
Scarcely  had  we  put  to  fea  before  a 
florm  arofe,  by  which  we  loft  a  maft: 
and  our  bowfprit,  had  our  fails  fhat- 
tered,  and  were  obliged  to  caft  an- 
chor among  the  rocks  of  Gottenburg^. 
where  our  deliverance  was  fingularly 
fortunate. 

Here  we  lay  nine  days  before  we: 
could  make  the  open  fea,  and  here  I- 
found  a  very  pleafant  amufement,  by 
going,  daily,  in  the  fhip*s  boat,  from 
rock  to  rock,  attended  by  two  of 
my  fervants,  to  (hoot  vvild  ducks,, 
and  catch  ihell-fifti ;  whence  I,  every 
evening,  returned  with   provifions, 

and 
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and  öieep's    milk,    bought  of  the 
poor    inhabitants    for     the    Ihip's 
crew. 

There  was  a  dearth  among  thefe 
poor  people.  Our  vefTel  was  laden 
with  corn  ;  fome  of  this  I  purchafed, 
to  the  amount  of  fome  hundreds  of 
Dutch  florins,  and  diftributed  where- 
ever  I  went.  I,  alfo,  gave  one  of 
their  minifters  a  hundred  florins  for 
his  poor  congregation,  who  was, 
himfelf,  in  want  of  bread,  and 
whofe  annual  fl:ipend  did  not  amount 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  florins. 

Here,  in  the  fvveet  pleafure  of 
doing  good,  I  left  behind  me  much 
ofthat  money  I  had  fo  eafily  acquired 
in  Ruflla  J  and,  perhaps,  had  we  (laid 
much  longer,  fhould,  myfelf,  have 
left  the  place  in  poverty.  A  thou- 
fand  blefllngs  followed  me,  and  the 
ftorm-drivcm  Trenck  was  long  re- 
mem- 
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incmböred  and  talked  of  at  Gottcn- 
burg. 

In  this  worthy  employment,  how- 
ever, I  hajd  nearly  loft  my  lift.  Re- 
turning from  carrying  corn,  the 
wind  rofe,  and  drove  the  boat  to 
fea.  I  not  underftanding  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  helm,  and  the  fer- 
vant  aukwardly  handling  the  fails, 
the  boat,  in  tacking,  was  overfet. 
The  benefit  of  learning  to  fwim  I 
again  experienced,  and  my  faithful 
fcrvant,  who  had  gained  the  rock, 
aided  mc  when  almoft  fpent.  The 
good  people,  who  had  feen  the 
ihallop  overfet,  came  off,  in  their 
boats,  to  my  afliftance.  An  honeft 
Calmuc,  whom  I  had  brought  from 
Ruffia,  and  another  of  my  fervants, 
perifhed.  I  faw  the  firft  fink  after 
I  had  reached  the  fhore. 

The  kind  Swedes  brought  me  on 
board,  and,  alfo,  righted  and  re- 
turned 
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turned  with  the  (hallop.  For  fomc 
days  I  was  fea-fick.  We  weighed 
anchor,  and  failed  for  the  Texel, 
the  naouth  of  which  we  faw  and  the 
pilots  coming  off  when  another 
llorm  role,  and  drove  us  to  the  port 
of  Bahus,  in  Norway,  into  which  we 
ran,  without  farther  danaage.  In 
fome  few  days  we,  again,  fet  fail, 
with  a  fair  wind,  and,  at  length, 
reached  Amfterdam. 

Here  I  made  no  long  flay,  for, 
the  day  after  my  arrival,  an  extraor- 
dinary adventure  happened,  in  which 
I  was  engaged,  chiefly,  by  my  own 
ralhnefs. 

I  was  a  fpe<5lator  while  the  har- 
pooners,  belonging  to  the  whale 
fifhery,  were  exercifing  themfelves 
in  darting  their  harpoons,  moft  of 
whom  were  drunk.  One  of  them, 
I  Herman  Rogaar  by  name,  a  hero 
among  thefe  people  for  his  dexterity 

with 
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with  his  fnickafnee,  came  up,  and 
pafled  fome  of  his  coarfe  jokes  upon 
my  Turkifli  fabre,  and  offered  to 
fillip  me  on  the  nofe.  I  pufhed  him 
from  me,  and  the  fellow  threw  down 
his  cap,  drew  his  fnickafnee,  chal- 
lenged me,  called  me  monkey-tail, 
and  afked  whether  I  chofe  a  ftraight, 
a  circular,  or  a  crofs  cut. 

Thus,  here,  was  I,  in  this  excel- 
lent company,  with  no  choice  but 
that  of  either  fighting  or  running 
away.  The  robuft,  Herculean  fel- 
low grew  more  infolent,  and  I,  turn- 
ing round  to  the  by-flanders,  afked 
them  to  Lend  me  a  fnickafnee:  "  No, 
*^  no,"  faid  the  challenger,  "  draw 
"  your  great  knife  from  your  fide, 
**  and,  long  as  it  is,  I  will  lay  you  a 
"  dozen  ducats  you  get  a  gaih  in 
"  the  cheek."  I  drew ;  he  confi- 
dently advanced  with  his  fnickafnee, 
and,  at  the  firft  ftroke  of  my  fabre, 

that. 
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that,  and  the  hand  that  held  it,  both 
dropt  to  the  ground,  and  the  blood 
fpouted  in  my  face. 

I  now  expeded  the  people  would, 
indubitably,  tear  nae  to  pieces  ;  but 
my  fear  was  changed  into  aftonifli- 
mcnt  at  hearing  a  univerfal  fhout 
applauding  the  vanquifher  of  the 
redoubted  Herman  Rogaar,  who,  fo 
lately  feared  for  his  flrength  and 
dexterity,  became  the  object  of  their 
ridicule.  A  Jew  fpe<5lator  conduced 
me  out  of  the  crowd,  and  the  peo- 
ple, clamoroufly,  followed  me  to 
my  inn.  This  kind  of  duel,  by 
which  I  gained  honour,  would,  any 
where  elfe,  have  brought  me  to  the 
higheft  difgrace.  A  man  who  knew 
the  ufe  of  the  fabre,  in  a  fingle  day, 
might,  certainly,  have  difabled  a 
hundred  Herman  Rogaars.  This 
flory  may  inflrud  and  warn  others. 
He  that  is  quarrelfome  fhall  never 

want 
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want  an  enemy.  My  temerity  often 
engaged  me  in  difputes  which,  by 
timely  compliance  and  calmnefs, 
might  eafily  have  been  avoided,  but 
my  evil  genius  always  impelled  me 
into  the  paths  of  perplexity,  and  I 
feldom  faw  danger  till  it  was  ine- 
vitable. 

I  left  Amfterdam  for  the  Hague, 
where  I  had  been  recommended  to 
Lord  Holdernefs,  the  Englifh  am- 
bafTador,  by  Lord  Hyndford ;  to 
Baron  Reifchach,  by  Bernes  ;  to  the 
Grand  Penfionary  Fagel,  by  Schwarr; 
and,  from  the  chancellor,  I  had  a 
letter  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  him- 
felf.  I  could  not,  therefore,  but  be 
every  where  received  with  all  pofli- 
ble  diftin^lion.  With  thefe  recom- 
mendations, and  the  knowledge  I 
poirefTed,  had  I  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  have  avoided  Vienna,  and 
gone  to  India,  where  talents  would 

have 
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have  infured  me  wealth,  how  ma* 
ny  tears  of  afflidion  had  I  been 
fpared  !  My  ill  fortune,  however, 
had  brought  me  letters  from  Count 
Bernes,  afluring  me  that  heaven 
was  at  Vienna,  and  including  a  cita- 
tion from  the  high  court,  requiring 
me  to  give  in  my  claim  of  inheri- 
tance. Bernes  farther  informed  me 
the  Auftrian  court  had  afiured  him 
I  ihould  meet  with  all  juftice  and 
proteäiion,  and  advifed  me  to  hailen 
my  journey,  as  the  executorfhip  of 
the  eftates  of  Trenck  was  conducted 
but  little  to  my  advantage. 

This  advice  I  took,  proceeded  to 
Vienna,  and,  from  that  moment,  all 
my  happinefs  had  an  end.  I  be- 
came bewildered  in  law-fuits,  and 
the  arts  of  wicked  men,  and  all 
pofTible  calamities  aflaulted  me,  at 
once,  the  recital  of  which  would, 
itfelf,  afford  fubjed  matter  for  a  hif- 

tory. 
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tory.     They   began  by  the  follow- 
ing incidents. 

One  M.  Schenck  fought  my  ac- 
quaintance at  the  Hague.  I  met 
with  him  at  my  hotel,  where  he  in- 
treated  I  would  take  him  to  Nurem- 
berg, whence  he  was  to  proceed  to 
Saxony.  I  complied,  and  bore  his 
expences;  but,  at  Hanau,  waking 
in  the  morning,  I  found  my  watch, 
fet  with  diamonds,  a  ring  worth  two 
thoufand  rubles,  a  diamond  fnuff- 
box,  with  my  miftrefs's  pidure,  and 
my  purfe,  containing  about  eighty 
ducats,  ftolen  from  my  bed-fide, 
and  Schenck  become  invifible.  Lit- 
tle afFe6ted  by  the  lofs  of  money,  at 
any  time,  1  yet  was  grieved  for  my 
fnufF-box.  The  rafcal,  however, 
had  efcaped,  and  it  was  fortunate 
that  the  remainder  of  my  ready 
money,  with  my  bills  of  exchange, 
were  fafely  locked  up. 

I,  now. 
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"  Ij-now,  purfiied  my  journey  with- 
out company,  and  arrived  in  V^ienna. 
I   cannot,  exadlly,  recoiled  in  what 
month,  but  1  had  been  abfent  about 
two  years  ;  and  the  reader  will  allow 
that  it  was  barely  pouibie  for  any 
man,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  to  have  ex- 
perienced more  various  changes  of 
fate,  though  m*any  fmalkr  incidents 
have  been  fuppreßed.      The  places, 
where  my  pltdged  fidelity  required 
difcretion,   will   be  eafily   fuppofed, 
as,   likewife,    will    the   concealment 
of    court    intrigues,    and    artifice^, 
the    publication    of    which    might, 
even  yet,  fubjedl  me  to  more  pcrfe- 
cutions.     All    writers  are  not   per- 
mitted to  fpeak   truth  of  monarchs 
and  minillers.     1  am  the  father  of 
eight    children,    and    parental    love 
and  duty  vanquifh  the  inclination  of 
the  author,  and  this  duty,  this  affec- 
tion,   have    made    me   particulaily 
Vol  I.  P  cautious 
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cautious  In  relating  what  happened 
to  me  at  Vienna,  that  I  might,  there- 
by, iervc  them  more  effedlually  than 
by  indulging  the  pride  of  the  writer, 
or  the  vengeance  of  the  man. 

Since  accounts  fo  various,  contra- 
diflory,  and  difhonourable,  to  the 
name  of  Trenck,  have  been  circu- 
lated, in  Vienna,  concerning  fa^fts 
which  happened  thirty-feven  years 
ago,  I  will,  here,  give  a  fhort  ab- 
flradl  of  them,  and  fuch  as  may  be 
verified  by  the  records  of  the  court. 
I  pledge  my  honour  to  the  truth  of 
the  flatement,  and,  were  I  fo  allowed, 
would  prove  it,  to  the  convidtion 
of  any  unprejudiced  court  of  juf- 
ticej  but  this  I  cannot  hope,  as 
princes  are  much  more  difpofed  to 
bellow  unmerited  favours  than  to 
make  retribution  to  thofe  whom 
they  have  unjuftly  punifhed. 

Francis  Baron  Trenck  died,  in  the 
6  Spiel- 
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Spielberg,  06lober  4,  1749.  It  has 
been  erroneoufly  believed,  in  Vien- 
na, that  his  eflates  were  confifcated 
by  the  fentence  which  condemned 
him  to  the  Spielberg.  He  had 
committed  no  offence  againft  the 
flate,  was  accufed  of  none,  much  lefs 
convided.  The  court  fentence  was, 
that  the  adminiftration  of  his  edate 
Ihould  be  committed  to  Counfellor 
Kempf  and  Baron  Peyaczewitz,  who 
were  feleded  by  himfelf,  and  the 
accounts  of  his  flewards  and  farmers 
were  to  be  fent  him  yearly.  He 
continued,  till  his  death,  to  have  the 
free  and  entire  difpofal  of  his  pro- 
perty. 

Although,  before  his  death,  he 
fent  for  his  advocate,  Do6tor  Berger, 
and,  by  him,  petitioned  theEmprefs 
fhe  would  iffue  the  ntceffary  orders 
to  the  governor  of  the  Spielberg, 
to  permit  the  entrance  of  witnefles, 
P  2  and 
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And  all  things  neccflary  to  make  a 
legal  will,  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  he  petitioned  her  for  permifTion 
to  make  this  will.  The  cafe  is  too 
ckar  to  admit  of  doubt.  The  royal 
commands  were  given  that  he  fhould 
enjoy  all  freedom  of  making  his 
will.  PermifTion  was  alfo  given  that, 
during  his  ficknefs,  he  might  be 
removed  to  the  capuchin  convent, 
which  was  equal  to  liberty^  but  this 
he  refufed  to  accept. 

Neither  was  his  ability  to  make  a 
will  queftioned.  The  advocate  was 
only  to  requeft  the  Queen's  permif- 
Tion to  fupply  fome  formalities, 
which  had  been  negledled,  when  he 
purchafed  the  lordfhips  of  Velika 
and  Nuftar,  which  petition  was,  like- 
wife,  granted.  The  royal  mandate 
ilill  exifts,  which  commifTioned  the 
perfons  therein  named  as  truflees 
to  the  eftate  and  effeds  of  Trenck, 

and 
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and  this  mandate  runs  thus  :  <'  Let 
*'  the  lad  will  of  Trenck  be  duly 
"  executed ;  let  difpatch  be  ufed, 
"  and  the  heir  protedlcd  in  all  his 
"  rights."  Confifcation,  therefore, 
had  never  been  thought  of,  nor  his 
power  to  make  a  will  difputed. 

I  will  now  Ihew  how  I  have  been 
deprived  of  this  valuable  inheritance, 
while  I  have  been  obliged  to  pay 
above  fixty  thoufand  florins,  to  defray 
legacies  he  had  left-,  and,  when  this 
narrative  is  read,  it  will  no  longer 
be  affirmed,  at  Vienna,  that,  by  the 
/avours  of  the  court,  I  inherited 
feventy  CiK  thoufand  florins,  or  the 
lordfhip  of  Zwerbach,  from  Trenck. 
I  ihall  proceed  to  my  proofs. 

The  father  of  Baron  Trenck,  who 
died  in  the  year  1743,  governor 
of  Leitfchau,  in  Hungary,  named  me, 
in  his  will,  the  lucceflTor  of  his  Ton, 
iliould  he  die  without  heirs  male. 

P  3  This 
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I'his  will  was  fent  to  be  proved, 
according  to  form,  at  Vit^nna,  after 
having  been  authenticated,  in  the 
moft  legal  manner,  in  Hungary.  The 
court  called,  Hofkricgfrath,  at  Vien- 
na, ncgledled  to  provide  a  curator,  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  next  heir  ;  yet  this 
could  not  annul  my  right  of  fuc- 
cefTion,  When  Trenck  fucceeded 
his  father,  he  entered  no  protefl:  to 
this  his  father's  will,  therefore,  dying 
without  children,  in  the  year  1749, 
my  claim  was  indifputable.  I  was 
heir,  had  he  made  no  will :  and  even 
in  cafe  of  confifcation,  my  title  to 
his  father^s  eilates  flill  remained 
valid. 

Trenck  knew  this  but  too  well  : 
he,  as  I  have  before  related,  was  my 
word  enemy,  and  even  attempted 
my  life.  I  will,  therefore,  proceed 
to  fhew  the  real  intent  of  this  his 
crafty  teflament. 

Deter- 
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Determined  no  longer  to  live  in 
confinemenr,  or  to  afk  forgivenefs, 
by  which,  it  is  well  known,  he  might 
have  obtained  his  freedom,  having 
iod  all  hopes  of  reimburfing  his  lof- 
fes,  his  avarice  was  reduced  to  de- 
fpair.  His  dcfire  of  fame  was  un- 
bounded, and  this  could  no  way, 
i^ow,  be  gratified  but  by  having  him- 
felf  canonized  for  a  faint,  after  fpend- 
ing  his  life  in  committing  all  the 
ravages  of  a  pandour.  Hence  ori- 
ginated the  following  fa6ts : 

He  knew  I  was  the  legal  claimant 
to  his  father's  eftates.  His  father 
had  bought,  with  the  family  money, 
remitted  from  PrufTia,  the  lordfhips 
of  Preflowacz  and  Pleternitz,  in 
Sclavonia,  and  he,  himfclf,  during 
his  father's  life,  and  with  his  father's 
money,  had  purchafed  the  lordlhip 
of  Pakratz,  for  forty  thoufand  florins; 
this  muft,  therefore,  defcend  alfo 
P  4  ta 
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to  mf,  he  having  no  more  power  to 
will  this  from  me  than  he  had  the 
remainder  of  hispaternal  inheritance. 
The  property  he  himfclf  had  gained 
was  configncd  to  adminidrators,  but 
a  hundred  thoufand  florins  had  been 
expended  in  law  fuits,  and  fixty 
three  fuits  continued,  actually, 
pending  againd  hinn  in  court  j  the 
legacies  he  bequeathed  amounted 
CO»  eighty  thoufand  florins.  Thcfe, 
he  fdw,  could  not  be  paid,  fhould 
I  claim  nothing  more  than  the  pater- 
nal inheritance ;  he,  therefore,  to 
render  me  unfortunate  after  his 
•death,  craftily  named  me  his  uni- 
verfal  heir,  without  mentioning  his 
father^s  will,  but  endeavoured,  by 
his  myfterious  death,  and  the  fol- 
lowing conditions,  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  his  own  will. 

Firn,  1  was  to  become  a  catholic. 

Second- 
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Secondly.  —  I  was  to  ferve  only 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  j   and, 

Laftly. —  He  nnade  his  whole 
edate,  without  excepting  the  pa- 
ternal inheritance,  a  Fidel  can" 
mijjum. 

Hence  arofe  all  my  misfortunes, 
as,  indeed,  was  his  intention  \  for,  but 
a  fhort  time  before  his  death,  he 
faid  to  the  governor.  Baron  Kottu- 
linfky,  '^  i  lliall  now  die  contented, 
**  fince  1  have  been  able  to  trick  my 
*'  coufin,  and  render  him  wretched." 

His  death,  believed  in  Vienna  to 
be  miraculous,  happened  after  the 
following  manner  i  and  by  this  he- 
had  induced  many  weak  people,  who 
really  believed  him  a  faint,  to  further 
his  views. 

Three  days  before  his  death,  while 
in  perfect  health,  he  de  fired  the  go- 
vernor of  the  Spielberg  would  {tnd 
for  his  confeßbr^  for  that  St.  Francis 
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had  revealed  to  him  he  fhould 
be  removed  into  life  everlafting  on 
his  birth  day  at  twelve  o'clock.  The 
capuchin  was  fent  for,  but  the  pre- 
diction laughed  at. 

The  day,  however,  after  the  de- 
parture of  his  confeflbr,  he  faid, 
'*  Praife  be  to  God,  my  end  ap- 
*'  proaches;  my  confeflbr  is  dead,  and 
*'  has  appeared  to  me."  Strange  as 
it  may  feem,  it  was  adually  found  to 
be  true,  that  the  piieft  was  dead. 
He,  now,  had  all  the  officers  of  the 
garrifon  of  Brunn  afl^embled,  ton- 
fured  his  head  like  a  capuchin,  took 
the  habit  of  the  order,  publicly  con- 
fefled  himfelf,  in  a  fermon  of  an 
hour's  length,  exhorted  them  all  to 
hoiinefs,  adlcd  the  part  of  a  mod 
exempJary  penitent,  embraced  all 
prefent,  fpoke  with  a  fmile  of  infig- 
nificance  of  all  earthly  pofleflions, 
took  his  lcave>  knelt  down  to  prayers, 

flept 
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fleptcalmly,  rofe,  prayed  again,  and, 
about  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  Odo- 
ber  4th,  taking  his  watch  in  his 
hand,  faid, — "  Thanks  be  to  my  God, 
**  my  lafl:  hour  approaches."  All 
laughed  at  fuch  a  farce  from  a  man 
of  fuch  a  character ;  yet  they  remark- 
ed that  the  left  fide  of  his  face  grew 
pale.  He  then  leaned  his  arm  on 
the  table,  prayed,  and  remained  mo- 
tionlefs,  with  his  eyes  clofed.  The 
clock  flruck  twelve  —  no  frgns  of 
life,  or  motion,  could  be  difcovered; 
they  fpoke  to  him,  and  found  he  was 
really  dead. 

The  word  miracle  was  echoed 
through  the  whole  country,  and 
the  tranfmigration  of  the  Pandour 
Trenck,  from  earth  to  heaven,  by  St. 
Francis,  proclaimed.  The  clue  to  this 
labyrinth  of  mirasles,  known  only 
to  me,  is,  truly,  as  follows : 

He  poiTefled  the  fe,cret  of  wliat  is 
P6  caikd 
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called  the  aqua  teffana,  and  had  de- 
termined on  death.  His  confeflbr 
had  been  intruded  with  all  his  fe- 
crets,  and  with  promiflbry  notes, 
which  he  wilhed  to  invalidate,  I 
am  perfedtly  certain  that  he  had  re- 
turned a  pron:iifibry  note,  of  a  great 
prince,  given  for  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  florins,  which  has  never  been 
brought  to  account.  The  confef- 
for,  therefore,  was  to  be  provided  for, 
that  Trenck  nnight  not  be  betrayed, 
and  a  dofe  of  poifon  was  given  hiin 
before  he  fet  off  for  Vienna:  his 
death  was  the  confequence.  He 
took  finnilar  means  with  himfelf,  and 
thus  knew  the  hour  of  his  exit: 
finding  he  could  not  become  the  firfl 
on  earth,  he  wifhed  to  be  adored  as 
a  faint  in  heaven.  He  knew  he  Ihould 
work  miracles  when  dead,  becaufe 
he  ordered  a  chapel  to  be  built, 
willed  a  perpetual  mafs,  and  be- 
queathed 
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queathed  the  capuchins  fixty  thou- 
fand  florins. 

Thus  died  this  moft  extraordinary 
man,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of 
his  age,  to  whom  nature  had  denied 
none  of  her  gifts ;  who  had  been  the 
fcourge  of  Bavaria;  the  terror  of 
France;  and  who  had,  with  his  fup- 
pofed  contemptible  pandours,  taken 
above  fix  thoufand  Pruflian  prifoners. 
He  lived  a  tyrant  and  enemy  of  men, 
and  died  a  fandlified  impoftor. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs,  as 
willed  by  Trenck,  when  I  came  to 
Vienna,  in  1750,  where  I  arrived 
with  money  and  jewels  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  thoufand  florins. 

Inftead  of  profiting  by  the  wealth 
Trenck  had  acquired,  I  expended  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  florins 
of  my  own  money,  including  what 
devolved  to  me  from  my  uncle,  his 
fiuher,  in  the  profecution  of  his  fuits. 

Trenck 
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Trenck  had  paid  two  hundred  du- 
cats, to  the  tribunal  of  Vienna,  in  the 
year  1743,  to  procure  its  very  repre- 
henfible  filence  concerning  a  curator, 
to  which  I  was  facrificed,  as  the  new 
judges  of  this  court  refufed  to  cor- 
real the  error  of  their  predeceflbrs. 
Such  are  the  proceedings  of  courts 
of  juftice  in  Vienna. 

On  myfirft  audience,  no  one  could 
be  received  nnore  kindly  than  I  was, 
by  the  Emprefs  Queen.  She  fpoke 
of  nny  deceafed  coufin  with  much 
emotion  and  efteem,  promifed  me  ail 
grace  and  favour,  and  informed  me 
of  the  particular  recommendations 
flie  had  received,  on  my  behalf,  from 
Count  Bernes.  Finding  fixty-three 
caufes  hung  over  my  head,  in  eonfe- 
quence  of  the  inheritance  of  Trenck,, 
to  obtain  juftice  in  any  one  of  which» 
at  Vienna,  would  have  employed  the 
whole  life  of  an  honcft  man,  I  de- 
termined 
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termined  to  renounce  this  inheri- 
tance, and  claim  only  under  the  will, 
and  as  the  heir  of  my  uncle. 

With  this  view  I  applied  for,  and 
obtained,  a  copy  of  that  will,  with 
which  I  perfonally  appeared,  and  de- 
clared to  the  court  that  I  renounced 
the  inheritance  of  Francis  Trenck, 
would  undertake  none  of  his  fuits, 
nor  be  refponfible  for  his  legacies, 
and  required  only  his  father's  eftat^s,, 
according  to  the  legal  will,  which  I 
produced ;  that  is  to  lay,  the  three 
lordfhips  of  Pakratz,  Preflowacz,  and 
Plctemitz,  without  chattels  or  per- 
fonal  efFedls.  Nothing  could  be 
more  juft  or  incontrovertible  than 
this  claim.  What  was  my  aftonifh- 
ment,  to  be  told,  in  open  court,  that 
her  Majefty  had  declared  I  rnull  ei- 
ther wholly  perform  the  articles  of 
the  will  of  Trenck,  or  be  excluded 
the  intire  inheritance  and  have  no- 
thing 
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thing  further  to  hope.  What  could 
be  done?  I  ventured  to  remonftrate, 
but  the  will  of  the  court  was  deter- 
mined and  abfolute^  I  mult  become 
a  Roman  Catholic. 

In  this  extremity,  I  bribed  a  prieft, 
who  gave  me  a  figned  atteftation, 
*«  That  I  had  abjured  the  accurfed 
"  herefy  of  Lutheranifm."  My  re- 
ligion, however,  remained  what  it 
had  ever  been.  General  Bernes, 
about  this  time,  returned  from  his 
embafly,  and  1  related  to  him  the 
lamentable  flate  in  which  I  found 
my  affairs.  He  fpoke  to  the  Emprefs 
in  my  behalf,  and  fhe  promifed  every 
thing.  He  advifed  me  to  have  pa- 
tience, to  perform  all  that  was  re- 
quired of  me,  and  to  make  myfelf 
refponfible  for  the  depending  fuits. 
Sonne  family  concerns  obliged  him, 
as  he  informed  me,  to  make  a  jour- 
ney to  Turin,  but  his  return  would 

be 


(•  329  ) 
be  fpeedy  ;  he  would  then  take  the 
management  of  my  affairs  upon  him- 
felf,  and  infure  my  good  fortune  in 
Auftria.  Bernes  loved  me  as  his 
fon,  and  I  had  reafon  to  hope,  from 
his  affurance,  I  ihould  be  largely  re- 
membered in  his  will,  which  was  the 
more  probable,  as  he  had  neither 
child  nor  relations.  He  parted  from 
me,  like  a  father, .  with  tears  in 
his  eyes;  but  he  had  fcarcely  been 
•abfent  fix  weeks  before  the  news  ar- 
rived of  his  death,  which,  if  report 
may  be  credited,  was  effefted  by 
poifon,  adminiftered  by  a  friend. 
Ever  the  fport  of  fortune,  thus  were 
-my  fupporters  fnatched  from  me,  at 
the  very  moment  they  became  mod 
neceffary. 

The  fame  year  was  I,  likewife, 
deprived,  by  death,  of  my  friend 
and  protedlor,  Field  Marllial  Konig- 
feck,  governor  of  Vienna,  when  he 

had 
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had  determined  to.intereft  himfclf 
in  my  behalf.  I  have  been  beloved 
by  die  greatefl  men  Aullria  has  pro- 
duced, but,  unfortunately,  have  been 
perfecuted  by  the  chiciancry  of  petti- 
foggers, fools,  fanatics,  and  priefts> 
who  have  deprived  me  of  the  favour 
of  my  Emprefs,  guiltlefs,  as  I  was, 
of  crim.e  or  deceit,  and  left  my  old 
age  in  poverty. 

My  ills  were  increafcd  by  a  nevr 
accident.  Soon  after  the  departüir 
of  Bernes,  the  Pruffian  minifter, 
taking  me  afide,  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Palatine,  envoy,  M.  Beckers,  pro- 
pofed  my  return  to  Berlin,  afliired 
me  the  King  had  forgotten  all  that 
Avas  paft^  was  convinced  of  my  in* 
nocence,  that  my  good  fortune  would 
there  be  certain,  and  he  pledged  his 
honour  to  recover  the  inheritance 
of  Trenck.  I  anfwered,  the  favour 
came  too  late  5  I  had  fufFered  injuf- 

ticc 
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tice  too  flagrant,  in  my  own  country, 
and  that  I  would  trufl  no  prince  on 
earth,  whofe  will  nnight  annihilate 
all  the  rights  of  men.  My  good 
faith  to  the  King  had  been  too  ill 
repaid  j  my  talents  might  gain  me 
bread  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
I  would  not  again  fubjed  myfelf  to 
the  danger  of  unmerited  imprifon- 
ment. 

His  perfuafions  were  (Irong,  but 
ineffedual  :  '*  My  dear  Trenck,'* 
faid  he,  "  God  is  my  judge,  that 
"  my  intentions  are  honeft;  I  will 
"  pledge  myfelf  that  my  fovereign 
"  will  infure  your  fortune :  you  do 
*^  not  know  Vienna,  you  will  lofe  all 
*^  by  the  fuits  in  which  you  are  in- 
*^  volved,  and  will  be  perfecuted, 
*'  becaufe  you  do  not  carry  a  ro- 
«  fary." 

How  often  have  I  repented  I  did 
not  thpn  return  to  Berlin !  I  (hould 

have 
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have  efcaped  ten  years  imprifon* 
menr,  fliould  have  recovered  the 
tftates  of  Trenck  j  fhoiild  not  have 
wafted  my  prime  of  life  in  the  liti- 
gation of  fiiits,  and  the  writing  of 
memorials,  and  fhould  have  certain- 
ly been  ranked  among  the  firft  men 
in  my  native  country.  Vienna  was 
no  place  for  a  man  who  could 
not  fawn  and  flatter;  yet  here  was  I 
deftined  to  remain  fix  and  thirty 
years,  unrewarded,  unemployed,  and, 
through  youth  and  age,  to  continue 
on  the  lift  of  invalid  majors. 

Having  rejedled  the  propofition  of 
the  Pruflian  envoy,  all  my  hopes  in 
Vienna  were  ruined  ;  for  Frederic,  by 
his  refidents  and  emiflaries,  knew  how 
to  effe<fl  whatever  he  pleafed,  in  fo- 
reign courts,  and  determined  that  the 
Trenck,  who  would  no  longer  ferve, 
or  confide  in  him,  fhould,  at  leaft, 
find  no  opportunity  of  ferving  againfl 

him^ 
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him:  I  foon  became  painted,  to 
the  Emprcfs,  as  an  arch  heretic,  who 
never  would  be  faithful  to  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  and  only  endeavoured  to 
obtain  the  inheritance  of  Trenck, 
that  he  might  devote  himfelf  to 
Pruflia.  This  I  fhall  hereafter  prove, 
and  difplay  a  fcene  that  fhall  be  the 
difgrace  of  many,  by  whom  the 
Emprefs  was  induced  to  harbour 
unjufl  fufpicions  of  an  able  and  ho- 
ned man.  1  here  ftand,  eredl  and 
confident^  before  the  world,  publifh 
the  truth,  and  take  everlalling  fhame 
to  myfelf,  if  any  man  on  earth  can 
prove  me  guilty  of  one  treacherous 
thought.  I  owe  no  thanks,  for  fo 
far  from  having  received  favours,  I 
have  fix  and  thirty  years  remained 
unable  to  obtain  juftice,  though  I 
have  all  the  while  been  defirous  of 
(hedding  my  blood  in  defence  of  the 
monarchy  where  I  have   thus  been 

treated. 
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treated.  Till  the  year  1746,  I 
was  equally  zealous  and  faithful  to 
PrufTia,  yet  my  eflates  there,  though 
confifcated,  were  liable  to  recovery  j 
in  Hungary,  on  the  contrary,  the 
fentence  of  confifcation  is  irrevoca- 
ble. This  is  a  remarkable  proof 
in  favour  of  my  honour,  and  my 
children's  claims. 

Surely  no  reader  will  be  offended 
at  thefe  digreffions :  my  mind  is  agi- 
tated, my  feelings  roufed,  remem- 
bering that  my  age  and  grey  hairs 
deprive  me  of  the  fweet  hope  of, 
at  length,  vanquifliing  oppofition, 
either  by  patience,  or  forcing  juf- 
tic^,  by  eminent  fervices,  or  noble 
efforts. 

This  my  hiflory  will  never  reach 
a  monarch's  eye,  confequently,  no 
monarch, .  by  perceiving,  will  be 
induced  to  protect  truth.  It  may^ 
indeed,    be    criticifed    by   literati; 

it 
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It  will  certainly  be  decried  by  my  per- 
fecutors,  who,  through  life,  have  been 
my  falfe  accufers,  and  will  proba- 
bly, therefore,  be  prohibited  by  the 
priefts.  — -  All  Germany,  however, 
will  read,  and  pofterity,  perhaps, 
may  pity,  fhould  my  book  efcape 
the  misfortune  of  being  clafled 
among  improbable  romances  j  to 
which  it  is  the  more  liable,  becaufe 
that  the  biographers  of  Frederic 
and  Maria  Therefa,  for  manifeft 
reafons,  have  never  fo  much  as 
mentioned  the  name  of  Trenck. 

Once  more  to  my  ftory  :  I  was 
now  obliged  to  declare  myfelf  heir, 
but  always  cum  rejervaiione  juris  meiy 
not  as  fimply  claiming  under  the 
will  of  Francis  Trenck.  I  was  ob- 
liged to  take  upon  myfelf  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  fixty  three  fuits,  and 
the  expence   attending  any  one  of 

thefe 
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tliefe  arc  well  known  to  thofe  ac- 
quainted with  Vienna.  My  fitu- 
ation  may  be  imagined,  when.I  iti- 
form  the  reader  I  only  received,  from 
the  whole  eftate  of  Trenck,  3600  flo- 
rins^  in  three  years,  which  weic 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  defray  the 
expence  of  new  year's  gifts,  to  the 
folicitors,  and  mafhers  in  chancery. 
How  did  1  labour  in  dating  and 
tranfcribing  proofs  for  the  court! 
The  money  I  pofTefled  foon  vanifhed. 
My  Pruflian  relations  fupported  me, 
and  the  Countefs  Beftuchef  fent  me 
the  four  thoufand  rubles  1  had  re- 
fufed  at  Peterfburg.  I  had  alio 
remittances  from  my  faithful  miftrcfs 
in  PruITia,  and,  in  addition,  was  ob- 
liged to  borrow,  money  at  the  ufu- 
rious  rate  of  fixty  per  cent.  Bewil- 
dered, as  I  was,  among  lawyers  and 
knaves,  my  ambition  dill  prompted 
mc  to  proceed,  and   all  things  are 

poffi- 


(    337     ) 

poflible  to  labour  and  perfevcrancc ; 
but  my  property  was  expended, 
tndj  at  length,  I  could  only  obtain 
that  the  contefted  eftates  fhould  be 
midcsiFiäei  commißum^  or  put  under 
trull,  whereby,  though  they  were 
protcdled  from  being  the  further 
prey  of  others,  I  did  not  inherit  them 
as  mine.  In  this  purfuit  was  my 
prime  of  life  wafted,  which  might 
have  been  profitably  and  honour- 
ably fpent. 

In  three  years,  however,  I  brought 
my  fixty  three  fuits  to  a  kind  of  con- 
clufion  ;  the  probabilities  were,  this 
could  not  have  been  effeded  in  ^hy. 
Exclufive  of  my  affiduity,  the  means 
I  took  muft  not  be  told  ;  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  that  I  here  learnt  what  judges 
were,  and  thus  am  enabled  to  de- 
fcribc  them  to  others. 

For  a  few  ducats,  the  prcfident*s 
fervant  ufed  to  admit  me  into  a  clofet 

Vol.  L  Q^  where 
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where  I  could  fee  every  thing  as  per- 
fc6lly  as  if  I  had  myfelf  been  one  of 
the  council.  This,  often,  was  ufe- 
ful,  and  taught  me  to  prevent  evil, 
and,  often,  was  I  fcarcely  able  to 
refrain  burfting  in  upon  this  court. 

Their  appointed  hour  of  meeting 
was  nine  in  the  morning,  but  they 
feldom  aflembled  before  eleven. 
The  prefident  then  told  his  beads, 
and  muttered  his  prayers.  Some 
one  got  up  and  harangued,  while 
the  remainder,  in  pairs,  amufed 
themfelves  with  talking,  inftead  of 
liftening,  after  which  the  news  of 
the  day  became  the  com,mon  topic 
of  conversation,  and  the  council 
broke  up,  the  court  being  firft  ad- 
journed fome  three  weeks,  without 
coming  to  any  determination.  •— 
This  was  called  Judicium  delegatum 
in  caufis  Trenckianis ;  and  when,  at 
laft,  they  came  to  a  conclufion,  the    J 

fen-    ' 
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fentence  was  fuch  as  I  (hall  ever 
fli-udder  at  aitd  abhor. 

The  real  eflates  of  Trenck  con- 
filled  in  the  great  Sclavonian  ma- 
nors, called  the  lord  (hips  of  Pakratz, 
Preftowakz^  and  Pleternitz,  which 
he  had  inherited  from  his  father, 
and  were  the  family  property,  toge- 
ther with  Veiika  and  Nuflak,  which 
he,  himfelf,  had  purchafed:  the  annu- 
al income  of  theie  v^^as  6oooo  flo- 
rins, and  they  contained  more  than 
two  hundred  villages  and  hamlets* 
The  laws  of  Hungary  require, 

I  ft.  That  thofe  who  purchafe 
eftates,  fliall  obtain  the  covjenjus 
regies  (royal  con  fen  t^. 

2d,  That  the  feller  fhall  poffefs, 
and  make- over  the  right  of  property, 
together  with  that  of  transferring^ 
or  alienating,  and 

jdly.  That  the  purchafcr  ihaii 
0^2  U 
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be  a  native  born,  or  have  bought  hii 
naturalization. 

In  default  of  all,  or  any  of  thefe, 
the  Fifcus,  on  the  death  of  the  pur- 
chafer,  takes  poßtfTion,  repaying  the 
fumma  emptilia,  or  purchafe  money, 
together  with  what  can  be  fhown  to 
have  been  laid  out  in  improvements, 
or  the  fumma  infer ipf ilia,  the  fum  ac 
which  it  ftands  rated  in  the  fifcal 
regifter. 

Without  form,  or'  notice,  the 
Hungarian  Fifcal  Prefident,  Count 
Graflalkowitz,  took  pofieflion  of  all 
the  Trenck  eftates  on  his  deceafe, 
in  the  name  of  the  Fifcus.  The 
prize  was  great,  not  fo  much  becaufe 
of  the  eftates  themfelves,  as  the 
perfonal  property  upon  them. 
Trenck  had  fent  loads  of  merchandize 
to  his  eftates,  of  linen,  ingots  of 
gold,  and  filver,  from  Bavaria,  Al- 
fatia,  and  Silefia.     He  had   a  vaft 

florc- 
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Äore-houfe  of  arms,  and  of  faddlcs; 
alfo  the  great  filver  fcrrvice  of  the 
Emperor  Charles  VII.  which  he 
had  brought  from  Munich,  with 
the  fervice  of  plate  of  the  King  of 
PrufTiaj  and  the  perfonal  property 
on  thefe  eftates  was  affirmed,  con- 
fiderably,  to  exceed  in  value  the 
eftates  themfelves. 

I  was,  not  long  fince,  informed, 
by  one  of  the  firft  generals,  whoft 
honoiu*  :  undoubted,  that  feveral 
waggons  were  laden  with  thefe  rich 
effects,  and  fent  to  Mihalefze.  His 
teftimony  was  indubitable  ;  he  knew 
the  two  Pandours,  who  were  the  con- 
fidents of  Trenck,  and  the  keepers 
of  his  treafures,  and  thefe,  during 
the  general  plunder,  each  feized  a 
bag  of  pearls,  and  fled  to  Turkey, 
where  they  became  wealthy  mer- 
chants. His  rich  ftuds  of  horfes 
were  taken,  and  the  very  cows  dri- 
0^3  vein 
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ven  ofF  the  farms.  His  ftand  of 
arms  confided  of  more  than  three 
thoufand  rare  pieces.  Trenck  had 
affirmed,  he  had  fent  linen  to  the  va- 
lue of  fifty  thoufand  florins,  in  chefts, 
from  Dannhaufen  and  Gerfdorf,  in 
the  county  of  Glatz,  to  his  eftates ; 
the  pillage  was  general,  and  when 
orders  came  to  fend  all  the  property 
of  Trenck,  and  deliver  it  to  his  uni- 
vcrfal  heir,  nothing  remained  that 
any  perfon  would  accept.  1  have 
myfelf  feen,  in  a  certain  Hungarian 
jiobleman's  houfe,  fome  valuable 
arms,  which  I  pofitively  knew  I  had 
been  robbed  of  i  and  I  bought,  at 
KlTeck,  fome  filver  plates  on  which 
were  the  arms  of  Pruffia,  that  had 
been  fold  by  counfellor  D — n,  who 
had  been  empowered  to  take  poiTef- 
fion  of  thefe  eftarcs,  and  had  thus  ren- 
dered himfejf  rich.  Of  this  I  procured 
an  atreftation,  and  proved  the  theft : 

I  com- 
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r  complained  aloud  at  Vienna,  but 
received  an  order,  from  the  court,  to 
be  filent,  under  pain  of  difpleafure, 
and  alio  to  go  no  more  into  Scla- 
vonia.  The  principal  reafon  of  my 
lofs  of  the  landed  property  in  Hun- 
gary was  my  having  dared  to  make 
inquiries  concerning  the  perfonal, 
not  one  guinea  of  which  was  ever 
brought  to  account.  I  then  proved 
my  right  to  the  family  eflates,  left 
by  my  uncle,  beyond  all  difpute,  and 
alfo  of  thofe  pur  chafed  by  my  coufin. 
The  commiflioners,  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  thefe  rights,  even  con- 
firmed them,  yet,  after  they  had  been 
thus  eflablifhed,  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing order  from  the  court,  in  the 
hand  of  the  Emprefs  herfelf.  "  The 
'^  prefident.  Count  GrafTalkowitz, 
"  takes  it  upon  his  confcience  that 
"  the  Sclavonian  eflates  do  not  de- 
0^4  "    <^fcend 
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"  fcend  to  Trenck,  in  natura^  he 
"  inuft,  therefore,  receive  the /urn- 
"  ma  empitia  ^  in/criptUiay  together 
"  with  the  money  he  can  fhew  to 
"  have  been  expended  in  improve- 


ments." 


And  herewith  ended  my  pleadings 
and  my  hopes.  I  had  facrificed  my 
property,  laboured  through  fixty 
three  inferior  fuits,  and  loft  this 
great  caufe  without  a  trial.  I  could 
hare  remained  fatisfied  with  the  lofs 
of  the  perfonal  property  :  the  booty 
of  a  foldier,  like  the  wealth  amafled 
by  a  miniiter,  appears  to  me  little 
better  than  a  public  robbery;  but 
the  acquirements  of  my  anceftors, 
which  defcended  to  me  by  right,  I 
could  not  be  deprived  of,  without 
exceffive  cruelty.  Oh  patience! 
Patience  ! Yet,  fliall  my  child- 
ren never  become  the  footmen,  or 
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grooms,  of  thofe  who  have  robbed 
them  of  their  inheritance;  and  to 
them  I  bequeath  my  rights  in  all 
their  power :  nor  fhall  any  man  pre» 
vent  my  crying  aloud,  fo  long  as 
juflice  (hall  not  be  done. 

The  prefident,  it  is  true,  did  not, 
immediately,  poflefs  himfelf  of  the 
cftates,  but  he  took  good  care  his 
friends  fhould  have  them  at  fuch 
rates,  that  the  fale  of  them  did  not 
bring  the  fifcal  treafury  150,000 
dollars,  while  I,  in  real  and  perfonai 
property,  loft  a  million  and  a  half; 
nay,  probably,  a  fum  equal  to  this 
in  perfonal  property  alone. 

The  Jumma  infcripiitiay  &f  emptU 
tiay  for  ail  thefe  great  etlates,  only 
amounted  to  149,000  florins,  and 
this  was  to  be  paid  by  the  cliamber^ 
but  the  prefident  thought  proper  to 
dedufl  10,000,  on  pretence  the  cat- 
tle had  been  driven  off  die  eftate  of 
0^5  Pakratzi 
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Pakratz;  and  further,  36,000  more, 
under  the  fliameful  pretence  that 
Trenck,  to  recruit  his  pandours,  had 
drained  the  eftates  of  3600  vafHds, 
who  had  never  returned;  the  eftates, 
therefore,  muft  make  them  good  at 
the  rate  of  thirty  florins  per  head, 
which  would  have  amounted  to 
108,000  florins;  but,  with  much 
difiiculty,  this  fum  was  reduced,  as 
above  ftated,  to  36,000  florins,  each 
vaflial  reckoned  at  ten  florins  per 
head.  Thus  was  1  obliged,  from 
the  property  of  my  family,  to  pay 
for  3600  men,  who  had  glorioufly 
died  in  war,  in  defence  of  the  con- 
tefted  rights  of  the  great  Maria 
Therefa;  who  had  raifed  fo  many 
millions  of  contributions  for  her 
in  the  countries  of  her  enemies ; 
who,  fword  in  hand,  h^d  ftormed 
and  taken  fo  many  towns,  and  dif- 
perfed,  or  taken  prifoners,  fo  many 

thou- 
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thoufands  of  her  foes.  Would  this, 
be  believed  by  liftening  nations  ? 

All  deductions  made  for  legacies, 
feesy  and  formalities,  there  remained 
to  me  63,000  florins,  with  which  I 
purchafed  the  lordfhip  of  Zwerbach, 
ajid  I.  was  obliged  to  pay  6000 
florins  for  my  naturalization.  Thus, 
when  the  fums  are  enumerated 
which  I  expended  on  the  fuits  of 
Trenck,  received  from  my  friends  at 
Berlin  and  Peterfbiirg,  it  will  be 
found  that  I  cannot,  at  leail,  have 
been  a  gainer  by  having  been  made 
the  univerfal  heir  of  the  immenfely 
rich  Trenck.  With  regret  I  write 
thefe  truths,  in  fupport  of  my  chil- 
dren's claims,  that  they  may  not,  in 
my  grave,  reproach  me  for  having 
negledled  the  duty  of  a  father. 

I  will,  here,  add  a  few  particulars 

which  may  afford  the  reader  matter 

for  meditation,  caufe  him  to  com- 

0^6  miferat« 
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miferate  my  fate,  and  give  a  picture 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  profecu- 
tion  was  carried  on  againfl:  Trenck. 

One  Schygrai,  a  filly  kind  of 
beggarly  baron,  who  was  treated 
as  a  buffoon,  was  invited,  in  the 
year  1743,  to  dine  with  Baron 
Pcjaczewitz,  when  Trenck  happened 
to  be  prefent.  The  converfation 
happened  to  turn  on  brandy,  and 
Trenck,  jocularly,  faid  he  annually 
diftilled  brandy,  from  cow-dung,  to 
the  value  of  thirty  thoiifand  florins» 
Schygrai  fuppofed  him  ferious,  and 
wiihed  to  learn  the  art,  which 
Trenck  promifed  to  teach  him.  Pejac- 
zewitz  told  him  he  could  ^ive  him 
thirty  thoufand  load  of  dung.  ''  But 
<«  where  fhall  I  get  the  wood  ?'*  faid 
Schygrai.  *'  I  will  give  you  thir- 
"  ty  thoufand  klafters,*'  anfwered 
Trenck.  The  credulous  baron, 
thinking  himfelf  very  fortunate,  de- 
fired 
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fired  written  promifes,  which  they  . 
gave  him ;  and  that  of  Trenck  ran 
thus:  "1  hereby  permit  and  em- 
'^  power  Baron  Schygrai  to  fell, 
^'  gratis,  in  the  foreil  of  Tfcherra 
**  Horra,  thirty  thoufand  klafters  of 
*^  wood.     Witnefs  my  hand, 

"  Trenck." 

Trenck  was  no  fooner  dead  than 
the  Baron  brought  his  note,  and 
made  application  to  the  court.  His 
attorney  was  the  noted  Bufly,  and 
the  court  decreed  the  eftates  of 
Trenck  fliould  pay  at  the  rate  of 
one  florin  thirty  kreutzers  per  klafter,. 
or  forty-five  thoufand  florins,  with  all 
cofts,  and  an  order  was  given  to  the 
adminifl:rators  to  pay  the  money. 

Jufl:  at  this  time  I  arrived  at  Vi- 
enna, from  PeterflDurg.  Dodor 
Berger,  the  advocate  of  Trenck, 
told  me  the  affair  v/ould  admit  of 
no  delay.     I  haftened  to  the  Em- 

prefs. 
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prcfs,    and   obtained    an    order    ta 
delay    payment.     An    enquiry    was 
inftitiited,  and  this  forefl  of  Tfcherra 
Horra  was  found   to   be  fitnated  in 
Turkey.  The  abfurdity  and  injuflice 
were  flagrant,   and  it   was  revoked. 
I    cannot    fay   how   much    of   thefe 
forty-five  thoufand  florins  the  baron 
had  promifed  to  the  noble  judge  and 
the   attorney.       I    only    know    that 
neither  of  them  was  punifhed.     Had 
not   fome  holidays,   luckily,    inter- 
vened, or  had  the  attorney  expected 
my  arrival,  the  money  would  have 
been   paid,    and   an   inefFedual    at- 
tempt  to  obtain  retribution  would 
have  been  the  confequence,  as  hap- 
pened in  many  fimilar  Inflances. 

I  have  before  mentioned  the  ad- 
vertifement  inviting  all  who  had 
any  demands  or  complaints  againft 
Trenck  to  appear,  with  the  promife 
of  a  ducat  a  days   and  it  is,  here, 

proper 
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proper  to  add  that  the  fum  of  fif- 
teen choufand  florins  were  brought  to 
account,  and  paid  out  of  the  eftates 
of  Trenck.  For  this  fhameful  pur- 
pofe  fome  thoufands  of  florins  were 
paid,  befide,  to  this  fpecies  of  claim- 
ants; and,  though  after  examina- 
tion, their  pretenfions  all  proved 
to  be  futile,  and  themfelves  were 
caft  in  damages,  yet  was  none  of 
this  money  ever  refunded,  or  the 
faife  claimants  punifhed.  Among 
thefe  the  pretended  daughter  of 
General  Schwerin  received  two 
thoufand  florins,  notorious  as  was 
her  charader.  Again  :  Trenck  was 
accufed  of  haying  appropriated  the 
money  of  the  regiment  to  his  own 
ufe,  and  treated  as  if  convifted. 
After  his  death  a  confiderable  de- 
mand was,  accordingly,  made.  I 
happening,  however,  to  meet  with 
Ruckhardt,  his  quarter-mafter,  he, 

with 
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with  afleverations,  declared  that,  in- 
ftead  of  being  indebted  to  his  regi- 
nnent,  the  regiment  was  more  than  a 
hundred  thoufand  florins  indebted 
to  him,  advifed  me  to  get  attefla« 
tions  from  the  captains,  and  afTured 
me  he,  himfelf,  would  give  in  a 
clear  llatement  of  the  regiment's 
accounts. 

I  followed  his  advice,  haftened  to 
the  regiment,  and  obtained  fo  many 
proofs  that  the  quarter-mafter  of 
the  regiment,  who,  in  concurrence 
with  the  major,  had,  in  reality, 
pocketed  the  money,  was  impri- 
foned,  and  put  in  irons.  What  be- 
came of  the  thief,  or  the  falfe  wit- 
nefs,  afterward,  I  know  not :  I  only 
know  that  nothing  was  refunded, 
that  the  quarter- mafler  found  pro- 
tedlors,  detained  the  money,  and, 
fome  years   after  this   vile   adion,. 

pur* 
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purchafed  a  commiflion.     One  in- 
fiance  more, 

Trenck,  to  the  corps  of  infantry, 
he  commanded,  added  a  corps  of 
hufTars,  which  he  raifed,  and  pro- 
vided with  horfes  and  accoutrements 
at  his  own  expence.  Thefe  hnflars 
were  difbanded  after  his  death,  and 
the  horfes  and  accoutrements  fold  by 
auction.  My  demand,  on  this  ac- 
count, was  upward  of  fixty  thou- 
fand  florins  i  to  which  I  received 
neither  money  nor  reply.  He  had, 
alfo,  expended  a  hundred  thoufand 
florins  for  the  raifing  and  equipping 
his  three  thoufand  pandours;  in 
confequence  of  which  a  figncd  agrecr 
ment  had  been  given  him,  by  go«* 
vernmenr,  that  thefe  hundred  thou- 
fand florins  (hould  be  repaid  to  his 
heir,  or  he,  the  heir,  fhould  receive 
the  command  of  the  regiment.  The 
regiment,  however,  at  his  deceafe, 

was 
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Was  given  to  General  Slmfchen,  and, 
as  for  the  agreement,  care  was  taken 
it  lliould  never  come  into  my  hands. 
Thus  thefe  hundred  thoufand  florins 
were  lofl:. 

Yet  has  it  been  wickedly  afErmed 
he  was  imprifoned  in  the  Spielberg 
for  having  embezzled  the  regiment*s 
money;  v^herens,  I  would  to  God  I 
only  was  in  pofiefTion  of  the  fums 
he  expended  on  this  regiment  J  but 
he  confidered  the  regiment  as  his 
own,  and,  great  as  was  his  avarice^ 
flill  greater  was  his  defire  of  fame, 
and  greater  ftill  his  love  for  his« 
Emprefs,  for  whom  he  would,  glad- 
ly^ have  yielded  both  property  and 
life. 

With  refped  to  the  money  that 
was  to  have  been  repaid  for  im- 
provement of  the  eflates,  I  muft  add 
thefe  eilates  were  bought  at  a  time 
when  the  country  had  been  left  de- 

folatc 
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folate  by  the  Turks,  and  the  rein- 
flatement  of  fuch  places  as  had 
fallen  into  their  hands,  and  the  erect- 
ing of  farm-houfes,  mills,  ftocking 
them  with  horfes,  cattle,  and  feed 
corn,  according  to  my  poor  cftimate, 
could  not  amount  to  lefs  than  eigh- 
ty thoufand  florins  ;  but  I  was  for- 
bidden to  go  into  Sclavonia,  and 
the  prefident  offered,  as  an  indem- 
nification, four  thoufand  florins. — 
Every  body  was  ailon.^'^ed,  but  he, 
with  the  utmofl:  coolriefs,  told  me 
I  mufl:  either  accept  this  or  nothing. 
The  hearers  of  this  fentence  cafl: 
their  eyes  up  to  heaven,  and  pitied 
me.  I  remonfl:rated,  and  thereby 
only  made  the  matter  worfe.  Grief 
and  anxiety  occafioncd  me  to  take  a 
journey  into  Italy,  palTing  through 
Venice,  Rome,  and  Florence. 

On  my  return  to  Vienna,  I,  by  a 
friendly  interference  in  behalf  of  a ' 

woman. 
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woman,  whofe  fears,  rather  than 
guilt,  had  brought  her  into  danger, 
became  fufpecled  myfelf,  and  the 
very  officious  officers  of  the  police 
had  me  imprifoned,  as  a  coiner, 
without  the  lead  grounds  for  any 
fuch  accufation,  except  their  own 
furmifes.  I  was  detained,  unheard, 
nine  days,  and  when  having  been 
heard,  I  had  intirely  juftified  myfelf, 
was,  again,  reftored  to  liberty:  pub- 
lic declaratior  >vas  then  made,  in 
the  Gazette^'i'tat  ti  e  officers  of  the 
police  had  a6led  too  precipitately. 

This  was  the  fatisfac?:!,,/!  granted, 
but  this  did  not  content  nie.  I 
threatened  the  counfellor  by  whom 
my  character  had  been  foafperfed ;  and 
the  Emprefs,  condefcending  to  me- 
diate, bellowed  on  me  a  captainfhip 
of  cavalry  in  the  Cordova  Cuiraffiers, 

Such  was  the  recompenfe  I  re- 
ceived for  wounds  fo  deep,  and  fuch 

the 
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the  negleft  into  which  I  was  thro^ra 
tt  Vienna.  Difcontent  led  me  to 
join  my  regiment  in  Hungary. 

Here  I  gained  the  applaufe  of 
my  colonel,  Count  ßettoni,  who, 
himfelf,  told  the  Emprefs  I,  more 
than  any  other,  had  contributed  to 
the  forming  of  the  regiment.  It 
may  well  be  imagined  how  a  man 
like  me,  accuftomed,  as  I  had  been, 
to  the  firfl:  company  of  the  firft 
courts,  muft  pafs  my  time  among 
the  Carpathian  mountains,  where 
neither  fociety  nor  good  books 
were  to  be  found,  nor  knowledge,  of 
which  I  was  enamoured,  improved. 
The  converfation  of  Count  Bettoni, 
and  the  chace,  together  with  the 
love  of  the  general  of  the  regiment, 
"old  Field  marlhal  Cordova,  were  my 

I  only  refources  j  the  perfecutions,  neg- 
ledl,  and  even  contempt,  I  received 
at  Vienna,  were  Hill  the  fame. 

In 
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In  the  year  1754,  and  the  month 
of  March,  my  mother  died  in  Pruf- 
fia,  and   I   requefted  permifllon  of 
the  court  that  held  the  inheritance 
of  Trenck,  as  a  fidei  coynmijfum^  to 
make  a  journey  to  Dantzic,  to  fettle 
fome  family  affairs  with  my  brothers 
and  fifter,  my  eflates  being  confif- 
cated.     This  permifllon  was  granted, 
and  thither  I  went  in  May,  where  I, 
once  more,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Prufllans,  which  forms  the  fe- 
cond  great,  and  flill  more  gloomy 
cpocha  in  my  life.     All  who  read 
what  follows  will  iliudder,  will  com- 
miferate   him   who,  feeling  himfelf 
innocent,   relates  affii6lions  he  has 
miferably   encountered,   and   glori* 
oudy  overcome. 

I  left  Hungary,  where  I  was  In 

garrifon,  for  Dantzic,  where  I   had 

defired   my   brothers   and    fifter  to 

irieet  me,  that  we  might  fettle  our     I 

6  affairs. 
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affairs.  My  principal  intent,  however, 
was  a  journey  to  Peterfburg,  there 
to  feek  the  advice  and  aid  of  my 
friends,  for  law  and  perfecution  were 
not  yet  ended  at  Vienna,  and  my 
captain's  pay,  and  fmall  income, 
were  fcarcely  fufficient  to  defray 
charges  of  attornies  and  counfellors. 

It  is  here  mofl  worthy  of  remark 
that  I  was  told,  by  Prince  Ferdinand 
of  Brunfwic,  governor  of  Magde- 
burg, he  had  received  orders  to 
prepare  my  prifon,  at  Magdeburg, 
before  I  fet  out  from  Hungary. 

Nay,  more,  it  had  been  written, 
from  Vienna  to  Berlin,  that  the  King 
muft  beware  of  Trenck,  for  that  he 
would  be  at  Dantzic  at  the  time 
when  the  King  was  to  vifit  his  camp 
in  Prufiia. 

What  thing  more  vile,  what  con- 
trivance more  abominable  could  the 

wick* 
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wickedefl:  wretch  on   earth  find  t« 
banifh    a    man    his    country,    that 
he   might   fecurely   enjoy  the  pro- 
perty   of    which     the    other     had 
been    robbed !  —  That     this    was 
done,    I    have    living    witnefles   in 
his    Highnefs  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwic,   and  the  Berlin  miniftry, 
from  whofc  mouths  I  learned  this 
artifice  of  villainy.     It  is  the  more 
neceflary  to  cftabllfh  this  truth,  be- 
caufe  that  no   one   can  comprehend 
why   the  Great  Frederic  Ihould  have 
proceeded  againft  me  in  a  manner  fo 
cruel  as,  when  it  comes  to  be  relat- 
ed, muft  raife  the  indignation  of  the 
jufl:,   and  move  hearts   of  iron    to 
commiferate. 

Men  fo  vile,  fo  wicked,  as  I  have 
defcribed  them,  in  conjundlion  with 
one  Weingarten,  fecretary  to  Count 
Puebla,  then  Auftrian   minifter  at 

Berlin, 
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Berlin,  have  brought  on  me  chefe 
my  misfortunes. 

This  was  the  Weingarten,  who, 
as  is  now  well  known,  betrayed  all 
the  fecrets  of  the  Auftrian  court  to 
Frederic,  who,  at  length,  was  difco- 
vered  in  the  year  1756,  and  who, 
when  the  war  broke  out,  remained 
in  the  fervice  of  PrufTia.  This  fame 
Weingarten,  alfo,  not  only  caufed 
my  wretchcdnefs,  but  my  filler's  ruin 
and  death;  as  he,  likewife,  did  the 
punifhment  and  death  of  three  in- 
nocent men,  which  will  hereafter  be 
fhewn. 

It  is  an  Incontrovertible  truth  that 
I  was  betrayed,  and  fold,  by  men  in 
Vienna,  whofe  intereft  it  was  that 
I  fhould  be  eternally  filenced. 

I  was  immediately  vifited,  by  my 

brothers  and  fifter,  on  my  arrival  at 

Dantzic,  where  we  lived  happy  in 

Vol.  I.  R  each 
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each  other's  company,  during  a  fort- 
night, and  an  amicable  partition  was 
made  of  my  mother*s  effecTLS :  my 
filler  perfe6lly  juflified  herfclf  con- 
cerning the  manner  in  which  I  was 
obliged  to  fly  from  her  houfe,  in  the 
year  1746  j  our  parting  was  kind, 
and  as  brother  and  fiftex  ought  to 
part. 

Our  only  acquaintance  in  Dant- 
zic  was  the  Auftrian  refident,  M. 
Abramfon,  to  whom  1  brought  let- 
ters of  recommendation  from  Vienna, 
and  whofe  reception  of  us  was  polite 
even  to  extravagance. 

This  Abramfon  was  a  Pruflian 
born^,  and  had  never  feen  Vienna, 
but  obtained  his  then  office  by  the 
recommendation  of  Count  Befluchef, 
without  fecurity  for  his  good  con- 
dud,  or  proof  of  his  good  morals, 
heart,  or  head.  He  was  in  clofe 
Gonneftion  with  the  Pruffian  refident, 

Reimer, 
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Reimer,  and  was  made  the  inftru- 
ment  of  my  ruin. 

Scarcely  had  my  brothers  and  filler 
departed  before  I  determined  to 
make  a  voyage,  by  fea,  to  RufTia. 
Abramfon  contrived  a  thoufand  ar- 
tifices, by  which  he  detained  me  a 
week  longer  in  Dantzic,  that  he,  in 
conjun6lion  with  Reimer,  might 
make  the  neceflary  preparations. 

The  King  of  PrufTia  had  demand- 
ed that  the  magiftrates  of  Dant- 
zic  fhould  deliver  me  up,  but  this 
could  not  be  done,  without  offending 
the  imperial  court,  I  being  a  com- 
mifTioned  officer  in  that  fervice,  with 
proper  pafTports  :  it  was,  therefore, 
probable  that  this  negociation  re- 
quired letters  fhould  pafs  and  repafs, 
and,  for  this  reafon,  Abramfon  was 
employed  to  detain  me  fome  days 
longer,  till,  by  the  laft  letters  from 
Berlin,  the  magiftrates  of  Dantzic 
R2  were 
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were  induced  to  violate  public  fafety, 
and  the  laws  of  nations.  Abramfon 
I  confidered  as  nny  beft  friend,  and 
my  perfon  as  in  pcrfec^l:  fecurityj  he 
had,  therefore,  no  difficulty  in  per- 
fuading  me  to  Hay. 

The  day  of  fuppofed  departure, 
on  board  a  Swedifh  (hip  for  Riga, 
approached,  and  the  deceitful  Abram- 
fon prom i fed  me  to  fend  one  of  his 
fervants  to  the  port,  to  know  the 
hour.  At  four  in  the  afternoon,  he 
told  me  he  had  himfelf  fpoken  to 
the  captain,  who  faid  he  fhould  not 
fail  till  the  next  day;  adding  that 
he,  Abramfon,  would  exped  me 
to  breakfaft,  and  would  then  accom- 
pany me  to  the  vefTcl.  I  felc  a  fecret 
inquietude,  which  made  medefirous 
of  leaving  Dantzic,  and  immediately 
to  fend  all  my  baggage,  and  fleep  on 
board.  Abramfon  prevented  me, 
dragged  me  almoft  forcibly  along 
3  with 
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^ith  him,  telling  me  he  had  much 
company,  and  that  I  mufl  abfolutely 
dine  and  fup  at  his  houfe  :  accord- 
ingly, I  did  not  return  to  my  inn 
till  eleven  at  night. 

I  was  but  juft  in  bed  when  I 
heard  a  knocking  at  my  door,  which 
was  not  fhut,  and  two  of  the  city 
magiftrates,  with  twenty  grenadiers, 
entered  my  chamber,  and  furround- 
ed  my  bed  fo  fuddenly  that  1  had 
not  time  to  take  to  my  arms  and 
defend  myfelf.  My  three  fervan'ts 
had  been  fecured,  and  I  was  told 
that  the  moft  worthy  magiftracy  of 
Dantzic  was  obliged  to  deliver  me 
up,  as  a  delinquent,  to  his  majefty 
the  King  of  Pruflia. 

What  were  my  feelings  at  feeing 
myfelf  thus  betrayed! — They  filent- 
ly  condudced  me  to  the  city  prifon, 
where  I  remaind  twenty-four  hours. 
About  noon,  Abramfon  came  to  vifit 
R3  mc. 
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me,  affeded  to  be  infinitely  con- 
cerned and  enraged,  and  affirmed  he 
had  ftrongly  protefted  againfl:  the 
illegality  of  this  proceeding  to  the 
magiftracy,  as  I  was  aflually  in  the 
Auflrian  fervice;  but  that  they  had 
anfwered  him,  the  court  of  Vienna 
had  afforded  them  a  precedent,  for 
that,  in  1752,  they  had  done  the  fame 
by  the  two  fous  of  the  Burgomafter 
Rutenberg,  of  Dantzic,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  were  jullified  in  mak- 
ing reprifal;  that,  likewife,  they  durll 
not  refufe  the  moft  earneft  requefl, 
accompanied  with  threats,  of  the 
King  of  PrufTia. 

Their  plea  of  retaliation  originated 
as  follows :  There  was  a  kind  of  club 
at  Vienna,  the  members  of  which  were 
feized,  for  having  committed  the 
utmofl:  extravagance  and  debauch- 
cry,  two  of  whom  were  the  fons 
^f  the  Burgomafter  Rutenberg,  and 

who 


(  367  ) 

who  were  fentenced  to  the  pillory» 
Great  furas  were  offered,  by  the  fa- 
ther, to  avoid  this  public  difgrace, 
but  ineffeduallyj  they  were  punifh- 
ed,  their  punifhment  was  legal,  and 
had  no  finnilarity  vvhatever  to  my 
cafe,  nor  couid  it,  any  way,  jufiiy  give 
pretence  of  reprisal» 

Abrannfon,  who  had,  in  reality,  en- 
tered no  proteft  whatever,  but  rather 
excited  the  magiflracy,  and  a6led  in 
concert  with  Reimer,  advifed  me 
to  put  my  writings  and  other  va- 
luable effe6ts  into  his  hands,  other- 
wife  they  would  be  feized.  He 
knew  I  had  received,  in  letters  of 
exchange,  from  my  brothers  and 
filler,  about  feven  thoufand  florins, 
and  thefe  I  gave  him,  but  kept  my 
ring,  worth  about  four  thoufand 
and  fom.e  fixty  guineas,  which  I  had 
in  my  purfe.  He  then  embraced 
me,  declared  nothing  Ihould  be 
R  4  neg- 
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negledled  to  cffcd:  my  immediate  de- 
liverance,  that  even  he  would  raife 
the  populace  for  that  purpofe,  that 
I  could  not  be  given  up  to 
the  Prufllans  in  lefs  than  a  week, 
the  magiflracy  being  ftill  undeter- 
mined, in  an  affair  fo  fcrious,  and 
he  left  me,  fhedding  abundance  of 
crocodile  tears,  like  the  moft:  affec- 
tionate of  friends. 

The  next  night,  two  magiftrates, 
with  their  pofle,  came  to  my  prifon, 
attended  by  refident  Reimer,  a  Pruf- 
fian  officer  and  under-officers,  and 
into  their  hands  I  was  delivered. — 
The  pillage  inflantly  began  -,  Reimer 
tore  off  my  ring,  feized  my  watch, 
fnuff-box,  and  all  1  had,  not  fo  much 
as  fending  me  a  coat,  or  Ihirt,  from 
my  effe6ts,  after  which,  they  put  me 
into  a  clofe  coach,  with  three  Pruf- 
fians.  The  Dantzic  guard  accom- 
panied the  carriage  to  the  city  gate, 
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that  was  opened  to  let  me  pafs, 
after  which,  the  Dantzic  dragoons 
cfcorted  me  as  far  as  Lauenburg,  ia 
Pomerania. 

I  have  forgotten  the  date  of  this 
miferable  day,  but,  to  the  beft  of  my 
memory,  it  muft:  have  been  in  the 
beginning  of  June.  Thirty  PrufTian 
hulTars,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant, 
relieved  the  dragoons  at  Lauenburg, 
and  thus  was  I  efcorted,  from  gar- 
rifon  to  garrifon,  till  I  arrived  at 
Berlin. 

Hence,  it  was  evidently  falfely 
affirmed,  by  the  magiftracy  of  Dant- 
zic, and  the  confpirator,  Abramfon, 
who  wrote,  in  his  own  excufe,  to 
Vienna,  that  my  feizure  muft  be  at- 
tributed wholly  to  my  own  impru- 
dence, and  that  I  had  expofed  my- 
felf  to  this'arreft,  by  going  without 
the  city  gates,  where  I  was  taken 
and  carried  off:  nor  is  it  lefs  afto- 
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nifliing  that  the  court  of  Vienna 
fhoiild  not  have  dennanded  fatisfac- 
tion,  for  the  treachery  of  the  Dant- 
zickers  toward  an  Auftrian  officer, 
I  having  incontrovertibly  proved  this 
treachery,  after  I  had  regained  my 
liberty.  Abramfon,  indeed,  they 
could  not  punifli,  for,  during  my 
imprifonment,  he  had  quitted  the 
Auftrian  for  the  PrufTian  fervice, 
where  he  had,  gradually,  become 
fo  contemptible  that,  in  the  year 
1764,  when  I  was  releafed  from  my 
imprifonment,  he  was  himfelf  im- 
prifoned  in  the  houfe  of  correftion; 
and  his  wife,  lately  fo  rich,  was 
obliged  to  beg  her  bread.  Thus 
have  I  generally  lived  to  fee  the  fall 
of  my  betrayers ;  and  thus  have  I 
found  that,  without  indulging  per- 
fonal  revenge,  virtue  and  fortitude 
muft  at  length  triumph  over  the  ca* 
lumniator  and  the  defpot. 
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This  truth  will  be  further  proved 
hereafter,  nor  can  I  behold,  unnaoved, 
the  open  fhanne  in  which  my  perfe- 
cutors  live,  and  how  they  trennble 
in  my  prefence,  their  wicked  deeds 
now  being  known  to  the  world. — 
Nay,  monarchs  may  yet  punifh  their 
perfidy! — Yet  not  fo  ! — May  they 
rather  die  in  poflelTion  of  wealth 
they  have  torn  from  me !  I  only  wifh 
the  pity  and  refpec^t  of  the  virtuous 
and  the  wife. 

But,  though  Auftria  has  never  re- 
fented  the  affront  committed  on  the 
perfon  of  an  officer,  in  its  fervice,  ftili 
have  I  a  claim  on  the  city  of  Dant- 
zic,  where  I  was  thus  treacheroufly 
delivered  up,  for  the  effe(fls  I  there 
was  robbed  of,  the  amount  of  which 
is  between  eleven  and  twelve  thou- 
fand  florins.  This  is  a  cafe  too 
clear  to  require  argument,  and  the 
publication  of  this  hiftory  will  make 
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it  known  to  the  world.  This  clai'nn 
aifo,  among  others,  I  leave  to  the 
children  of  an  unfortunate  father. 

Enough  of  digreflion;  let  us  at- 
tend to  the  remarkable  events  which 
happened  on  this  difmal  journey  ta 
Berlin.  I  was  efcorted  from  garrifon 
to  garrifon,  which  were  diflant,  from 
each  other,  two,  three,  or,  at  moil, 
five  miles :  wherever  I  came,  I  found 
compafBon  and  refpeft.  The  de- 
tachment of  huflars  only  attended  me 
two  days  5  it  confifted  of  twelve  men> 
and  an  officer,  who  rode  with  me  in 
the  carriage. 

The  fourth  day  I  arrived  at y 

where  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  fa- 
ther of  the  prefent  Grand  Duchefs  of 
Ruffia>  was  commander,  and  where 
his  regiment  was  in  quarters.  The 
Duke  converfed  with  me,  was  much 
moved,  invited  me  to  dine,  and  de- 
tained me  all  the  day,  where  I  was 
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tiot  treated  as  a  prifoner.  I  fo  far 
gained  his  efteem  that  I  was  allowed 
to  remain  there  the  next  day  :  the 
chief  perfons  of  the  place  were 
aflembkd,  and  the  Dutchefs,  whom 
he  had  lately  married,  teftified  every 
mark  of  pity,  and  efteem.  I  ftaid  din- 
ner with  him,  alfo,  on  the  third  day, 
after  which,  I  departed  in  an  open 
carriage,  without  efcort,  attended 
only  by  a  lieutenant  of  his  regiment. 
I  muft  relate  this  event  circum- 
ftantially,  for  it  not  only  proves  the 
juft  and  noble  charadter  of  the 
Duke,  bur,  likewife,  that  there  arc 
moments  in  which  the  brave  may 
appear  cowards,  the  clear- fighted 
blind,  and  the  wife  foolifhj  nay,  one 
might  almoft  be  led  to  conclude, 
from  this,  that  my  imprifonmentj  at 
Magdeburg,  was  the  confequence 
of  predeftination,  fince  I  remained 
rivetted  in  ftupor,  in  defpite  of  fug- 
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gcftions,  forebodings,  and  favour- 
able opportunities.  Who  but  muft 
be  afloniilied,  having  read  the  daring 
efforts  I  made  at  Glatz,  at  this 
flrange  infenlibility  now  in  the  very 
crifis  of  my  fate  ?  I,  afterward,  was 
convinced  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  noble  -  minded  Duke  that  I 
fhould  efcape,  and  that  he  muft  have 
given  particular  orders  to  the  fuc- 
ceflive  officcis.  He  would,  probably, 
have  willingly  fubjeä^ed  himfelf  to 
the  reprimands  of  Frederic,  if  I 
would  have  taken  to  flight.  The 
journey,  through  the  places  where 
his  regiment  was  llationed,  continued 
five  days,  and  I  every  where  paffed 
the  evenings  in  the  company  of  the 
officers,  the  kindnefs  of  whom  was 
unbounded.  I  flept  in  their  quar- 
ters without  centinel,  and  travelled 
in  their  carriages,  without  other 
guard  than    a  fingle  officer   in  the 
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carriage.  In  various  places  the  high 
road  was  not  more  than  two,  and 
fometimes  one  naile  from  the  fron- 
tier-road, therefore  nothing  could 
have  been  eafier  than  to  have  efcap- 
cd  ;  yet  did  the  fame  Trenck,  who, 
in  Glatz,  had  cut  his  way  through 
thirty  men,  to  obtain  his  freedom, 
that  Trenck,  who  had  never  been 
acquainted  with  fear,  now  remain 
four  days  bewildered,  and  unable 
to  come  to  any  determination. 

In  a  fmall  garrifon  town,  I  lodg- 
ed in  the  houfe  of  a  captain  of 
cavalry,  and  continually  was  treated 
by  him  with  every  mark  of  friend- 
fhip.  After  dinner^  he  rode  at  the 
head  of  his  fquadron  to  water  the 
horfe,  unfaddled.  I  remained  alone 
in  the  houfe,  entered  the  liable,  faw 
three  remaining  hor  es,  with  faddles 
and  bridles  :  in  my  chamber  was  a 
fword,  and  a  pair  of  piftols.     I  had 
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but  to  mount  one  of  the  horfes,  and 
fly   at  the  oppofite  gate.     I  medi- 
tated   on    the    projedl,   and  alnnoft 
refoJved  to  put  it  in  execution,   but 
prefently  became  undetermined,  by 
ibme  fecret  impulfe.     The  captain 
returned  fome  time  after,  and  ap- 
peared furprifed  to  find  me  ftill  there. 
The  next  day,  he  accompanied  me 
alone  in  his  carriage :    we  came  to 
a   forell;     he   faw   fome   champig- 
nons,  flopped,  afked  me  to  alight, 
and  help  him  to  gather  them ;  he 
ilrayed  more  than  a  hundred  paces 
from  me,  and  gave  me  entire  liberty 
to  fly  J   yet,  notwithflanding  all  this, 
I     voluntarily     returned,    fuffering 
myfelf  to  be  kd,  like  a  fheep  to  the 
flaughter, 

I  was  treated  fo  well,  and  efcorted 
with  fo  much  negligence,  that  I 
fell  into  a  grofs  error.  Perceiving 
they  conveyed  me  ftraight  to  Berlin, 
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I  imagined  the  King  wifhed  to 
queftion  me,  concerning  the  plan 
formed  for  the  war,  which  was  then 
on  the  point  of  breaking  out.  This 
plan  I  perfedlly  knew,  the  fecret 
corrcfpondence  of  Beftuchef  having 
all  pafled  through  my  hands,  which 
circumftance  was  much  betterknown 
at  Berlin  than  at  Vienna.  Con- 
firmed in  this  opinion,  and  far  from 
imagining  the  fate  that  awaited  me, 
I  remained  irrefolute,  infenfible, 
and  blind  to  danger.  Alas,  how 
fhort  was  this  hope !  How  quickly 
was  it  fucceeded  by  defpair,  when, 
after  four  days  march,  I  quitted  the 
diftridl  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and  was  deli- 
vered up  to  the  firft  garrifon  of  in- 
fantry at  Coflin  !  The  laft  of  the 
Wirtemberg  officers,  when  taking 
leave  of  me,  appeared  to  be  greatly 
ajffefted  i  and,  from  this  moment,  till 
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I  came  to  Berlin,  I  was  put  under  a 
ftrong  cfcort,  and  the  given  orders 
were  rigoroufly  obferved. 

Arrived  here,  T  was  lodged  over 
the  grand  guard  hcufe,  with  two  cen- 
tinels  in  my  chamber,  and  one  at  the 
door.  The  King  was  at  Potfdam, 
and  here  I  remained  three  days  -,  on 
the  third,  fome  ftaff  officers  made 
their  appearance,  feated  themfelves 
at  a  table,  and  put  the  following 
queftions  to  mc : 

Firfl,  What  was  my  bufinefs  at 
Dantzic? 

Secondly,  Whether  I  was  acquaint* 
ed  with  M.  Goltz,  PrulTian  ambaf- 
fadorinRufTia? 

Thirdly,  Who  was  concerned 
with  me  in  the  confpiracy  at  Dantzic  ? 

When  I  perceived  their  intention, 
by  thefe  interrogations,  I  abfolutely 
rcfufed  to  reply,  only  faying  I  had 
been  imprifoncd,  ip  the  fortrefs  of 
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Glatz,  without  hearing,  or  trial,  by 
court  martial;  that,  availing  myfelf 
of  the  laws  of  nature,  I  had,  by  my 
own  exertions,  procured  my  liberty, 
and  that  1  was  now  a  captain  of  ca- 
valry in  the  imperial  fervice ;  that 
I  demanded  a  legal  trial  for  my  firft 
unknown  offence,  after  which  I  en- 
gaged to  anfwer  all  interrogatories, 
and  prove  my  innocence  ;  but  that, 
at  prefent,  being  accufed  of  new 
crimes,  without  a  hearing  concerning 
my  former  punilhment,  the  pro- 
cedure was  illegal.  I  was  told  they 
had  no  orders  concerning  this,  and 
I  remained  dumb  to  all  further 
queftions. 

They  wrote,  fome  two  hours,  God 
knows  what:  a  carriage  came  up; 
I  was  ftridly  fcarched,  to  find  whe- 
ther I  had  any  weapons ;  thirteen  or 
fourteen  ducats,  whch  I  had  con- 
cealed, were  taken  from  me,  and  I 
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was  condufted, under  a  ftrong  efcort, 
through   Spandau     to    Magdeburg. 
The  officer  here  delivered  me   up 
to  the  captain  of  the  guard  at  the 
citadel ;   the  town  major  came,  and 
brought  me  to  the  dungeon,  ex- 
prefsly  prepared  for  me;    a  fmall  ^ 
pidure  of  the  Gountefs  of  Beftuchef, 
fet  with  diamonds,  which  I  had  kept 
concealed  in   my  bofom,  was  now 
taken  from  me-,   the  door  was  fhut, 
and  here  was  1  left. 
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